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EXTRACTS FROM THE UNPUBLISHED PAPERS OF MRS. SAVAGE, 


ELDEST DAUGHTER OF THE EXCELLENT PHILIP HENRY, OF BROAD OAK. 





To the Editors—in looking, not long ago, through some Diaries of Mrs. 
Savage, the well-known daughter of Philip Henry, and sister of the Commen- 
tator, I extracted a few passages, which I shall be glad to see preserved in 
your valuable Miscellany. 

Many of them, respecting ministers and services but little known, are of 
general interest; others, though of a more local nature, are scarcely less gra- 
tifying, while all of them, instead of diminishing, tend to increase the esteem 
in which their excellent writer is held, exactly in proportion as her history is 
known, and her character appreciated. 

Were it not that the published Memoir of Mrs. Savage’s life and character 
has rendered the service unnecessary, some explanatory notes would have ac- 
companied the present communication. 








Having no pecuniary interest in the Memoir referred to, I may, without im- 
ropriety, add, that a new and improved edition has been rine ee 


oldsworth and Ball. 
Shrewsbury 


I am, &c. . B. Ww. 





1714. Sabbath-day, Sept. 13.— 
The Rev. Mr. Murray and cousin 
J. Tylston came to us last night. 
Mr. Murray being to preach at 
Namptwich, most of our family 
went there. 

Thursday. We had an enter- 
taining day at Whitchurch; the 
double lecture. Mr. Garner from 
Chester, and Mr. Berry from 
Shrewsbury preached—the latter 
especially affected me. Psalm 1. 
21. ** Thou thoughtest that I was 
altogether such an one as thyself.” 
Wrong notions of God have an 
ill effect on us. Lord, I find it 
hard to think of thee aright! He 
told us of one who heard a person 
wretchedly abusing the holy name 
of God, by profane cursing and 
swearing, who at last said to him, 
* Pray who is this God whom 
you abuse, and make so bold 
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with?” My two daughters were 
there, and many more of my good 
friends. Mr. Vawdry and Mr, 
Garner came home with us. 

Thursday, Oct. 1.—Lecture at 
Richard _Bickerton’s, Egerton 
Green. Mr. Vawdry preached, 
and baptized their daughter (Han- 
nah.) Lord, hear prayer for it, 
and receive it, and the rest of 
their children, among the lambs of 
thy flock. 

1725. March 28.—This week 
ground is bought for the building 
of a new chapel at Namptwich. 
Lord, be thou seen in that af- 
fair. . 

Tuesday, May 4.—Our friend, 
Mr. Braddock, came hither from 
Namptwich; brought us good 
tidings. Chapel work begun, and 
great encouragement from some of 
our friends; especially at Man- 

L 
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chester, where they have collected 
£40. for us. 

I have omitted the sad _pro- 
vidence of last week in the death 
. of good Mr, Beynon of Whit- 
church: died at Bath, May 1st, 
buried the 3rd. Earthen vessels 
yet enriched with heavenly trea- 
sure. QO that the God of the 
spirits of all flesh would set over 
that congregation a faithful shep- 
herd. 

June. Wednesday.—This week 
our friend Mr. Iilidge called on 
us, who had been at London, 
Bristol, and other places, nego- 
ciating for us, and has experienced 
much of the divine goodness in 
answer to prayer—£50. collected. 
Blessed be God who inclined the 
hearts of our friends thus liberally 
to contribute to this great work. 
I trust it is a token for good, 

- 1726. Wednesday, 18th May — 
A day much to be remembered. 
We went to Namptwich, and 
most of our family, to the dedica- 
tion of our new chapel there. I 
should have remarked how our 
good minister took leave of the 
old. chapel with that text, “ If 
thy presence go not with us, carry 
us not up hence.” The presence 
of God is all in all to ade our 
new place. Mr, Owen preached 
first, then Mr. Garner; Mr. Law- 
rence prayed. A very full con- 
gregation. Mr. Vawdry’s good 
humble remark affected me: I 
must endeavour to preach better, 
ou to hear better, and both to 
live better, and then our light will 
shine indeed. I would own the 
goodness of God, that we may 
set up our kbenezer—hitherto 
kept, helped, taught; very few 
alive now that were members of 
the Society when we began in the 
old chapel. One generation passes 
away and another comes, but the 
word of the Lord endureth for 


ever, 


Sabbath-day, Sept. 18.— Read 


some in the holy life and death of 
Mrs. Clissold and Terry, two ex- 
cellent Christians; were educated 
by their good grandmothers. Me- 
thinks I would learn a good lesson 
as one in that relation. Yet 
heartily praise my God that, as 
yet, none of my grand-children are 
cast upon me; their dear parents 
are continued, Lord, grant they 
may bring them up for thee. 

1728. Sabbath-day, Septem- 
ber 22—Rev. Mr. Dobson from 
Shrewsbury preached at Nampt- 
wich to day. Monday he came 
here, and staid an hour or two; 
prayed in our family; discovered 
a good, humble spirit. 1 would 
rejoice, and bless God for what I 
see in many of our young ministers, 

Wednesday, Oct. 30.—A_ re- 
markable day at Whitchurch: 
Mr. Colthurst was solemnly set 
apart for the work and service of 
the ministry, by fasting, and 
prayer, and laying on of hands, 

y five ministers who have them- 
selves been so ordained; Mr. 
Berry of Shrewsbury, and Mr. 
Dobson; Mr. Keurick of Wrex- 
ham, Mr. Venables of Oswestry, 
and son Holland of Wem— the 
latter preached from Numbers 
xxvii. 18, Take Joshua, a man in 
whom is the Spirit, and lay thine 
hand upon him. Excellent, useful 
things. A full congregration. He 
made a large confession of his 
faith, &c. Each of the ministers 
bore their part. I trust a good 
day’s work to the church of 
God, O may he prove a great 
blessing to it, in that place in par- 
ticular, Lord, hear the prayer of 
the day, and accept the services 
of it. 

November This week 
I hear of the marriage of Joshua 
Ridgeway to Deborah Gregory, 
both of Whitchurch Society, He 
is one of the old primitive stamp. 

1729. Jan. 3,—The most con- 
siderable event of the past year 
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has been the removal of our 
dear minister, Mr. Vawdry, from 
Namptwich to Bristol; borne 
away from us by a violent im- 
portunity, as a mighty torrent 
which we were not able to make 
head against, wherein God is 
righteous, punishing us for our 
barrenness. 

Tuesday, May 27.—I went a 
solemn visit to Whitchurch to 
to see my sister Henry, dear 
brother’s widow; had a comfort- 
able journey, but somewhat damp- 
ed in spirit with thoughts of him, 
and past years. Yet desire to be 
very thankful for the remainder of 
my comforts which are left. 

July.—I was lately told of a 

ood woman, who died near Kid- 
Javaiialeter some years ago, of 
whom the minister, in a funeral 
sermon, said, ‘* She made her way 
to her house through her closet ;” 
which I thought an excellent cha- 
racter, and would imitate. 

About this time the Rev. Mr. 
Colthurst of Whitchurch, was 
married to Mrs. Mary Bell, an 
orphan of considerable fortune. 
Lord make it comfortable. 

Thursday, August 7.—This day 
Mr. Haines, our new minister, 
and cousin Eddowes’s daughter, 
came~ to see us. Returned at 
night. He prayed with our fa- 
mily, and for each of us. I trust 
leaves a blessing behind. 

Oct. 1.—A public loss lately of 
one Mr, Gee of Leicester. An 
eminent, useful, laborious preach- 
er, in the midst of his days, taken 
off by afever. Help, Lord; raise 
up such as will help to fill up the 
breach. 

1730. Monday, Jan. 5.—Mr. 
Colthurst of Whitchurch brought 
his wife; made us a kind visit; 
staid one night. I desire and 
pray that God would make him 
a rich blessing to that place. 
When he craved a blessing before 
meat, he began thus; ‘* Because 


eldest Daughter of Philip Henry. rT 


thou, Lord, art our shepherd, 
therefore we do not want: thou 
makest such comfortable provision 
for us,” &c. 

1730, March 4. Wednesday.— 
I hear of the death of two that 
were known to me, Mr. Bury of 
Bristol, a worthy useful minister, 
of whom Mr. Vawdry said to me 
last year, He did believe him to 
be as excellent a holy man as 
ever lived in our world, We may 
well cry, Help, Lord. He was 
aged ; hus been long “‘ dressed for 
the flight and ready to be gone.” 
The other, a young woman at 
Croxen, Mrs. Susan Keay—un- 
expected—no age excepted—we 
all die, and are as water spilt on 
the ground. 

Friday.—Some thoughts of dear 
relations and friends that are gone 
to heaven: ‘ there my best friends 
and kindred dwell.” Surely this 
should make me long to be with 
them. What have I in this barren 
land? This evening IT had a 
great preservation in my closet. 
1 fell asleep with a candle and 
book on my lap. Slept an hour, 
yet no hurt, not so much as to 
my clothes, Waked much fright- 
ened. I desire to be very thank- 
ful for the preservation. 

“ He bids his angels pitch their tents 

Round where his children dwell.” 

Sabbath-day, May 17.—I went 
to Namptwich; heard Mr. Brad- 
dock from Jer. vi. 8. Be thou 
instructed, lest my soul depart from 
thee. He performed well; me- 
thinks I should take courage to 
see hopeful young ones; this man 
was unborn several years after 
1 came into Cheshire, Minded 
me of son Philip’s prayer or wish 
for him when on his death-bed, 
and Mr. B. came to see him. 
Phil. said, 1 trust you will be an 
able and faithful minister of Jesus 
Christ, whether 1 live or die. 

Tuesday, ist Sept —A solemn 
ordination at Knutsford of two 
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young scholars to the work of the 
ministry, Mr, Nichols and Mr, 
Worthington; agreat appearance; 
supposed to be a thousand people. 
Lord, qualify them for this great 
work, Mr. Garner of Chester 
preached from 1 Cor. ii. 2. For I 
determined not to know any thing 
among you save Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. Mr, Worthiogton’s 
father prayed over his son; gave 
him a solemn charge; said, Me- 
thinks it somewhat resembles the 
taking the holy garments of Aaron 
and putting them on Eleazer, 
Perhaps, said he, the time of my 
departure may be near. He ex- 
horted them earnestly to visit their 
flock, and pray with them, yea, 
though they were not desired to 
do it. Said much against covet- 
ousness and earthly-mindedness in 
ministers; how directly opposite 
to a gospel minister, 

Wednesday, 9th Sept.—A dou- 
ble lecture at Whitchurch. Se- 
veral from hence attended. Five 
ministers present. Mr. Berr 
preached first, then Mr. Kenric 
of Wrexham. 

1731. Tuesday, March 1.—This 
week our minister, Mr. Hains, 
and cousin Betty Eddowes, were 
matried at Namptwich. Lord, 
furnish them with suitable graces 
for this new state, that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour. 

Monday, April 19.—I set for- 
ward a long intended journey into 
Shropshire, to see my poor chil- 
dren, having not been here, nor 
indeed so far from hence, for al- 
most three years. J went directly 
to son Holland’s, in Wem, where 
I found all nt not one feeble 
person among the tribe. 

Wednesday, 21.—They had a 
double lecture; about seven mi- 
nisters. Mr. Dobson of Shrews- 
bury, aud Mr. Colthurst of Whit. 
church, prayed. Mr. Kenrick of 
Wrexham, and Mr, Fleming of 


preached. A comfortable 
opportunity, and a good appear- 
ance in number, and I hope some 
poor soul would be the better, 

Saturday, Aug. 21.—Came to 
see us an old friend, Mrs. Gee, 
together with Mr, Berry,a Shrews- 
bury minister, She deprived a 
second time of an excellent hus- 
band, first Dr, Benion; and now 
of Mr. Gee, in the midst of his 
days. She in a widow’s dress, 
my companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ. 

1732. Tuesday, Feb, 8.—Daugh- 
ter Hannah was married to the 
Rev. Mr, Witton,* at Wren- 
bury, by Mr. Cole. I have 
prayed that they may have new 
graces for their new condition, 
and was directed to read this 
morning in my closet, Deut, 
xxxii, 24. Moses blessing the 
tribes—many things I thought ap- 
plicable. A word upon the wheels, 
as one observes; for instance, 
in the blessing of Ashur, “* Let him 
be acceptable to his brethren.”—25. 
‘‘As thy day is so shall thy strength 
be.” She will have various exer- 
cises—Lord give strength accord- 
ingly ; daughter Holland and J, 
instead of going out, went to my 
closet to pray for them, and had 
comfort in so doing. Lord, hear 
in heaven, thy dwelling place, all 
the prayers that have nu pre. 
sented on this account. 

Monday, July 10.—I return in 
safety to Wrenbury Wood. Bless- 
ed be God my kind preserver— 
no adversary nor evil occurrence, 
According as I prayed, my God 
has been with me in all places, 
I am comforted with mercies to 
this family, daughter Savage's; 
no sickness or death here, though 
small pox round about. 

Wednesday, 19.—At Nampt- 
wich, a double lecture. r. 








* Of West Bromwich, near Birmingham, 
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Colthurst "preached first, from 
Gen. iii. 15. The seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s 
head, Blessed be God for Jesus 
Christ, that blessed promised seed ; 
he came in the fulness of time, 
has wrought out eternal salvation 
for all his elect. Afterwards Mr. 
Dobson of Salop, whose subject 
I thought well followed, 1 Peter 
v.12. This is the true grace of 
God wherein ye stand. 

Tuesday morning, in bed, J said 
over to myself the Assembly’s 
Catechism—an excellent form of 
sound words, which I was taught 
in my childhood, and trust I shall 
hold fast, and am glad to find 
that, notwithstanding sad decays, 
those good old things I do not 
forget—One said of it, ‘‘ that it’s 
a body of divinity.” 

Wednesday.—Mr. Hains and 
his wife made us a visit. I rejoice 
in the society of such as love and 
fear God, and had some advan- 
tage by a good hint of his; when 
I excused for some neglect in 
the garden, he replied, “‘ I hope 
you keep your own garden clean” 
—* your heart.” Lord help me 
to do it. Above all keepings I 
should and would keep my heart ; 
and now I have no excuse, I 
may spend what time I will in my 
closet—the more I do it, the more 
1 like it. 

1737, April—Two excellent 
books came to my hands this 
week; one the life of Mr. Barrett 
of Nottingham, that I have long 


ago perused. What an eminent 


example of heroic piety ; removed 
by death in the midst of his days ; 
his son sometimes preaches here, 
who, no doubt, has yet benefit 
by the prayers of his good father, 
though he died when he was but 
five years old. 

The other book is by Mr. Ed- 
ward Bury, Rector of Great 
Bolas, Shropshire, (father of Rev. 
S. Bury,) one of the old Non- 


conformists, whom I well knew, 
entitled, A Cordial against the 
Fears of Death. 

1738, July 2. Sabbath-day.— 
A young man, a Mr, Hormblow, 
nephew to Mr. Taylor, came here : 
has been some time in Scotland ; 
designs for the ministry; has 
obtained a good character. O 
that all young ministers may ap- 
prove themselves faithful labour- 
ers, true lovers of Christ and souls; 
they should desire no other bene- 
fice, 

Sabbath. July 16,—This day 
we had old Mr. Stokes; excellent 
subject, Matt. xxii. 37. ‘“* Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind;” very 
lively, strangely ready in Scrip- 
ture; though blind, the eyes of 
his mind are clear and bright; has 
been a preacher fifty years, blind 
twenty-five; O that this love of 
God were shed abroad in my 
heart—great inducements, crea- 
tion, redemption, kind providence, 
preservation, provision, direction 
—directed to a settlement here, 
which 1 did not intend. Sure all 
these mercies are strong obliga- 
tions to love God. 

1739. Monday, February 12.— 
I hear of the death of Mr. Colt- 
hurst, minister at Knutsford, 
Surely a public loss; an upright, 
charitable man. 

Thursday, March 29,—Son and 
daughter Witton came home safe 
and well; received with joy by 
us all. Daughter a some 
good things with her from the 
Lye; remarks from an old paper, 
wrote by Mr. W.’s mother, a good 
woman; lived to be near eighty ; 
a great example of serious piety. 
I doubt not but her prayers are 
answered yet for her children, par- 
ticularly for ber son here, who 
God is pleased to make a great 
blessing to this place. 

Wednesday, May 30,—I read 
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of a pious man, Mr. Lindsey, one 
of Mr. Doolittle’s people, who 
relates this of him, that when his 
mother was grown old, and deaf, 
and did not come out to public 
worship, he would come to her, 
and lay his mouth to her ear, 
and repeat the sermon that had 
been preached that day. An un- 
common instance of filial pious 
duty. 

1740. January 21.—Tidings of 
the death of Rev. Mr. King, of 
Stych, at London, where he went 
for advice about his eyes. He 
was my son’s dear ood intimate 
friend, now joined with him to 
that blessed choir, unfettered from 
this cold and dark abode—may 
my soul be mounting upward till 
I join with them. 

Monday morning, 6th May.— 
Son Witton sets out early for 
Shropshire; son Holland and he 
are to divide and have Mr. King’s 
books. 

Wednesday, June 11.—A solemn 
ordination of Mr. Phillips, at 
Bromsgrove. I am told, twenty- 
five ministers. 

Friday, September 25.—Mr. 
Witton sends his eldest son John 
to Northampton, to Dr. Doddridge 
for education. 

December 8.—This morning 
good Mr. Mattocks, of Birming- 
ham, entertains us awhile with 
his good company; he said, my 
good father was in many things 
like Abram, which made me look 
over a small collection 1 made 
long ago from the annotations on 
John ix: they who would approve 
themselves children of Abraham 
must endeavour to follow his ex- 
ample, namely, Come at his call ; 
follow wherever he leads; and 
resign their dearest interests; be 
strangers and sojourners in the 
world; keep up the worship of 
God in their families; and, above 
all, must always walk before God 
in uprightness. 


1741. Tuesday, March 23.— 
Died Rev. Mr. Warner, of Wal- 
sal. Mr. Witton attended his 
funeral. At night, came in cousin 
Charles Bulkley, in his wa 
towards Chester. I trust he will 
be an instrument of good in the 
church, desiring more the fruit of 
the tree of life, than of the tree of 
knowledge. How much better is 
an upright heart than a learned 
head: yet by no means would [ 
despise or undervalue human 
learning, but beg it may be 
adorned with grace. 

March 31, Tuesday.—A double 
lecture here. Mr. Reay of Whit- 
church; Mr. Dobson from Shrews- 
bury ; and son Holland of Wem, 
came over night. On Thursday, 
2d April, they left us; I trust 
they take a blessing with them, 
and leave a blessing behind. 

April 5.—A ffected with readin 
a little old book of the life pe 
death of Mr. John Hall, of King’s 
Norton, a faithful, laborious mi- 
nister; died in the year 1665: 
many excellent things said of him. 
Was concerned to receive so much 
wages for so little work; so mean 
and low in his own eyes, Emi- 
nently charitable—had been known 
to pull the coat off his own back 
to give to another. 

Sabbath-day, 19.—Son Witton 
went this afternoon to Walsal, to 
preach a funeral sermon for their 
aged minister; text chose by him- 
self, Luke xvii. 10. ‘* When we 
have done all, we are unprofitable 
servants.” [am sure I am so. 

April 23.—A young student, 
Mr. Dawson, comes here: some 
expectations of being recommended 
to Walsal. I humbly hope God 
will order it for the best, as may 
be for his glory. 

Sabbath-day, November 1.—I 
find sweetness in good books, par- 
ticularly in the life of Mr, Barret, 
that pattern of piety. 

In one of his occasional medi- 
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tations of a child running to him 


when it had offended him. Our 
good tender Father pities and 
spares, loves his children dearly, 
and delightfully takes notice, not 
only what they are, and do, but 
what they would be, and would 
do. Mr. Whitlock, in his funeral 
sermon for this Mr, Barret, ex- 
horts the hearers to imitation; 
thus, follow him close, that you 
may not be eternally separated 
from his choice company. Me- 
thinks this is as it were spoken 
to me. How many choice friends 
and relatives are gone from me, to 
that blessed world, to our God 
and Saviour; O, that I may be 
following them, a poor weak wil- 
ling child; humbly beg to be 
owned, and accepted by my hea- 
venly Father. 

1742. Tuesday, 18th May.— 
Was buried, old Mr. Stokes, of 
Dudley. I am told has been a 
minister there forty years or more ; 
has been long blind. 

September.—This week died 
good old Mr. Warren of Coven- 
try,.where he succeeded Mr. Tong, 
and been minister there more than 
forty years. 

October 9.—I had a letter from 
dear sister Tylston, at Chester: 
complains of decay and weakness, 
as we may well expect. She and 
I are all that’s left of the old 
branches of Broad Oak, where we 
drew our first breath, and spent 
our youth in much comfort; had 
the unspeakable advantage of a 
good education. Sure, now should 


look and long for a better coun- 


try. 
‘October 18.—Blessed be God 
for old mercies; this was my 
brother Matthew Heory’s birth- 
day, whom God made a great 
blessing both to the church and his 
relations, 

November, Thursday, 11.—We 
hear of the death of Rev. Mr. 
Bradshaw, of Kidderminster; has 
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been some time weak and declin- 
ing. Saturday, son Witton attends 
the funeral. 

1743. March 3.—Died Rev. Mr. 
Dobson, often prayed for. I trust 
has received his “ Well done ;” it is 
certain God needs no instruments, 
but his church and people need 
them: dear Lord, raise up young 
ministers ; let the mantle of Elijah 
fall on the young Elishas. 

Tuesday, April 20.—A high 
day at Dudley ; the ordination of 
Mr. Hancox and Mr. Fownes. 
Lord, hear the prayers of the day ; 
Dr. Latham preached from Rom, 
x. 15. How shall they preach, 
except they be sent? Mr. Holland 
and Mr. Hse came over night. 

1744. March 12, Monday.— 
Sad tidings of the sudden illness 
and death of good Mr. Mattocks, 
minister of the old meeting at 
Birmingham, a very useful person ; 
such good ministers the world can 
ill spare—a stroke of the palsy, 
co what is man? the best, the 
wisest, the most healthful; what 
shall we say, what shall we do, 
thou hast the ordering of all events, 
The rightegus perish; we should 
lay it to heart. It is affecting to 
see such taken, and such left, 

oor worthless creatures as I yet 
eft. 

25, Sabbath-day.—Mr. Witton 
gone to preach his funeral ser- 
mon. 

November 7.—Son Witton goes 
to the funeral of Mrs. Broadhurst, 
at Birmingham, a minister’s widow. 

A good minister once said to an 
aged friend, though hearing is de- 
cayed, speak the more to God in 
prayer. 

1748. Wednesday, May 4— 
Comes in an unexpected stranger, 
my grandson, Phil, Witton, from 
Hereford ;* well, and grown; 
many prayers for him answered ; 





* © He was then an rentice to Mr. 
Joseph Brett, of Hereford. 
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humbly do we daily commit all 
the children to God; particularly 
desire for him, that he may be a 
good servant both to God, and his 
master. 

Friday, the 6th.—He left us. I 
trust praying breath is not spent 
for him in vain; may he be serving 
God here, and useful in the church 
when I am gone. Amen. 





Friday, July 29.—This day 
heard of sister Tylston’s death on 
the 2ist July; she and I were all 
the branches left of poor Broad 
Oak. Sure these tidings should 
quicken me to prepare for sudden 
remove; she was younger than [, 
She gone—I am going What 
lives should they lead who hope 
to be in heaven shortly. 





SPECIMENS OF AN AMENDED TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 


Dovst ess there will ever be 
some weak-minded or perverse 

rsons, against whose misappre- 
ension and misapplication of 
Scripture no translator can pro- 
vide a sufficient guard. But it 
surely furnishes cause for regret, 
and an additional reason for re- 
vision, to find enthusiasts, in our 
own age and country, contend- 
ing, that all care about our own 
salvation is wrong, and pleading 
as the basis of such a notion, the 
apostle’s prohibition of worldly 
solicitude, defectively translated, 
“ Be careful for notifiig.”* On 
the parallel prohibition of Christ, 
Matt. vi. 25. rendered in the Eng- 
lish Bible, “ Take no thouglit,” 
&c. Campbell justly observes, 
that there is not in the common 
version a more palpable deviation 
than this from the sense of the 
original. “ To take no thought 
about what concerns our own sup- 
port, and the support of those 
who depend upon us,” he adds, 
“would inevitably prove the 
source of that improvidence and 
inaction, which are in the New 
Testament branded as criminal in 
a very high degree. But to be 
without anxiety, is most common- 
ly the attendant of industry in our 
vocation, joined with habitual trust 





* Vide Rev. A. Robertson’s“ Exposure 
of the absurd Pretensious of the Gare- 
loch Enthusiasts.” 


in Providence, and acquiescence in 
its dispensations.” 

No person of any observation 
can have failed to notice the en- 
couragement which worldly-mind- 
ed professors and semi-religious 
persons have asserted that the 
Scriptures afford to their mal- 
practices; much of which would 
be precluded by a more ‘faithful 
and accurate translation.t Nor 
can it have escaped the observa- 
tion of the intelligent and well- 
informed Christian, how many 
pious persons of small acquire- 
ments in religious knowledge, are 
in the habit of expressing both 
their opinions and their feelings in 
a few favourite Scriptural phrases, 
some of which, though often em- 
ployed by popular preachers, in 
the ordinary acceptation, as texts 
of sermons, are nevertheless ve 
incorrect translations of the ori- 
ginal; and pass current in our day 
as symbols of thought widely dif- 
ferent from that intended by the 





+ As I have known a tradesman, re- 
duced to utter want and misery through 
drunkenness and sloth, maintain, that he 
“ obeyed the Scripture in taking no 
thought for to-morrow ;” so have I known 
a professed Christian, guilty of havin 
married an irreligious woman, cietuad 
that he had not violated the principle so 
forcibly expressed in the Apostle’s inter- 
rogation, “‘ What part hath a believer 
with an unbeliever?” because, forsooth, 
he had‘ not married an infidel! 
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writer of their archetypes. Some 
of these will be specified by and 
by. I may further mention here 
what many intelligent persons of 
. respectable station and education 
have lately confessed to me, that 
so far from reading the books of 
the English Bible at large with 
perfect intelligence, it is only some 
fragments and scraps here and 
there which they clearly under- 
stand. Nor has this’evil its cause 
in the inattention of the reader; 
for this very inattention, where it 
exists, is often the effect of de- 
feated endeavour, and nothing else 
than the hopeless acquiescence of 
the miod in ignorance of what it 
has found it useless to try to com- 
prehend. ‘The cause of this ig- 
norance may at least partly be 
found in what was stated in a late 
number of the Eclectic Review. 
‘* Our translators have been so 
intent upon giving the literal 
meaning of single words, as often 
to lose sight of what is very dif- 
ferent, the faithful meaning of the 
whole sentence.” ‘ Were Hero- 
dotus or Xenophon to be trans- 
lated on the principle of the au- 
thorised version of the New Tes- 
tament, they would not be less 
unintelligible than many parts of 
the inspired writings appear to the 
English reader.” The truth is, 
the translators have done great 
injustice to their authors, and 
often given their readers the sha- 
dow instead of the substance, and 
taken to themselves the credit of 
bestowing bread where they have 
presented nothing better than a 
stone. ‘‘ The proper business of 
a translator,” observes the same 
writer, ‘‘is to ascertain from the 
connexion and general scope of 
the passage, the meaning of the 
sacred writer, which is ‘ the mind 
of the spirit.’ and to render it in 
unambiguous, intelligible, idioma- 
tie English.” Were the Apostle 
Paul to read some of his Epistles 
N.S. NO. 74, 
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in their authorised English dress, 
it may be questioned whether he 
would recognise much of their con- 
tents. 

In preference to any more ob- 
servations of this kind at present, I 
shall present some specimens of 
an amended translation, premising 
only, that most of them are sus- 
tained by the highest authorities 
in classical and bibical learning. 

Luke i. 4. It seemed proper to 
me, who have accurately investi- 
gated all [the circumstances] from 
the first, to describe [them] to thee 
in order, most noble Theophilus, 
that thou mightest know the cer- 
tainty of the declarations in which 
thou hast been instructed.—i. 78, 
79. The day-spring hath visited 
us, to shine from on high to those 
who sit in darkness, &c.— iii. 23. 
Jesus was about thirty years old 
when beginning [his ministry.]— 
John i.6—18. A man was raised 
up, sent forth from God: his name 
John. This [person] came for the 
purpose of a testimony, that he 
might bear his testimony concern- 
ing the light, that all may believe 
through him. He himself was not 
the light; but [he was] in order 
that he might bear testimony con- 
cerning the light. The light, the 
true (light) was that which, coming 
into the world, enlighteneth every 
man. He was in the world, and 
the world was brought into exis- 
tence by him: yet the world did 
not acknowledge him. He came 
to his own possessions: yet his 


‘own servants received him not: 


but to those, whosoever [they were 
that] did receive him, he gave 
right to become children of God, 
[as they are those] who believe on 

is name; who are born, not of 
bloods, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, bat of God. 
The word even became flesh: and 
full of grace and truth, he made 
his tahernacle among us; so that 
we beheld his glory, the glory 
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certainly of the Only-begotten 
from the Father. John bare tes- 
mae concerning him, and pub- 
licly declared, saying, This is he 
of whom I said, He that is coming 
after me was brought into existence 
before me ; assuredly he was prior 
to me. Also, out of his felates 
we all have received, even grace 
upon grace. The law indeed has 
been given through Moses: the 
grace and the truth were brought 
through Jesus Christ. No one 
hath ever beheld God. The Only- 
begotten, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath fully explained 
[the divine doctrine.J}—x. 17, 
18. On this account the Father 
loveth me, that I lay down my 
life, yet so that I may take it 
again. No one forceth it from 
me, but I lay it down of myself; 
[ have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again. 
This commission I have received 
from my Father,—xvi. 22—24. I 
shall see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no one taketh from you; and in 
that day ye shall put no questions 
to me. Verily, verily, IE say 
unto you, that whatsoever things 
ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will giveto you. Hither- 
to ye have asked nothing in my 
name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that-your joy may be completed.— 
v. 39,40. Ye search the Scrip- 
tures, and in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me; and yet 
ye will not come to me that ye 
may have life.—Rom. i. 4,5. His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord: who 
according to the flesh was made of 
the posterity of David, [but] ac- 
cording to the Spirit of holiness 
was powerfully evinced to be the 
Son of God, by his resurrection 
from the dead: through whom we 
have received grace and an apos- 
tolic commission, unto the obe- 
dience of faith in all nations, for 


the sake of his name.—ii. 4, 5. 
Despisest thou the riches of his 
kindness and forbearance and 
long-suffering, not acknowledging 
that the kindness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance.—v. 6—11. 
When we were still fallen, Christ 
at the destined time died for us 
as guilty persons. Scarcely would 
any one die for an innocent person 
(though perhaps, to die for a very 
good and beneficent person, some 
one might once take up the hard 
resolution,) but God demonstrates 
his love towards us in that, when 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. How much more then shalt 
we now, after that we have been 
declared righteous on account of 
his blood, be, through him, saved 
and made free from punishment? 
For if, though we were still ene- 
mies, we have been reconciled to 
God through the death of His 
Son, how much more shall we, as 
being already reconciled, be saved 
through his life? And not that 
merely, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have received 
the reconciliation.—-ix. 1. I speak 
the truth by Christ! I lie not 
(my conscience also bearing me 
witness) by the Holy Spirit!— 
3—5. For the sake of my brethren, 
my relations according to the 
flesh; who are Israelites; whose 
are the adoption and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the insti- 
tutions of the law and the services 
of worship, and the promises; 
whose are the fathers; and from 
whom is the Christ as it respects 
the flesh, he who is over all, God 
blessed for ever.—xv. 18. I would 
not dare to speak of any thing 
except of those which Christ hath 
wrought through me, for the obe- 
dience of the nations, in word and 
work, by the efficacy of signs and 
miracles, by the efficacy of the 
Spirit of God.—1 Cor. i. 5—8. In 
every thing ye have been enriched 
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by him, in all expression and in 
all knowledge : so that ye are 
defective in no gracious bestow- 
ment, looking for the revelation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who also 
will keep you firm unto the end, 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.—ii. 5. My doctrine 
and my preaching are not by al- 
luring words of [human] wisdom, 
but by demonstration of the Spirit 
of power, that your faith might be, 
not by the wisdom of men, but by 
the power of God.—xvi. 22. If 
any one love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ let him be devoted to de- 
struction: the Lord is coming.— 
x. 17. Because there is one loaf, 
we, though many, are one body; 
for we all partake of the one loaf. 
—2 Cor. ii. 10. To whom ye grant 
this forgiveness, I also, for what- 
ever forgiveness I grant, I grant 
it for your sake, in the presence 
of Christ.—iv. 6. God who com- 
manded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in their 
hearts, to their illumination with 
the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Jesus Christ. — 
v.14. If one died for all then [in 
effect] did they all die.—Eph. 
i. 12, 13. That we who before 
hoped in Christ, should be to the 
praise of his glory, in whom ye 
also [hoped] when ye had heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation; in whom also, 
having put confidenee ye have 
been sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit.—iv. 11,12. He gave 
some to be apostles, and others to 
be prophets, and others to be 
evangelists, and others to be pas- 
tors and teachers, unto the accom- 
plishing of holy persons for the 
work of the ministry, for the edi- 
fication of the body of Christ.— 
v. 25—27. Christ loved the church 
and gave himself for it, that he 
might set it apart as holy, having 
purified it by the washing of water; 
with the declaration that he would 





present to himself the church glo- 
rious, not having stain or wrinkle, 
or any of such things, but that 
it should be holy and spotless.— 
vi 20. For which I grew old in 
a chain.—Phil. i. 4—7. Making 
supplication, with joy, for your 
kind contribution to the gospel, 
from its first day until now; —— 
as it is right for me to think this 
of you all, because you have me 
in your heart both in my bonds, 
and my defence of myself, and 
my confirmation of the gospel, all 
of you being joint contributors to 
the gift which | have received.— 
ii. 17. Yea, if even I be poured 
out as the libation upon my 
sacrifice and ministerial service 
{for the establishment] of your 
faith, | myself rejoice, and I con- 
gratulate you all.—Col. i. 15. 
Who is the image of the Invisible 
God; the Chief of all the crea- 
tion.—24. I now rejoice in my 
sufferings for you, and I go on to 
endure in my flesh what yet re- 
main of these afflictions [for the 
cause] of Christ, for [the good of] 
his body, which is the church.— 
ii. 9. In him dwelleth in reality 
all the fulness of the Deity: and 
ye are filled by him, who is the 
Head of all principality and au- 
thority.—iii. 22 —25. In singleness 
of heart fearing the Lord; and 
whatsoever thing ye do, do your 
work with sincere readiness as to 
the Lord, and not to men: know- 
ing that from the Lord ye shall 
receive the recompence of your 
lot, for ye serve the Lord Christ ; 
but he who acteth wrongfully 
shall receive according to his 
wrongful conduct; and there is no 
favouring of persons.—1 Thess. 
iv. 16. The Lord himself will 
descend from heavea with a com- 
mand [that the dead should rise], 
with an archangel’s voice, and 
with the trumpet of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first.— 
2 Thess. i. 7—10. The revelation 
M2 
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of the Lord Jesus from heaven, 
with his angels of might, in flaming 
fire, inflicting vengeance upon 
those who acknowledge not God, 
and who obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
suffer punishment,. eternal de- 
struction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his 
power, in that day when he shall 
come to be glorified by his age | 
angels, and to be admired by all 
those who have believed.—1 Tim. 
i. 16. On this account I became 
an object of mercy, that in me 
as a chief [instance] Jesus Christ 
might shew forth the utmost long- 
suffering for an example to those 
who shall hereafter believe on him 
for eternal life. —12. I give thanks 
to him who hath strengthened me, 
Christ Jesus our Lord, that he 
esteemed me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry.—ii. 5, 6. God is 
one, and one is the Mediator be- 
tween God and men, Christ Jesus, 
a man, who gave himself a ransom 
for all [men.]—iii. 14—16. These 
precepts I write unto thee (hoping 
to come to thee very soon; but if 
I should be longer than I expect) 
that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to conduct thyself in the 
house of God, which is the church 
of the living God (the pillar and 
foundation of the truth, and con- 
fessedly great is this mystery of 
religion!) who was manifested in 
human nature, was attested by 
divine proofs, was beheld by an- 
gels, was proclaimed among the 
nations, was believed upon through 
the world, was received back to 
heaven in majestic glory.—2 Tim. 
i. 12. I know in whom I have 
put my confidence; and I am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep the 
deposit which has been entrusted 
to me, until that day.—v. And 
his grace which was given to us in 
Christ Jesus before the ancient 
dispensations.—ii, 15, Study, &c. 
a workman that needeth not to 


be ashamed, taking cure thorough- 
ly to understand the word of 
truth—19. The foundation of 
God standeth firm, having this in- 
scription, ** The Lord approves of 
those who are his,” and ‘ Let 
every one who, &c.”—26. And 
they who have been taken cap- 
tive by the devil, may recover 
themselves out of his snare to the 
will of God.—iv. 17, 18. The 
Lord stood by me and strengthen- 
ed me, that the gospel preached 
might through me be fully evi- 
denced, and all the nations hear 
it: and I was rescued out of the 
lion’s mouth. And the Lord will 
rescue me from every wicked 
work, and will save me, &c.— 
Heb. i. 2, 3. God hath spoken 
to us by his Son; whom he hath 
constituted possessor of all things, 
by whom also he made the worlds ; 
who, being the brightness of his 
glory, and the exact impression of 
his manner of existence, &c.— 
ii. 11. He who sanctifieth and 
they who are sanctified are all of 
one | father] ; for which cause he is 
not ashamed to call them brethren. 
—14—18. Since then, infants are 
partakers in common of flesh and 
blood, he himself also in like man- 
ner partook of the same, that 
through means of death he might 
depose him, who holdeth do- 
minion of death, that is the devil; 
and might deliver those who in 
fear of death were, through the 
whole of life, subjects of bondage. 
For truly itis not the angels whom 
he succoureth, but he succoureth 
the posterity of Abraham. Whence 
it was necessary that he should be 
made like to his brethren in all 
respects, that he might become a 
merciful and faithful bhigh-priest, 
in the things which relate to God, 
in order to propitiate for the sins 
of the people. For in that he hath 
suffered, being himself tempted, 
he is able to relieve those who are 
tempted.—iii, 1—5, Consider the 
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messenger and bigh-priest of our 
religion, Jesus, who was faithful 
to him who appointed him, as 
also Moses [was] in the whule of 
his household. Because this [per- 
son] is judged worthy of more 
glory than Moses, in the pro- 
portion that the constructor of the 
household possesseth more honour 
than the household; for every 
household is constructed by some 
one, and he who hath constructed 
all the things is God. Further; 
Moses, on the one hand, was faith. 
ful in all his household, as an 
attendant, in order to the tes- 
timony of the things which were 
to be spoken, but, on the other 
hand, &c. as a son over his house- 
hold, whose household we are.— 
iv. 15, 16. We have not a high 
priest who cannot sympathise 
with our weaknesses, but one who 
has been tempted in all respects 
like to us, only without sin. Let 
us then approach with confidence 
to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy, and may find 
grace for the most pressing time of 


need,—v. 4—9. No man taketh this’ 


honour to himself, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron. So 
also, Christ assumed not to himself 
the honour of becoming high-priest, 
but he [conferred it] who said to 
him, “ Thou art my Son; this day 
I have begotten thee :” as also in 
another [psalm], ‘“‘ Thou art a 
priest for ever, according to the 
order of Melchisedec.” Who, in 
the days of his own flesh having 
offered prayers and supplications, 
with strong crying and tears, to 
Him who was able to save him 
from death, and being delivered 
from his distress, (for indeed 
though he was the Son, he learned 
from the sufferings that he en- 
dured what was the obedience) 
[emer he had undertaken,} and 

eing completed, he became to all 
who obey him the author of eter- 
nal salvation.—vi.19, 20, That 


we may have strong consolation 
who have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upon the hope set be- 
fore us; which we have as an 
anchor of life, both sure and 
steadfast, and entering into the 
inner part of [the most holy place 
within] the veil, whither a fore- 
runner is entered on our behalf, 
Jesus, become a high-priest for 
ever, according to the order of 
Melchisedec. —vii. 18, 19. For 
there takes place, both an aboli- 
tion of the preceding command- 
ment on account of its weakness 
and inefficiency (for the law 
made nothing perfect ;) and an in- 
troduction ofa better hope,bywhich 
we draw near to God.—23, 24. 
And they were indeed many [suc- 
cessive] priests on account of their 
being prevented by death from 
continuing; but he on account of 
his continuing for ever, hath the 
priesthood, which can never pass 
to another, - 28. For the law con- 
stituteth priests, men who have 
infirmity ; but the declaration of 
the oath, which took place after 
the law, [constituteth] the Son 
who is made perfect for ever.— 
viii. 1, 2. The great point, in rela- 
tion to the things which we have 
been treating, is this, that we 
have such a High Priest, who is 
seated at the right hand of the 
throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens; president of holy things, 
&c.—5. Who performed the sacred 
services in a model and shadow 
of the heavenly [sanctuary], &c. 
—ix. Ll, 12. But Christ having 
presented himself, a High Priest 
of the blessings to come, through 
the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, 
(that is, not of this creation,) 
and not through the blood of 
goats and calves, but through his 
own blood, entered once into the 
sanctuary, having acquired eter- 
nal redemption. —23—28. It was, 
therefore, necessary that, as the 
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resemblances of those things, 
pene constitute the state of per- 
ection] in heaven were to be 
purified by these Gere victims, ] 
so those heavenly things them- 
selves by sacrifices superior to 
these: for Christ hath entered, not 
into the sanctuary made by [human] 
hands, which was only a repre- 
sentation of the true [sanctuary,] 
but into heaven itself, sow to ap- 
pear in the presence of God on 
our behalf. Not that he should 
offer himself often, as the high 
priest entered into the boly place 
every year with blood [not his 
own, but that] of another: for in 
that case he must have suffered 
often from the beginning of the 
world, But now, once, at the 
completion of the ages he hath 
been manifested for the abolition 
of sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
And as it is appointed unto men 
to die once, and after that [fol- 
loweth] judgment, so Christ having 
been offered once to bear the sins 
of many, will appear the second 
time without [again suffering for] 
sin; [but] for salvation to those 
who wait for him.—x. 10. We are 
consecrated to God, through the 
offering of the body of Christ 
once.—19—22. Having therefore, 
brethren, liberty for the way of 
admission into the most holy place, 
by the blood of Jesus, a way of 
admission which he hath opened 
for us, a fresh and living way 
through the veil, that is, his own 
flesh, and [having also him as] 
a great priest over the household 
of God; let us approach [the 
throne of the Most High] with a 
true heart.—xii. 25. See that ye 
reject not Him that speaketh; for 
if they escaped not, who rejected 
Him when delivering the divine 
oracles upon earth, how much 
less shall we, if we turn away 
from Him when so delivering 
them from heaven ?—27, 28. Now 
this [prophetic oracle), ‘‘ yet once 


more,” &c. marks the changing 
of the things shaken, as of things 
which had accomplished [their 
design], in order that the things 
unshaken may remain. Since then 
we have received a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let us hold 
fast the gift, by [the enjoyment 
of] which, we can serve God 
acceptably, with reverence and 
godly fear.—James i. 5—7. If 
any one of you be wanting in 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all liberally, and re- 
proacheth not, and it shall be 
given to him. But let him ask in 
faith in no respect hesitating: for 
he who hesitateth is like a wave 
of the sea driven by the wind and 
tossed about. Let not such a man 
think, that he shall receive any 
thing from the Lord,—a double- 
minded man, unstable in all his 
ways.—12. Blessed is the man 
who endureth temptation: for 
when he has been approved by 
the trial, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promised to those who love him. 
—ii. 1. My brethren, let it not 
be with [worldly minded and un- 
just] regards to the persons [of 
men] that ye hold the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ [the Lord 

of glory.—5. Attend, my belove 

brethren; hath not God chosen 
the poor of this world [to be] rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, 
which he hath promised to those 
who love him ?—iii. 1, 2. My 
brethren, be not many [of you] 
teachers, knowing that we [who 
teach] shall undergo «a severer 
scrutiny. For in many things we 
all offend.—1 Pet. i. 8, 9. Christ 
Jesus, whom, though ye have not 
seen, ye love ; upon whom, though 
ye now behold him nut, yet be- 
lieving, ye exult with unspeak- 
able and enraptured joy; gaining 
the end of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls—il. What time 
and circumstances the Spirit of 
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Christ, which was in them pointed 
out, testifying before concerning 
the sufferings [that were to fall] 
upon Christ, and the glories [which 
should be) after them.—ii. 6. 7. 
It is said in Scripture, ‘‘ Behold, 
I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 
selected and precious ; whosoever 
confideth in it shall not be asham- 
ed.” There is honour, therefore 
to you who confide; but to the 
mistrustful, the stone which the 
builders rejected is made the head 
of the corner.—2 Pet. i. 1. Symeon 
Peter, a servant and apostle of 
Jesus Christ, unto those who have 
obtained a faith equally valuable 
with ours, in the righteousness of 
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
—ii. 1. Among you there will be 
false teachers, who will artfully 
bring in destructive opinions, even 
denying Him that redeemed them 
to be the Sovereign, bringing 
upon themselves swift destruction. 
—i. 19—21. We have also the 
word of prophecy more confirmed ; 
whereunto ye do well that ‘ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise in 
your hearts: acknowledging this 
as a first [principle], that no pro- 

hecy of the Scripture is of self- 
interpretation, for prophecy has 
not at any time come by the will 
of man; but holy men of God 
spake, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit.—iii. 9—12. The Lord doth 
not delay with respect to his pro- 
mise, as some reckon delaying; 


but is long-suffering towards us, 


not desiring that any should perish, 
but that all should come to a 
change of mind. But the day of 
the Lord will come as a thief 
[cometh.]—Since then all these 
things are dissolving, what distin- 
guished persons ought you to be! 
with holy lives and acts of devo- 
tion looking for, and even hasten- 
ing on, the coming of the day of 
God.—1 John i. 1—3. With re- 


spect to the worp of Life, (for 
indeed the LIFE has been mani- 
fested, and we have seen [it], and 
bear witness [to it], and we an- 
nounce to you that eternal life, 
which was with the FATHER, and 
has been manifested to us;) we 
announce to you, Him who was 
from the beginning, whom we 
have heard, whom we have with 
our eyes beheld, whom we have 
gazed upon, and our hands have 
touched ; in order that ye also may 
have a communion [of blessings] 
with us: and indeed ours [is] the 
communion with the FATHER and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.—ii. 
3—6. By this we know that we 
rightly regard him, if we keep his 
commandments. He who saith I 
rightly regard him, and keepeth 
not his commandments is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But 
whosoever keepeth his word, truly 
in him the love of God is accom. 
plished. By this we know that 
we are in him. He who saith that 
he abideth in him, ought himself 
also toact, even as he acted.—22. 
Who is a liar if he be not who 
denieth that Jesus is the Messiah? 
This is the anti-christ, &c.—v. 19, 
20. We know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding, that we may 
know the True [Onc]; and we are 
in the True [One] in his Son 
Jesus Christ: this is the true God, 
and the eternal life—Rev. xiii. 8. 
And all that dwelt on the earth wor- 
shipped him, whose name was not 
written from the foundation of the 
world, in the book of life of the 
Lamb that was slain. 

These specimens of amended 
translation, necessarily short and 
abrupt, are left to make their own 
impression upon the reader's mind, 
Could the admirable author, from 
whose published works it will be 
seen by many, that most of the 
preceding passages have been 
taken, and whose writings already 
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form not only an invaluable trea- 
sure to the church, but also an 
imperishable monument of his 
various, profound, and accurate 
learning; be induced to under- 
take the translation of the whole 
Bible—a work to which few men 
besides, in Europe, are so com- 
petent by attainments and habits, 


Encouragement to Christian Mothers 





[Feb. 


England would possess the Holy 
Scriptures in a form not only wor- 
thy of the present advanced state of 
science and literature, but deserv- 
ing also the people’s confidence, 
which no preceding translation, 
however great its comparative 
merits, seems yet to have obtained, 
PHILALETHES. 


ENCOURAGEMENT TO CHRISTIAN MOTHERS IN THE RELIGIOUS 
INSTRUCTION OF THEIR CHILDREN. 


Every one acquainted with the 
depravity of human nature, will 
expect difficulties in the care and 
tuition of youth: parents, how- 
ever, are too apt to faint and de- 
spond, when those difficulties 
seem, instead of vanishing, to 
multiply and thicken around them, 
It appears to them that their plans 
are frustrated, and their labours 
lost, although they are not war- 
ranted to draw such hasty con- 
elusions. I shall now lay before 
Christian mothers some instances 
of usefulness, which may serve to 
enliven their hopes and invigorate 
their efforts. Facts often carry more 
force than arguments. The first case 
I shall mention is that of the pious 
and excellent BishopHall. Speak- 
ing in tender and affectionate terms 
of his mother, he says, ‘‘ How 
often have I blessed the memory of 
those divine passages of experi- 
mental divinity, which I ons 
heard from her mouth. What 
day did she pass without being 
much engaged in private devotion? 
Never have any lips read to me 
such feeling !ectures of piety as 
her’s. In a word, her life and 
death were saint-like.” 

Few books, in our language, are 
more rich in the savour of true 
religion, than this prelate’s Con- 
templations, a work which parents 
should read, or recommend to 
their children, And how pleasing 


to reflect, that their author, like 
Timothy, received his first serious 
impressions from maternal instruc- 
tion and example. Philip Henry, 
usually called an account of the 
spirituality of his mind, and the 
amiableness of his conduct, the 
heavenly Henry, was in his earliest 
years trained up by his fond pa- 
rents in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord, and he retained 
to the end of life a lively and 
grateful sense of the benefit thus 
received. “If ever,” says he, 
‘*‘ any child, such as I was, be- 
tween the tenth and fifteenth year 
of my age, enjoyed line upon line, 
and precept upon precept, did, and 
wasitin vain? I trust not altogether 
in vain, My soul rejoiceth, and 
is glad at the remembrance of it. 
The word distilled as the dew, 
and dropped as the rain. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul; as long as 
I live I will bless the Lord; L 
will praise my God while I have 
my being. Had it been only the 
restraint that it laid upon me, 
whereby I was kept from the 
common sins of other children and 
youth, such as cursing and swear- 
ing, and sabbath-breaking, I were 
bound to be very thankful; but 
that it prevailed, through grace, 
effectually to bring me to God, 
how much am | indebted! and 
what shall I render to Him 2” 

Mr. Gilpin gives a pleasing pic- 
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ture of the attention given by Mrs. 
Gilpin to the education of his ex- 
cellent son, especially in the earlier 
atages of the work. ‘‘ She was 
skilled in all the proper methods 
of dealing with his gentle: spirit, 
and could elevate his yielding 
thoughts to God, by the most fa- 
miliar representations. She knew 
all the direct approaches to his 
heart, and was constantly watch- 
ing the most favourable oppor- 
tunities for making serious impres- 
sions on his mind. By her inti- 
mate acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures, she was prepared to 
entertain him with relations of the 
most interesting kind; while, by 
her piety, she was enabled to turn 
that entertainment to some pro- 
fitable purpose. Methinks I see 
him, at this moment, sitting in his 
little chair by the side of his ten- 
der guardian, and listening to her 
instructions with a face full of 
eager attention. Many a time 
have J seen her so occupied, while 
T have silently solicited a blessing 
upon their happy employment. 
Such were our joint labours, to 
raise our willing child, step by 
step, towards the fountain-head of 
blessedness; and our efforts were 
crowned with more than ordinary 
success.” 

Perhaps many a disconsolate 
mother may be ready to exclaim, 
Ah! but all do not manifest in 
early life the gentle and suscepti- 
tive dispositions of a Hall, a 
Henry,a Gilpin! True, but some 
of the most volatile have had their 
wandering minds fixed, and some 
of the most stubborn have had 
their obstinacy melted down and 
subdued, by the divine blessing 
upon the patient and persevering 
use of proper means. Indeed, we 
are not warranted to conclude, 
that early religious instruction is 
all lost; even when it seems so. 
The precious seed often lies long 
hid under ground, but springs up 
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at last. One of the most touching 
passages in the Confessions of the 
celebrated Augustine, is that in 
which he speaks of the tender soli- 
citude of his devout mother, and 
owns the influence which her 
prayers and tears had, in checking 
his licentious course, and changing 
his views and pursuits. The late 
venerable John Newton, in the 
narrative of his eventful life, ex- 
presses the most ardent regard for 
his revered mother, She made it 
her chief business and pleasure to 
instruct her only child in the ele- 
ments of religious knowledge. 
She stored his memory with whole 
chapters of Scripture, with cate- 
chisms and hymns, and left no 
means untried to impress upon his 
mind the truths of Christianity. 
This excellent parent he lost when 
he was but seven years old. 
Plunged into a wicked world, his 
youth and mature years were 
given up to almost every kind of 
vice and profligacy; yet he ac- 
knowledges, that after he was re- 
claimed by the grace of God, the 
instructions given in his childhood 
vividly recurred to his recollection, 
and were of considerable use to 
him. Gilbert West was at one 
time warped into the labyrinth of 
infidelity. But he did not feel at 
ease in his unbelief. The linger- 
ing impressions of reverence, made 
by maternal tuition, could never 
be quite effaced. In a letter to 
Dr. Doddridge, he says, * I can- 
not help noticing, on this occasion, 
your remarks on the advantage of 


an early education in the principles 


of religion, because 1 have myself 
happily experienced it; since I 
owe to the early care of a most 
excellent woman, my mother, that 
bent and bias to religion, which, 
with the co-operating grace of 
God, hath at length brought me 
back to those paths of peace from 
which I might have otherwise been 
in danger of deviating for a The 
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parallel betwixt me and Colonel 
Gardiner was, in this instance, too 
striking not to affect me exceed- 
ingly.” 

It would be no difficult matter 
to adduce many other examples; 
but these may encourage you, who 
have the chief charge of teaching 
the doctrines and duties of Chris- 
tianity, as the infant mind opens. 


Do not give up your hopes of 
success, or your endeavours and 
prayers, because no signs of fruit 
at present appear. Go on, dili- 
gently using all means, and trust- 
ing to God for his blessing; re- 
membering that he hath said, 
‘‘Them that honour me, I will 
honour; and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed.” 





THE PASTOR’S 


RETROSPECT. 


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST. 


(Continued from p. 14.) 


In our last article the history of 
Mons. J. A. C. was brought down 
tothe period of his final decision 
to quit the Romish Communion, 
When his decision was made 
known, he was forcibly prevented 
from. entering his church to ad- 
dress a farewell discourse to his 
parishioners, he therefore prepared 
a letter to them, which has been 
already adverted to. On account 
of its general excellence and adap- 
tation to usefulness among Ca- 
tholics, we shall here insert it, 
though its length will compel us 
to defer the remainder of the nar- 
rative to a future number. 


‘“* My dear Parishioners and Bre- 
thren in Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour, 

** Not having the opportunity 
to bid you a personal farewell, I 
take up my pen to discharge a 
duty which is very near to my 
heart, which gratitude demands, 
and more especially that Christian 
affection which constrains me, as 
in the presence of God, to declare 
to you the truth. 

** Removed to a distance from 
you, through one of those motives 
of conscience which worldlings 
deride, my enemies have not failed 
to seize this opportunity to emu- 


late each other in lavishing on me 
the odious epithets of impious and 
heretic, as if L were impious and a 
heretic for having presumed to 
place on a candlestick the Word 
which they would have kept under 
a bushel, and for having taken, 
in despite of prejudice, the firm 
and steadfast resolution to follow, 
without hypocrisy, the course 
which I find dictated in the Holy 
Scriptures. But as I speak to 
Christians, friends to the truth, 
and desirous of their salvation, I 
think they will know how to judge 
me with impartiality, and far from 
considering me as a bad citizen, 
and an impious man, as some 
have wished to represent me, they 
will perceive that [ am frank, and 
a sincere Christian, by whom hy- 
pocrisy has been ever regarded 
with horror and contempt, and 
who has preferred to throw himself 
into the arms of Providence, ex- 
posed to all those trials to which 
He may be pleased to call him, 
rather than longer exercise a mi- 
nistry 30 opposed to the gospel 
and to his conscience. ‘ Every 
one that hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name sake, shall re- 
ceive an hundred fold, and shall 
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inherit everlasting life.’ Matt. xix. 
5, 29. 

‘* My enemies, who have per- 
ceived nothing in my determina- 
tion to embrace the Gospel but 
motives derived from ‘human in- 
terest, have endeavoured to asperse 
me by all the means which their 
hatred could suggest, and have 
pronounced me to be actuated by 
passion and ambition. 

**Suchan accusation isafllicting, 
and charity itself makes it a duty 
that I should justify myself by 
developing the motives which have 
obliged me to take this determina- 
tion. 

‘*T would then ask these censors, 
if such is the course which a pas- 
sionate and ambitious man would 
pursue: if he could expect to 
attain his ends by depriving him- 
self of all that the world esteems, 
by renouncing a condition which 
bestowed riches, and secured the 
regard of his fellow citizens ?” Oh, 
trnly, had I been influenced by so 
shameful a motive, 1 would have 
taken a yet more shameful course, 
—that of dissimulation ; and have 
been so much the more a hypocrite, 
and the more wicked, knowing it 
to require an appearance of great 
virtue to cover the want of sin- 
cerity. But no, I have frankly 
declared my opinion ; and if this 
conduct do not procure me friends, 
it at least makes me at peace with 
my God, with myself, and in 
harmony with the Holy Serip- 
tures, which are the sole rule of 
our conduct, with which, aided 
by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, we may attain that faith 
which alone justifies the ungodly. 
Rom. iii. 27. 

1 have only rejected human 
ordinances, which are vainly pre- 
tended to operate.as the means of 
salvation ;* and have thereby the 
more firmly attached myself to 





* “17 exhort you toread the whole of © 


the second chapter of the Colossians, and 
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Jesus, looking henceforth for sal- 
vation neither from the absolution 
of men, nor from my own merits, 
but from him alone. ‘ Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved.”-——Acts iv. 
12 

‘« T say then, my dearly beloved 
brethen, never forget what [ have 
so frequently declared to you of 
the love of our common Sa- 
viour. Remember that he is 
a God of goodness, peace, and 
mercy; that he extends his arms 
towards you from the highest 
heaven, where he sits at the right 
hand of bis eternal Father; that 
he calls you to him to enlighten 
you, to console and give you rest. 
‘Come unto me,’ says he ‘in his 
Word, ‘ come all that are weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.—Matt. xi. 28. He is 
the physician of our souls—the 
sole, the only mediator between 
heaven and earth, to whom we 
must have recourse to obtain grace 
and mercy. ‘ For there is one 
God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all to be testifiedin due time.’ 
1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. He is the onl 
way whereby we can ap 
the throne of divine mercy. ‘I 
am the way, the truth, and ‘the 
life; no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.’—John iv. 6. 

** What blindness is it then to 
seek elsewhere for the way of 
salvation, consolation, and peace, 
since we find all these abundantly 
in the love of our Saviour, and in 
obedience to his word! ‘ He 
who hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth 
me. And he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will 


you will find unanswerable re to all 

that can be alleged in favour o' or- 

dinances. Read also the 14th of Romans.” 
N2 
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love him, and will manifest myself 
unto him.’ (John xiv, 21.) And 
farther; ‘ Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give unto you.’ 
(John v.27.) And again: ‘ Ve- 
rily, verily, | say unto you, if ye 
ns any thing of the Father in my 
name, he will give it you. Hi- 
therto have ye asked nothing in 
my name: ask and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full.’ 
(Joho xvi. 23, 24.) 

“« Apply then, my dearly beloved, 
to that gracious Saviour who so 
mercifully invites you to him; re- 
linquish not, from a blind attach- 
ment to, and a vain confidence in 
human institutions, the good part 
he hath reserved for his redeemed, 
for his beloved brethren, for whom 
he has not disdained to shed 
his vital blood, that precious 
blood of the new covenant, which 
washes us from all our unclean- 
ness. Present him a_ cuntrite 
and humble heart; he will not 
reject it; for it is the only sa- 
erifice which is agreeable to him. 
(Psalm li. 17.) 

** Search for yourselves in the 
Holy Scriptures, which are vouch- 

for the nourishment of our 
souls, and to guide us through the 
dangerous paths of a corrupt and 
wicked world. ‘ For all Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness.’ (2 Tim. iii. 
16.) 

** Seek therein the true know- 
ledge of your salvation to the end, 
that avoiding the reproach which 
the Saviour made to the Sad- 
ducees: ‘ Do ye not err, because 
ye know not the Scriptures, nei- 
ther the power of God?’ (Mark 
xii. 24.) Ye may participate in 
that celestial heritage promised to 


those who, through faith, seek it 
in Jesus. 

«7 am well aware how you will 
be told that councils and popes 
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have established the doctrine and 
sense of scripture, as founded on 
the tradition of the elders,* and 
that, therefore, it is rash and un- 
warrantable for private indivi- 
duals to intermeddle with religion, 
and pretend that they ought to ex- 
amine for themselves, whether or 
not the doctrine taught is con- 
formable to the Word of God. 
But, my dearly beloved brethren, 
beware; if you have your salva- 
tion truly at heart, you ought 
solely to attach yourself to the 
law of the Saviour, without any 
regard to this multiplicity of hu- 
man ordinances, because you will 
not be judged by these ordinances 
in ‘ the day of the Lord’s recom- 
pense,’ but truly, by his word. 
‘ He that rejecteth me, and re- 
ceiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him, the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge 
him in the last day. For I have 
not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave 
me a commandment what { should 
say, and what I should speak, 
And I know that his command- 
ment is life everlasting: what- 
soever I speak, therefore, even as 
the Father said unto me, so I 
speak.’ (John xii. 48to a * But 
with me,’ says the apostle Paul, ¢ it 
is a very small thing that I should 





* “ By tradition, as understood in the 
Romish church, are signified all those 
ordinances, rites, and dogmas, of which 
no vestige is to be found in the Holy 
Scriptures, and which having arisen 
in the middle ages, in the midst of su- 
perstition and barbarity, have descended 
from age to age, to the present time: 
as private masses, the pomp of sacer- 
dotal vestments, wax tapers, holy water, 
processions, purgatory, the invocation of 
saints, lndnigenses, nt, we. all show 
are part to scripture, part 
mithout the thority rs sarighane, pe 

tated from Pagan worshi 
which are sufficient grounds for thels 
ryesten, as pernicious inventions, in the 
midst of which man is bewildered, and 
loses t of the sole, the only object of 
his faith, Jesus Christ crucified.” 
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be judged of you, or of man’s 
judgment: yea, I judge not mine 


own self. For I know nothing 
by myself; yet am I not hereby 
justified, but he that judgeth me 
is the Lord.’ 1 Cor. v. 3,4. ‘ Be- 
ware, says St. Paul, (Coloss, ii. 
8, &c.) ‘lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ. Let no man, 
therefore, judge you in meat or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, or of the 
Sabbath days, which are a shadow 
of things to come; but the body 
is of Christ. Let no man beguile 
eae of your reward, in a voluntary 

umility and worshipping of an- 
gels, intruding into those things 
which he hath not seen, vainly 
puffed up by his fleshly mind, and 
not holding the head from which 
all the body, by joints and hands, 
having nourishment ministered, 
and knit together, increaseth with 
the increase of God. Wherefore, 
if ye be dead with Christ from the 
rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye 
subject to ordinances, (touch not, 
taste not, handle not, which all are 
to perish with the using ;) after 
the commandments and doctrines 
of men? Which things have, in- 
deed, a show of wisdom in will 
worship, and humility, and neg- 
lecting of the body ; not in any 
honour to the satisfying of the 
flesh ;’ as if there were a deficiency 
of merit in the sufferings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In vain do 

ou employ yourselves in seeking 
for the Saviour amidst this laby- 
rinth of impure ordinances, there 
you will never find him; all these 
things are of an earthly nature, 
and are only profitable as such. 
But you, who are the redeemed of 
Jesus Christ, come to him as his 
redeemed, divested of all these 
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marks of your former servitude, 
these earthly ties, which impede 
the elevation of your souls to- 
ward the Lord, and from seeking 
him by faith in spirit and in truth : 
‘for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him,’ (John iv. 23,) and 
not those who confide in the works 
of the law. ‘They who are of 
faith,’ says St. Paul, ‘are blessed 
with faithful Abraham; for as 
many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse.’ (Gal. iii. 
9, 10.) I repeat to you, my 
dearly beloved brethren, hold 
fast all these things, and engrave 
them deeply on your hearts, for 
they are taken from the word of 
God, which cannot lie. ‘ But 
though we, or an angel from hea- 
ven, preach any other gospel unto 
you, than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. As we said before, 
so say I now again, if any man 
preach any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let 
him be accursed. (Gal. i. 8, 9.) 
You plainly perceive, my bre- 
thren, the terrible maledictions 
ronounced ageinst those who 
ave the temerity to corrupt the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, by inter. 
mingling human precepts there- 
with. Ah! beware, then, of incur- 
ring these maledictions, by partici- 
pating, throughaslothful obedience 
in this sacrilege committed against 
the Word of God. You will not 


- be able, as many others, at the day 


of judgment, to plead ignorance, 
because I refer you to the truth of 
God’s Word, and because you 
may daily convince yourselves by 
reading this divine testimony. 
Wherefore St. Paul again expresses 
himself on the same subject, thus: 
‘ Stand fast, therefore, in the li- 
berty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. 
Behold, I, Paul, say unto you, 
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that if ye be circumcised,* Christ 
shall profit you nothing. For I 
testify again unto every man that 
is circumcised, that he is a debtor 
to do the whole law. Christ is 
become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified ‘by 
the law; ye are fallen from grace. 
For we, through the Spirit, wait 
for the hope of righteousness by 
faith, (Gal. v, 1 to5 ) 

‘* In short, my dearly beloved, 
if man could be justified by his 
works, and by his observance of 
the law, this would suffice him, 
and he would no longer require a 
Saviour; Jesus Christ would have 
died in vain, and thus the founda- 
tion of Christianity would be sub- 
verted, since it is wholly founded 
on ‘the merit of his sufferings and 
death. ‘ For,’ says St. Paul, 
‘If righteousness come by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vain.’ 
(Gal. ii. 21.) 

“Your good works, my dear 
friends, are too imperfect, and tow 
much infected with sin to merit for 
you the eternal crown of felicity 
and glory. The blood of Jesus 
Christ can alone render you wor- 
thy, because it is by him, and by 
him alone, that you have been 
redeemed, ‘ Ye were not redeem- 
ed with corruptible things, as sil- 
ver and gold, from your vain con- 
versation received by tradition 
from your fathers; but with the 
regres blood of Christ; as of a 
amb without blemish and without 
spot.’ (1 Pet. i.18, 19.) 

‘* Now, my brethren, having 
showed you, from numerous pas- 
sages of scripture,that man is not 





* “By the word circumcised, the apostle 
Paul speaks not of the Jewish.circum- 
cision only, but of all legal ordinances 
whatsoever, and declares that they who 
pretend to be justified thereby are fallen 
from grace. Lest, then, such a calamity 
should overtake us,let us follow his coun- 
sel, which is, “‘ Be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.” . 
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justified by works, but by faith 
only ; that the righteousness which 
cometh of God is a gratuitous gift 
of his grace, permit me to show you 
that the Roman Catholics are in 
contradiction with themselves, iby 
pretending that works are an in- 
gredient in the justification of 
man. If, as they pretend, works 
promote our justification con- 
jointly with faith, these are either 
the works which precede justi- 
fication, or those which follow it; 
for there is no medium in the spi- 
ritual state of man, either he is 
justified or he is not. Now this 
being premised, I say that the 
Papists are in contradiction with 
themselves ; for, being obliged to 
make choice in this dilemma, they 
cannot escape but by an absurdity. 
If they say that theyare the works 
which precede justification, I re+ 
ply, from their own confession, 
that these are dead works, without 
merit in the sight of God, and 
consequently of no avail for our 
justification, See the Catholic 
summaries of Divinity, on the 
article Opera Mortua, (Dead 
Works.) Neither can they say 
that these are the works which fol- 
low justification, since man is 
already justified. Works, then, 
avail nothing toward the justifica- 
tion of man; but, as St. Paul 
says, he is justified by faith with- 
out the works of the law. (Rom. 
iti. 28.)* 

* “The words of St James will not 
fail to be urged against me: “ Faith 
without works is dead.” Nes 17.) This 
passage appears, at first view, in 
sition with that of St. Paul, which I 
have just cited, but this is by no means 
the case; for if we attentively consider 
the epistle of St. Paul, and that of St. 
James, we will perceive that what is but 
an apparent contradiction arises from 
these two apostles having considered 
works under different points of view, 
and that thus they did not treat of the 
same subject in a similar manner. It is 
evident, from the whole of St. Panl’s 
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‘¢ Besides this fundamental error, 
there remain others, of which you 
may judge by the following pa- 
rallel, 

“* Scripture says, that Jesus 
Christ is our only Mediator, our 
ouly Advocate with God, that it 
is by him, and by him alone, that 
we can go to the Father. ‘ For 
there is one God, and one Me- 
diator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus; who gave him- 
self a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.’ (1 Tim. ii.5,6.) «If 
any man sin we have an advocate 
with the Father, &c. (1 John 
ii, 1, 2.) 

“The Romish Church, on the 
contrary, farther admits the merits 





context, that he here speaks but of the 
efficient cause of justification, and not of 
the means whereby it is to be proved ; 
and under this view he could say that 
man is justified by faith without the 
deeds of the law; whereas St. James 
does not speak of the efficient cause of 
salvation, but only of the means whereby 
this justification may be manifested be- 
fore men, and he proves it in the follow- 
ing verse, in addressing himself to him 
who should pretend to have faith without 
works: ** Thou hast faith, and I have 
works, shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I wi!l shew thee my faith by 
my works.” This is also what Jesus 
Christ would have us understand, when 
he says; ‘ Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Every good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit.” (Matt. vii. 16,17.) And 
in effect, though works do not justify, it 
would, nevertheless, be equally absurd 
to say, that a man who refuses to per- 
form good works, has faith, as it would 
be to say, that a tree which does not 
bear good fruit isa good tree ; but asa 
tree must be essentially, a good tree 
before it can bear good fruit, so man 
must be justified before he can perform 
works which are agreeable to God. A 
appetite does not communicate 
th to the sick, but is only a sign of 
health; so works do not justify, but are 
only signs of justification. Now, as it 
would not benefit a man to say, that he is 
in good health, if he has no appetite, 
because he cannot long sustain himself, 
so St. James could declare that it would 
avail a man_ nothing. to say that he has 
faith, if he-has not works because such a 
faith cannot save him. (James ii. 14.)” 
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and intercession of the holy Virgin 
and the saints. Jesus Christ is 
represented by her as a severe 
judge, and Mary as fulfilling, in- 
stead of Jesus, the functions of 
mediator. 

‘« Scripture says, ‘that by one 
offering Dice Christ hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified ;’ 
and that sin being expiated by his 
blood, there is no more need of 
sacrifice. ‘ Now where remission 
of these is, there is no more offer- 
ing for sin.’ (Heb. x. 14. 18.) 

“The Romish Church daily 
offers a new sacrifice for sin, pre- 
tending to renew the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ in the celebration of 
the mass. 

‘“‘ Scripture says, ‘that Jesus 
Christ has ordained the Com- 
munion in two kinds, and has com- 
manded us to celebrate it in like 
manner. ‘ And as they were eat- 
ing, Jesus took bread,’ &c. ‘And 
he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, Drink 
ye ALL of it, &c. (Matt. xxvi. 
26—28.) 

“The Romish Church has 
changed the institution of Jesus 
Christ, and has withheld the cup 
from the laity. 

‘Scripture calls the bread, 
bread, and the wine, wine, after, 
as before the benediction. ‘ For 
as oft as ye eat this bread,’ &c. 
(St. Paul to the Cor. xi, 26—28.) 

«©The Romish Church teaches 
transubstantiation ; and that after 
the benediction, the bread is no 
longer bread, nor the wine, wine ; 
but that both are really and essen- 
tially changed into the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ. 

«Scripture. says, that while 
they were at supper, Jesus Christ 
partook with his apostles. 

‘The Romish. Church teaches, 
that it would be very sinful to 
communicate, but while fasting. 

‘* Scripture announces, that the 
prohibition to marry, and toabstain 
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from meats on certain days, as 
Wednesday, Saturday, &c. is a 
heresy. ‘ Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly,’ &c. (1 ‘lim. iv. 1—3.) 

** The Romish Church prohibits 
the priesthood from marrying, and 
forbids the use of meats on Wed- 
nesday, Saturday, during Lent, 
Vigils, Ember Week, &c. 

** Scripture says, ‘ Let not him 
that eateth,’ &c. (Rom. xiv. 3.) 

** The Romish Church strongly 
condemns him who without scruple 
makes use of the blessings which 
the Lord bestows on him. 

** Jesus Christ says, ‘ Come 
unto me,’ &c. (Matt. xi. 28.) 

“The Romish Church, on the 
contrary, says, Go to the priests, 
and they will comfort you. 

** Scripture recommends divine 
service to be celebrated in a lan- 
guage intelligible to the people. 
‘ Now, brethren, if I come unto 

ou,’ &c. ‘ Yet in the church I 
ad rather speak five words,’ &c. 
(1 Cor. xiv.) 

** The Romish Church celebrates 
Mass and many other acts of re- 
ligious worship in Latin, a lan- 
guage unintelligible to the people. 

** Scripture says, that the church 
is an edifice built on the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief cornerstone. ‘ Yeare built,’ 
&ec. (Eph. ii. 20, 21.) 

«‘The Romish Church is founded 
ona single individual, on the Pope ; 
after these come other individuals 
and fraternities, who build, one on 
St. Francis, one on St. Ursula, 
a third on St. Joseph; but Jesus 
Christ, the eorner stone, is always 
rejected. 

** Scripture says, that Jesus 
Christ forbids all contention with 
respect to rank or pre-eminence in 
his kingdom. ‘‘ Jesus called them 


unto him,’ &c. (Matt, xx. 25—2v.) 

** In the Romish Church each 
would be above another, and the 
Pope above all, 
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“Scripture says, that pastors 
are not the masters of the faithful, 
but should render themselves ex- 
amples to the flock, without pre- 
tending to have dominion over 


their faith. ‘ Feed the flock of 
God,’ &c. (1 Pet. v. 2—3.) 
“The Romish Church desires 
that we should take her at her 
word, and thus interdicts even the 
means of enlightening their faith. 
“Jesus Christ says, ‘ Search 
the Scriptures,’ &c. (John v.39.) 
* The Romish Church forbids 
the reading of the Bible to the 
laity, as too mysterious for them. 
‘* Scripture says, ‘ Thou shalt 
not make to thyself any graven 
image, &c. (Exod. xx. 4—6.) 
“©The Romish Church, on the 
contrary, causes statues and images 
to be made, has them placed in 
her churches, and commands us 
to uncover our heads and prostrate 
ourselves before them.* 





* «Tn connection with the parallel which 

I have presented you, after the example 
of M. Aloyx Henhofer, Catholic minister 
of the parishes of Mulhausen and Steineyx, 
in the Grand Duchy of Baden, I will re- 
late some particulars which I have glean- 
ed relative to the conversion of this 
estinrable ecclesiastic to the Reformed 
Church. M, Henhofer, penetrated with 
a desire conscientiously to fulfil his pas- 
toral functions, thought he could not bet- 
ter accomplish this duty than by —— 
in the Holy Scriptures the truths whic 
he should teach his flock. His preaching 
was influenced by his study; he an- 
nounced the gospel with so much unction 
and power, that people came from distant 
villages to hear his discourses. He was 
soon cited to appear before the ecclesias- 
tical authority of Bruchsal, and summoned 
to give an account of his doctrines. He 
then published a profession of faith, con- 
taining a brief analysis of his religious 
opinions, and a summary of aye 
instructions. This exposition of hie faith 
not having appeared conformable to the 
doctrines of the Romish Church, the 
bps court of Bruchsal deprived him 
of his living, declaring, that he himself 
pronounced his separation. In this 
respect, my lot has been similar to his, and 
as little uttention has been = to my rea- 
sonings as to his own. ‘1 regret,’ says 
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‘Oh! how many things are 
there in the Church of Rome, 
which God has not ordained ! 
how many things also which differ 
from those he has ordained! how 
many superstitions, how many vain 
ceremonies, in the midst of which 
man loses sight of bis Saviour, 
and the regeneration of his soul ! 

** Now, my dear friends, repre- 
sent to yourselves a Christian on 
the bed of death, at that terrible 
moment when it no longer avails 
him to combat with his con- 
science, when he must go to pre- 
sent himself before his Judge; at 
that moment, when the vail of 
illusion is drawn aside, when eter- 
nity is fully disclosed to his view, 
do you think that reflecting, in 
spite of himself, on his spiritual 
misery, on the depravity of his 
heart, on the wicked deeds of his 
life, he can then find peace to his 
soul, in that multitude of con- 
fessions which he shall have made 
to a man, alas! perhaps as cul- 
pable as himself? Will he be 
able to imagine that signs of the 
cross, fastings, indulgences pur- 
chased with money, shall have 
sufficient power to cancel the mag- 





M. Henhofer in a private letter, ‘ that 
after having made this profession of faith, 
I can no longer serve a church which is 
so much in want of labourers, but it has 
not been my fault.’ I did not wish to go 
so far; I did not think of all these con- 
troversies; I occupied myself only with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, which 1 made 
my delight, and the subject of my preach- 
ing. Once convinced of the truths of the 
pore! the faithful of MaShausan believed 
tt to be their duty to separate from a 
church whose precepts could no longer 
accord with the decided conviction of 
their hearts. The 6th of April 1823, the 
Baron of Gemmingen, lord of the parish, 
his whole household, and the minister, 
Henhofer, at the head of forty families, 
making in all two handred and twenty 

rsons, made a public profession in the 

eignorial Chapel of Steineyx. Aftcr 
having pronounced the confession of faith, 
the adults received the holy communion 
in both kinds.” 

N.S. NO. 74. 
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nitude of his sins? Will he be 
able to think that his soul shall be 
washed from all its filthiness, be- 
cause he has dipped his hands in 
holy water, over which were made 
some signs of the cross, accom- 
panied with Latin words? Per- 
haps he will find a remedy in his 
good works. Ah! my brethren, 
suffer not yourselves to be seduced 
by a deceitful appearance of good 
works. Hearken to your God, 
who proclaigm by the mouth of 
his apostle, * There is none righ- 
teous, no, not one.’ (Rom. iii. 10.) 
You -yourselves answer me with 
sincerity: who among you can 
flatter himself that he has always 
led a pure and spotless life before 
God? Do not even your best 
actions always partake of some- 
thing human which attaches you 
to the earth? No, no; good 
works cannot tranquillize the con- 
science of a dying Christian. He 
will always feel the enormous 
weight of his sins, without finding 
true consolation: and why? Be- 
cause he seeks not the remedy 
through faith in the blood of Jesus 
Christ, because he endeavours to 
make a trophy of his own merits, 
while the word of God assures 
him that those of Jesus Christ 
only can purity him from all ini- 
quity, and procure peace to his 
soul, For it is he who ‘ was de- 
livered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification.’ 
(Rom. iv. 25.) I have myself 
been, as you, in this fatal course 
of error, walking according to 
the doctrines and ordinances of 
men; but the Lord, through his 
great mercy, has had pity on me; 
he has revealed himself to me; he 
has made known to me the truth 
by the reading of his word; he 
has caused me to perceive that [ 
was in error, and that T was daily 
advancing towards my ruin, un- 
less, unrestricted by human con- 
siderations, I separated _ 
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from the bosom of the Romish 
Church, to follow without obstruc- 
tion the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
But I should think I bad accom- 
plished nothing, had I not de- 
clared to you the undisguised 
truth. It is the work of my minis- 
try, and 1 acquit myself thereof 
towards you in the name of our 
Lord, because I am not ashamed 
of his gospel. Search for your- 
selves in the Holy Scriptures. 
Study therein the taye knowledge 
of your salvation; for it is there, 
and no where else, that we ought, 
all of us, just as we are, to derive 
our religious instruction. I pray 
that all those, who have welcomed 
me with kindness, during the late 
period, will hereby accept my best 
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thanks. My gratitude shall re- 
maio as unbounded as their friend- 
ship has been unreserved. As to 
those who have conceived it their 
duty to use me with severity, I 
readily pardon them, and sincerely 
pray the Lord that he will like- 
wise vouchsafe to pardon them- 
Wherever I may be, you may all 
be assured that I shall learn with 
the most lively satisfaction, that 
you sincerely seek the Lord. May 
the love of God, the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellow- 
ship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all, and with all those who 
love God. Amen. J. A.C.” 


“ From my Retreat, August, 1823.” 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





QUESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED SCHEME OF A GENERAL 
CONGREGATIONAL UNION, 


To the Editors —THE scheme of a 
General Congregational Union, 
for which you have avowed your- 
selves advocates, igs of universal 
importance to our churches. It 
proceeds on the principle, that a 
change of system is to be desired, 
and to be eflected ; and it becomes 
us to pause long, and deliberate 
coolly, before we bring about such 
achange. You deserve our warm- 
est thanks for your vigilant atten- 
tion to our interests; you have 
ever displayed your liberality, by 
admitting into your pages the can- 
did communications of correspon- 
dents, who may not always exactly 
coincide with you in opinion; and 
you will not refuse to lay before 
your readers the questionings of 
one who ventures to doubt the ex- 
pediency of a project in favour of 
which many papers have appeared 
in your pages. To some it will, 
perhaps, be matter of no small 
surprise, that any one should ques- 
tion the desirableness of the piv- 
posed Union. To object to it, has 


all the disadvantage of an apparent 
distaste for the reality of union.; 
Yet, whilst I fancy myself to. be, 
little influenced hy the paltry and, 


unholy jealousies which divide, 
man from man, I confess I am not, 
without my jealousies as tq the 
results of that formal and nominal 
Union, by which our churches 
would become incorporated into one 
body. Such a scheme may pos- 
sibly be devised as shall set these, 
jealousies at rest; and I hold my- 
self at liberty, should the possi- 
bility be realized, to seek the be- 
nefits of incorporation. In the 
meanwhile I must be allowed to 
suspend my judgment, and to state 
my objections rather as questions 
to be duly weighed, than as con- 
clusions that have been demon- 
strated. 

1. Is it not to be apprehended 
that the projected Union may, 
prove, ultimately, prejudicial to the 
independence of our churches? 

A representative assembly would 
probably be appointed; and such. 
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an assembly cannot but possess 
some authority. I am glad to see, 
that if you contemplate such an 
assembly, you do not propose in 
your scheme to make it a court 
of appeal. The moment that ap- 
peal from church decisions should 
be encouraged, those decisions 
would of course cease to be ulti- 
mate; the promptitude, the awe, 
and the purity of discipline would 
be sacrificed; and the authority 
of the individual church would be- 
come nugatory, In cases of dis- 
affection and partizanship, whilst 
the forces would be mustering for 
the purpose of contesting the ques- 
tion before the annual assembly, 
evil passions would be fomented. 
Nor am I disposed to admit the 
prevalence of these strifes, for the 
adjusting of wh.ch some high coun- 
cil has been supposed to be re- 
quired; two brawling women may 
make their voices to be heard 
throughout a whole neighbourhood, 
and so may bring it into disrepute, 
although the households in general 
may be exemplary for peace and 
good order: : ’ 

But though your representative 
assembly is not to be constituted a 
court of appeal, some powers must 
be delegated to its members. Most 
accurately must the powers in- 
trusted to them be defined, or they 
will be liable to trench upon the 
rights of the societies which they 
represent. The objects must be 
specific, or unwarrantable inter- 
ference will ensue. In matters of 
conscience there can be no dele- 
gation: L can neither adopt ano- 
ther man’s creed, nor acknowledge 
any convocation or conference in 
whose corporate capacity I merge 
my individual responsibilities. 

It is in vain to say, that the ex- 
eellence of the parties would be 
a guarantee against abuse. The 
question is one, not of character, 
but of principles. ‘I'he tendency of 
a system may be dangerous, though 
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the individuals conducting it should 
be all honourable and holy men, 
It is for us to profit by the past. 
Episcopacy arose out of the pre- 
sidency of the more influential men 
in the assemblies of presbyters 
holding equal rank; and the 
churches lost their internal rights 
by appealing to the wisdom of 
such assemblies. Metropolitans 
next claimed priority of provincial 
bishops. Patriarchates were at 
length erected; and the pastoral 
chair of a single church became, in 
the end, a throne lifted high in su- 
premacy over all the churches. 
Hierarchies have sprung from the 
most inconsiderable beginnings. 

2. If a Congregational Union be 
so constituted as to connect with 
it no tendencies dangerous to the 
independence of separate churches, 
will it not be a cumbrous and use- 
less association ? 

There may be an undue multi- 
plication of societies. 1 question 
whether attention be not too much 
distracted already, by the multi- 
plicity of objects which claim our 
good offices. Energy diffused and 
divided will be weakened. Sim- 
plicity and concentration should be 
our aim, 

If a union be not an incorpora- 
tion of our churches, for the pur- 
poses of ecclesiastical order and 
discipline, for what end can they 
be incorporated? for what end, ex- 
cepting such as is not the aim of 
associations already existing? For 
the spread of the gospel at home 
and abroad? This is the aim of 
missionary societies. For the ex- 
tension of churches of our own 
order throughout our several pro- 
vinces? County associations are 
formed for this purpose. For the 
diffusion of knowledge respecting 
our characteristic principles? A 
society has been instituted with this 
express design; and your own 
valuable Magazine, without being 
the organ of incorporated churches, 

02 
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and without claiming, therefore, 
any authority, serves the same ob- 
ject. 

As to those rights which belong 
to us as Dissenters, they belong to 
us in common with all other dis- 
senting communities. We should 
make common cause, on behalf of 
these, with evangelical Dissenters 
at least; especially with our Bap- 
tist brethren, whose churches are as 
strictly congregational as our own. 

3. In effecting a formal and no- 
minal union, are we vot in danger 
of interrupting our present har- 
mony, and of sacrificing the reality 
of union? 

If, in the event of the projected 
scheme being organized, any of our 
churches should be dissidents, we 
should be immediately dissevered 
into two classes; and it would not 
be the first instance, probably, in 
which a distinction may have arisen 
between churches connected with 
an associated board and churches 
unconnected. Coldness and jea- 
lousies, and even hostilities, would 
be the probable result: but should 
all coalesce, every measure pro- 
posed, on which difference of opi- 
nion could arise, would become the 
occasion of partizanship; for all 
would have a right of censure, as 
to the measures of a body repre- 
senting all. And should harmony 
be uninterrupted, in what respect 
would the unity of our churches be 
rendered more strict than it is? 
Do churches professing to stand in 
immediate connexion with their 
Invisible Head need avy other 
medium of incorporation? They 
hold mutual fellowship in Chris- 
tian ordinances, They co-operate 
in zealous exertion. They sym- 

thize one with another. They 
are all one in Christ. If there be 
unity, what shall we gain by the 
addition of the mere name of 
union ?—an appellation, be it re- 
membered, which has been too fre- 
quently a misnomer. 
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4. Will not the projected union 
constitute us a sect? and is not 
this very undesirable? 

It is our glory that hitherto we 
have been no sect. We subscribe 
no creed. We submit to no synod 
or conference. We are not pro- 
perly a body. We recognise but 
two definitions of the term church. 
It designates the separate assem- 
bly of believers united together 
for the observance of religious or- 
dinances; and it designates the 
whole number of the redeemed. 
We know no intermediate sense. 
By courtesy we may speak of the 
episcopal ehurch, or the Lutheran 
church; but we could not arrogate 
to ourselves the name of the in- 
dependent church; it would seem 
to us to savour of schism. But 
incorporation would go far to con- 
stitute us a sectarian church, whe- 
ther we accept the designation or 
reject it. 

With some it appears to be mat- 
ter of regret, that we want that 
compactness which would give us 
denominational importance; and - 
we are pointed to the imposing 
array which other bodies present, 
1 feel no envy towards those bodies, 
and I doubt whether the desired 
compactness would be useful or 
consistent in churches constituted 
like our’s. Our separate churches 
have been blessed with their fall 
share of usefulness, in promoting 
truth and holiness. Where co- 
operation would be beneficial, 
they have not been slow to com- 
bine their energies. And if any 
denominations have multiplied 
more rapidly in the array of dis- 
ciples, many other causes may have 
operated besides their incorporation. 

I have endeavoured to treat the 
nie as one of a general nature. 

have not entered into the ex- 


amination of any particular 


posals. Before I close this com- 
munication, I would, however, re- 
quest liberty to make a few re- 
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marks in reference to the objects 
which appear to be prominently 
before the minds of those that ad- 
vocate the measure. 

Dissenting statistics may interest 
the curious, and are not without 
their real use. Much do we owe 
to you, Gentlemen, in this de- 
partment. Whether your labours 
would be materially facilitated by 
the proposed measure, and whether 
greater accuracy would be secured, 
may be doubted. To demand re- 
turns could not be in the spirit of 
our institutions; and if not de- 
manded, you must still depend on 
voluntary aid, and derive informa. 
tion from unofficial sources. 

Chapel cases have been parti- 
cularly mentioned. Great evils 
connect themselves with the pre- 
sent system, but they are working 
their own remedy. Arrangements 
are introduced into all our larger 
towns, which will serve to check 
rashness in building; and intro- 
ductions will be demanded for every 
ease, such as will serve to prevent 
unadyised and unavailing journies. 

The interests of our Body would, 
it is thought, be promoted. Passing 
by the pbraseology, to which I 
have already objected, it seems 
to me that our churches will be 
augmented in strength and increas- 
ed in numbers most effectually by 
concentrated efforts in the several 
towns and provinces; whilst our 
principles will be thereby as effec- 
tually diffused. ‘The interests which 
attach to us in common with others, 
will be best promoted by co-opera- 
tion with them. 

The uniting of our isolated parts 
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is thought pre-eminently desirable. 
We are, it is said, a rope of sand. 
So far am I from thinking this, 
that I conceive our churches to be 
united in the firmest and the safest 
bonds. We are united by our prin- 
ciples. I grant, indeed, that we 
are not sufficiently alive to the pri- 
vilege of mutual fellowship; but 
the remedy must be found in the 
extension of scriptural knowledge 
and principle, not in the cement of 
denominational union. Your pages 
have furnished some valuable prac- 
tical hints on the fellowship to be 
maintained among our churches; 
and it appears to me that some in- 
teresting papers might yet be sup- 
plied. We only need to know our 
principles, to feel ourselves knit 
together in the strongest, holiest 
bonds; and to enjoy the most en- 
dearing communion. 

The projected Congregational 
Library and Public looms con- 
stitute, you confess, a separate ob- 
ject—an object, the importance of 
which I freely acknowledge, and 
the promoters of which have my 
most cordial thanks. Such an in- 
stitution appears to me to supply 
the desideratum so eagerly sought. 
There we shall have a centre and 
a home. There occasional matters 
of common interest to our churches 
may be arranged. There a register- 
office may be established, or a de- 
pository for legal documents. There 
associations may be held for spe- 
cific purposes. There all the be- 
nefits of union may possibly be 
enjoyed without a sectarian incor- 
poration. 

Rorrensis. 





THE OLD INCENDIARY DETECTED. 


Tue following interesting letter, 


from the pen of the facetious and 
eminently pious Rev. John Ber- 
ridge, vicar of Everton, was writ- 
ten when Cambridgeshire and the 


adjacent counties were the scenes 
of calamities similar to those which 
have recently afflicted our agri- 
cultural districts, and as it con. 
tains a valuable hint respecting 
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the primary cause of all human 
miseries may, perhaps, be accep- 
table to our readers. 


** Everton, July 2, 1785. 


“To 

* DEAR AND HONOURED SIR, 
—Sin, which has kindled a fire in 
hell, is kindling fires on earth con- 
tinually; and when they break 
out, cn 4 one is asking how they 
happened. Amos replies—‘ shall 
there be evil in a city, and the 
Lord has not done it?’ and when 
desolation is made by fire, Isaiah 
declares ‘the Lord hath con- 
sumed us because of our iniqui- 
quities.’. Many years ago my 
house was oft threatened to be 
destroyed, but the Lord insured it, 
by giving me the 10th verse of the 
9ist Psalm, and the Lord’s pro- 
vidence is the best insurance. 
Potton felt the Lord’s fiery ravage 
some time past, and Biggleswade 
smarts under it now ; 120 houses, 
and eight malthouses, and a meet- 
ing-house, with barns and stables, 
are consumed. The wealthy suf- 
ferers had insured three-fourths of 
their substance; this loss, there- 
fore, will not break their backs, 
nor does it seem to humble their 


The Rev. E. Bowles and the Restoration. 


[Feb. 


hearts; but the little tradesmen 
and poor labourers have lost their 
all, and are herded together in an 
old malthouse and barns, among 
whom are séveral of the Lord’s 
dear children, begotten under my 
ministry. 1 should like to deal out 
all my mites privately among 
these ; but for the gospel credit I 
must appear a public contributor, 
which will shorten private relief. 
A man is taken up on suspicion of 
firing the town, but, alas! sin 
wants taking up, for sin is the in- 
eendiary. 

‘*T am growing, as I should, 
more small and loathsome in my 
own sight, and Christ is growing 
more precious and lovely, but I 
cannot walk in his strength as I 
ought, nor feast on his fulness as 
I might; here I am an infant still, 
but am praying: daily for larger 
stature of faith—faith to remove 
molehills at least, if rot mountains. 
May the Lord’s blessing attend 
upon yourself, your partner, and 
children, and make the several 
families one household of faith. 
That grace may bring you all to 
glory, is the prayer of your affec- 
tionate and dutiful servant, 

*« JoHN BERRIDGE.” 


THE REV. E. BOWLES AND THE RESTORATION. 


To the Editors —In the “ His- 
torical Notices of Non-conformity 
at York,” which appears in your 
NumberforDecember, the Rev. Ed- 
ward Bowles is mentioned as hav- 
ing been * particularly active about 
the restoration; that he highly ap- 
roved of that measure; and that 
he accompanied Lord Fairfax to 
Breda.” 

** The following interesting an- 
ecdote concerning Mr. Bowles is 
related on very high authority. 
* At this city (York), the General 
(Monk) staid five days; one of 
which being Sunday, he went to 


the Cathedral, and heard a sermon 
by Mr. Bowles, chaplain and chief 
counseller to Lord Fairfax. This 
Lord visited the General frequent- 
ly, and had much secret discourse 
with him. One day they dined 
together privately in the General’s 
own chamber, while the principal 
officers, and others, were invited 
and entertained at a public table 
by his chaplain, deputed for that 
purpose, This chaplain was Dr, 
Price. It seems, that. the night 
of the day on which the Lord 
Fairfax and the General . dined 
privately together, Mr, Bowles 
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was sent for by his lordship to 
confer with the General, and they 
were in close conversation till 
after midnight; for about that 
time, Dr. Price entering the cham- 
ber to go to prayer, as usual, he 
found him and Bowles in very 
private conversation, the General 
ordering him to go out, but not 
to bed. After Bowles was gone, 
he called the Doctor to him, com- 
manding his servant to stay be- 
hind. He took him close to him, 
and said, ‘ What do you think, 
Mr. Bowles has pressed me very 
hard to stay and declare for the 
king, assuring me that I shall 
have great assistance.’ The Doc- 
tor was startled at the boldness 
of the proposition.’” * 

But although this distinguished 
and excellent man, in common 
with many others, was wearied 
with the numerous changes which 
occurred near the close of the 
inter-regnum, and alarmed at the 
increasing power of the army, 
so as to feel very anxious for the 
return of the king, it would be an 
act of injustice not to state, that 
Mr. Bowles was afterwards very 
much dissatisfied with the cha- 
racter and conduct of, Charles the 
Second. The following anecdote 
is sufficient proof of this, while 
it is abundantly characteristic 
of this intrepid nonconformist.— 
“« Mr. Bowles of York had a great 
share in the Revolution. By his 
interest, Monk’s army marched 
from Scotland through Y orkshire, 
without opposition. 
of the ministers sent to Breda to 
hear the king at his prayers ; and 
when he saw what impiety and 
sorrow was coming upon the na- 


The Rev, E. Bowles and the Restoration. 


He was one. 





* Drake’s Eboracum, p. 173, as quoted 
in Mr. Hadfield’s Report of His Majesty’s 
Commissioners concerning Dame Sarah 
Hewley’s Charities, p. 45. 


99 


tion, the prospect drove him out 
from London, and perhaps out of 
the world. The last visit he made 
in town was to his old acquaint- 
ance, the Duke of Albemarle 
(Monk.) He talked to him to 
this purpose: ‘ My Lord, I have 
buried the good old cause, and 
am now going to bury myself. I 
never expect to see your Grace: 
more ia this world, and therefore 
must be so plain as to say, that 
you have had greater opportu- 
nities than any other person to 
make the king happy and the peo- 
ple easy; and all this you have 
given up for a feather in your 
cap, a little trifling honour; but 
the Lord says of you, as he did of 
Coniah,‘*‘ Write this man childless, 
a man that shall not prosper in 
his days, none of his seed shall 
prosper.” ‘This title will be men- 
tioned with a reproach to yourself, 
and, after your son has had it. 
a while, it will go out in a snuff.’ 
That day the good man went 
homewards, and was met at Don- 
caster by several of the ministers 
in that county; and, as one of: 
the company told me himself, he 
bewailed what he had done, ex- 
horted them to take care that they 
did not make shipwreck of faith 
and a good conscience; and in a 
little time after died at York, de- 
livering those words not long be- 
fore his death: ‘Thou wast a 
God that forgavest their iniquities, 
though thou tookest vengeance on 
their inventions. When this last 
passage was told to the Duke, 
it gave him a great commotion, 
and he spoke like a person in sore 
distress; ‘ That was a man of God, 
and none of his words shall fall to 
the ground.’”—Appendix to the 
kev. T. Bradbury’s Eixoy Baowuxg, 
a Restoration Sermon, p. 33. 


W. £E. 
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POETRY. 


THE DELUGE. 


*¢ The fountains of the great deep 


were broken up, and the windows of heaven. 


were opened,”--Gen. vii. 11, 17—23. 


Tue Sun as brightly rose that morn ; 
The sky gave forth as clear a blue 
As ever on that green earth smil’d 
The world before the flood. 


Men dreamt not, in those early days, 
Of hidden woe’s calamity ; 

They lifted high the festal cup, 

And gave a loose to joy. 


The wonder-rearing ark, in vain 

Its ceasless note of warning struck ; 
It died upon the winds, nor marr’d 
Their hearts’ festivity. 


There was a curse upon the earth, 
That came in terror’s fearful form ; 
Dire presage of calamity 

To its i itants. 


The mutt’ring of an unknown sound 
Came on the terror-startled ear, 
Precursor of the tempest’s wrath 
And its destructiveness. 


Things that had life, in earth or air, 
Seem’d conscious of a coming doom ; 
All turned a piteous eye to heav’n, 
As fearing some dread change. 


A hideous darkness on the earth 


Came hovering o’er with raven wings ; 


Man, too, beheld, with look aghast, 
The desolating scene. 


Shadwell, 


Forlo! heav'n’s casements open’d wide, 
And the great deep was broken up, 
Whose swelling waters now had girt 

The earth’s circumference. 


Commingling with the storm, earth, sky, 
Ail, all seem’d one vast element— 

A mighty deluge that involv’d 

The living and the dead. 


A world of waters unconfin’d, 

Where swam the monsters of the deep, 
That now another ocean found, 

And depth’s before unknown. 


The floods prevail’d upon the earth, 
All living things were swept away, 
And not a vestige then remain’d 
Of what was busy life. 


Some few unhappy souls were seen 

Fast clinging to the mountain tops, 

But there th’ envious flood o’ertook them, 
The mother, and her child. 


The drowning shriek of agony 

That, that had pass’d, and all was still, 
Save the unfathomable deep 

That ever booming swept. 


The only thing that look’d like life, 
Seen dimly floating, was the ark ; 
All else was one wide wat’ry waste, 
The shadow of a world, 


I. 8. H. 





HYMNS APPLICABLE TO THE ADMISSION OF CHURCH MEMBERS, 


No. 8. 


Rev. v. 9—13. 


Alleluia Lye men ! 
the glorified on high ; 
Allelula! Alleluis | 

Let the Church on earth reply. 


Alleluia! to the dying, 

To the living, reigning one ; 
Alleluia! we replying, 

Pray his will on earth be done. 
Homerton. 


Alleluia! Honor! Power! 
Sounds along the realms of day : 
Come, Lord Jesus! haste thine hour, 
Echoes through earth’s darker way. 


One-- the gladdening Anthem ringing, 
Through the church below, above ; 

Earthly, heavenly voices singing, 
Praise the Lamb’s redeeming love. 


James EpMESTON. 
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REVIEW OF BOOKS. 





The Book of the Priesthood. An Argu- 
ment in Three Parts, by Thomas Strat- 
ten, Sunderland. 8vo pp. 320. Price 
8s. Holdsworth and Bail, 1830. 


THE “ argument” of this book lies 
inasmall compass; and though elabo- 
rated through a considerable number 
of “ parts and sections,” it may be 
easily compressed into a few simple 
and ebvious statements. The advo- 
cates of hierarchical claims, whether 
inthe Romish, Greek, or Protestant 
Churches, assume that Christian 
Ministers are entitled to be re- 
garded, as succeeding to the same 
relation to the church, with that 
which was sustained by the Priest- 
hood, under the Jewish Economy. 
Hence, the terms and offices pecu- 
liar to the ancient priests, are con- 
ceived to be analogous to the func- 
tions and designations of the Chris- 
tian ministry. On this assumption, 
it is contended that the duties per- 
formed, and the authority exer- 
cised, under the direct sanction of 
the Most Migh, are now trans- 
ferred to those who are duly quali- 
fied, by acertain order of succession, 
to discharge the offices of the minis- 
try under the present dispensation. 
To invalidate these claims, Mr, 
Stratten endeavours to prove, that 
the Christian ministry is not a 
priesthood ; that Christ is the only 
and the all-sufficient priest of the 
Christian church; and that the 
Levitical terms employed in the 
New ‘Testament, which do not 
apply exclusively to Christ, belong 
equally to all true Christians. 
These positions are clearly, and, 
in our apprehension, incoutrover- 
tibly established, The main force 
of the “argument,” however, is 
derived from the strict import of the 
N.S, NO, 75. 


term ‘‘ priest.”. As iepeve means 
one who offers sacrifices, and as 
sacrifices have been abolished since 
the offering of the one, perfect, 
and all sufficient sacrifice, it fol- 
lows, that in the strict and official 
sense, there are no “ sacrificers” 
under the present dispensation, 
If, therefore, the claims of the 
Christian ministers are made to 
rest upon a precise analogy to 
those founded upon the priestly 
functions of an abrogated dispensa- 
tion, it surely becomes the advo- 
cates of such claims to prove from 
the Christian Institute, that the 
conceived analogy exists. But 
where is the proof? There is not 
a single passage in ‘‘ the book” 
of apostles and evangelists, to sup- 
port the assumption. No where 
are the ministers of the gospel re- 
presented as ‘‘ sacrificers ;” no 
where is provision made for such 
a@ succession, as in any respect 
similar to the Levitical, and, still 
less, the Aaronical priesthood. To 
the prophets, and rulers of the 
synugogues, it is admitted that 
there are allusions descriptive of 
ministerial duties; fpr the work of 
instruction was’ the appropriate 
business of these ecclesiastical func- 
tionaries, and not performing the 
services of a prescribed ritual. But 
sacerdotal dignities are never as- 
cribed to Christian presbyters, and 
the principles in which the appro- 
priation originated, may be evi- 
dently traced to the working of 
that anti-christian power, which 
produced at length ‘‘ the mystery 
of iniquity,” and ‘* the man of sia.” 

The conclusions involved in this 
argument are subversive of all those 
“* high-church” pretepmiacs which, 
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in more than one hierarchy, have 
been the immediate sources of 
arrogant and unholy domination. 
The doctrine of prerogatives, whe- 
ther regal or pontifical, has been 
for ages upheld by the advocates 
of despotism, on most indefensible 
grounds; and the jus divinum by 
which kings reign, and priests 
lord it over God’s heritage,” 
has been indebted for its main sup- 
port to the same assumption and 
analogy! Judaizing, in one form 
or other, has been the pwroy 
Wevdoc, under the dispensation of 
Him who was “ meek and lowly 
of heart.” The first disciples re- 
quired special illumination, to 
emancipate their minds from the 
secular spirit they had imbibed. 
The first errors that troubled the 
churches, and perverted the gospel, 
arose from the notion of amalga- 
mating Judaism with Christianity. 
The decree of the “ apostles, and 
elders, and brethren,” though “ it 


seemed good to the Holy Ghost,” 
did not eradicate the tendency 


that led to ‘* the beggarly 
elements” of the abolished eco- 
nomy. One of the earliest indica- 
tions of the rising spirit of anti- 
christ, appeared on the principle 
that made one class of ministers 
superior to another, and found 
its convenient prototype in the 
high priest’s supremacy. The 
analogy led to its consummation 
by most appropriate encroach- 
men'‘s, till one bishop became the 
supreme pontiff, and the imagined 
resemblance was complete. Juda- 
izing is the basis of Protestant 
hierarchies; and the Old Testa- 
ment, abused and perverted, fur- 
nishes the principal sources, both of 
the illustrations and the authority, 
by which the mighty apparatus 
of ecclesiastical polity and priestly 
dominion is supported. The New 
Testament is not sufficient! Its 
principles are too few in number, 
and too simple and spiritual io 
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character, to sustain the colossal 
fabric of a hierarchy ! 

The work before us is a powerful 
and interesting refutation of the 
claims founded on the assumption 
to which we have referred. It 
abounds in forcible reasonings and 
impressive appeals; and we could, 
with great satisfaction, adduce nu- 
merous passages, eloquent both in 
argument and diction, to support 
our commendation. As far, how- 
ever, as the cui bono is concerned— 
the practical application of the ar- 
gument, it strikes us, on a careful 
perusal of the entire volume, that it 
is defective. There is redundancy 
in the proof, and in all the process 
by which the reasoning is deve- 
loped ; but there is a brevity in the 
uses of the subject, which we think 
will materially affect the value of 
** the book.” To such readers as 
are versed in polemic theology, 
and especially in questions touch- 
ing church polity, the work will 
suggest ample materials for re- 
flection; and if they are not pre- 
determined against the argument 
itself, they must feel at once its 
powerful bearing on the claims and 
pretensions of prelatical dignity 
and clerical assumption. But com- 
mon readers will be apt to regard 
the whole as an ingenious decla- 
mation, and a piece of special 
pleading, chiefly because it does 
not tell directly and immediately on 
the errors of Protestant churches, 
and the corruptions existing both 
in established and dissenting com. 
munities. It leaves tuo much to 
the inferences that others may draw 
from the work, instead of stating 
and urging them, as the argument 
demanded. We think, also, that 
while Mr. Stratten clearly proves 
that Christian ministers are not 
Priests, he may be thought by 
some to have proved, that they 
have no claims at all. On this 
account it is desirable that it should 
be clearly shown to what ministers 
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are entitled, especially as the apos- 
tle Paul has stated that “ those 
who preach the gospel,” are, in one 
respect at least, like those who 
‘serve at the altar.” The ten- 
dency of our nature is to extremes ; 
and in the present day, when por- 
tentous changes are taking place 
in every department of society, it 
is necessary to guard against the 
sweeping and unqualified conclu- 
sions, which are often deduced 
from special cases, and limited in- 
ductions. 

It is also our opinion, that the 
respected author of this volume has 
attached too much importance to 
the argument itself, both in ac- 
counting for the origin and progress 
of hierarchical domination, and in 
imagining, or seeming to imagine, 
that the exposure of the fallacy 
by which that domination is sup 
ported, would overturn the mighty 
fabric of usurpation and intole- 
rance. The fact is, that the insti- 


tution of a priesthood, we mean, an 


ecclesiastical authority over the 
consciences and actions of men, was 
the result of cupidity, ambition, 
and imposture ; which, if the ana- 
logy founded on the Levitical law 
had not been discovered, would 
have been at no loss for other pro- 
totypes and authorities. The sy- 
nagogue, as well as the temple, and 
the schools as well as the syna- 
gogue, would have provided argu- 
ments and illustrations ; and if they 
had never been found, even there, 
they would have been invented by 
some convenient fiction for the 
purpose. The radical principle 
too often finds its way into the 
humblest conventicle, as well as 
into abbeys and cathedrals; and 
nothing but the pure and gentle 
spirit of the lowly Nazarene can 
exorcise the demon, and restore 
the age of primitive and apostolic 
Christianity. 

As a powerful specimen of the 
animated and impassioned style of 
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Mr. Stratten, we shall close this 
article, by citing an eloquent pas- 
sage from the third part of his 
work; most cordially recommend- 
ing the entire volume to our read- 
ers, 


* It may be questioned whether there 
are, or can be, in the present day, any 
churches formed precisely upon the model 
of those which we read in the Act-, and 
to which the Epistles were addressed, for 
this reason,—that the supernatural en- 
dowments of various kinds, which were so 
liberally distributed amongst the mem- 
bers of those churches at their formation, 
and the exercise of which must have ma- 
terially modified their constitution and 
government, are no longer possessed. 
The general acknowledgment, that no 
church is, or can be made, entirely apos- 
tolic in its character and form, will, per- 
haps, be the first step towards the uni- 
versal exercise of an enlightened and ex- 
pansive charity, and might lead the way, 
if not to a complete uniformity in modes 
of worship, and minor opinions, which the 
Apostles neither prescribed nor at- 
tempted to produce; yet, to such an 
approximation in general principles, 
freedom of intercourse, interchange of 
communion, and reciprocation of regard, 
as shall demonstrate to the world, that the 
body is one, and animated by the same 
spirit, though its respective members 
have not all the same form and office; 
that the garment of Christ, though light 
and shade diversify its hues, yet has nei- 
ther rent nor seam, because they blend 
and intermingle with each other. 

‘*The only insuperable obstacles to 
such an approximation and union, are 
found in those commanions, in which the 
most lofty and uncompromising preten- 
sions to apostolic form and constitution, 
are made in words; but which, in facts, 
exhibit the farthest possible remove from 
the acknowledged model--the practical 
exclusion of the people of which the first 
churches were substantially composed, 
the virtual denial of the distinct and se- 
parate existence of the churches which 
the Apostles planted, and to which they 
wrote their epistles. If the church of 
Rome was from the beginning, or was in- 
tended afterwards to , the univer- 
sal church, it is certainly much to be 
regretted, that the Apostles were so un- 
acquainted with the fact, as to write 
epistles to other churches, in which there 
is not even an allusion to her; and that, 
in the epistle which was written to her- 
self she should receive no directions, but 
what supposed the perpetuation of her 
then restricted locality. One might al. 

P2 
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most imagine that the form and arrange- 
ment of the New Testament, as well as 
much of its matter and substance, were 
purposely adapted to subvert and expose 
the foreseen and and predicted usurpa- 
tions and pretensions of the Rulers in the 
Romish church. The books of the Old 
Testament recognize and address but one 
congregation, the congregation of Israel. 
Then the church was one, in the visible 
aggregation of its members,who assembled 
three times in a year, in a popular and 
joyful community, at their one temple of 
worship. But the apostolic writings re- 
cognized and are addressed to various 
churches, existing in different places, in- 
dependent of each other, but still popular 
in their constitution, the members of each 
respectively able to come together into 
one place, to listen to the epistles which 
were written to them, or to exercise the 
discipline which was required of them. 

“In the subversion of the constitution of 
the Christian church, the same principles 
have operated whicli of old corrupted 
oral tradition, and then for a while made 
void the written revelation. Men are 
not to be trusted with the unchecked de- 
posit, nor the viva voce perpetuation of any 
thing which is spiritualand divine. They 
ever have perverted, and (for human na- 
ture remains the ae ever will pervert, 
in such cases, that which has been given 
for the general benefit to their own par- 
ticular or professional advantage. In the 
Christian church, the remedy for the 
evil is Pepa rare in the preservation, by a 
watchful Providence, of the uncorrupted 
oracles of truth, and the application of 
that remedy is being made in their gene- 
ral circulation. We can come for God’s 
truth to his own word, “He is not a 
man, that he should lie.” Very unwise 
are those who trust in man, when God 
has so unequivocally declared his propen- 
sity to deceive, and universal history and 
experience so lameéentably confirm the 

infil and humiliating fact. To the law 
and the testimony, must be our exclusive 
appeal; and whatever shrinks from the 
decision of this authoritative and infallible 
judge, betrays itself to be an usurpation, 
which sooner or later will be compelled 
to withdraw its head, branded alike with 
the matks of God’s displeasure, and of 
man’s reprobation. 

* The Bible is abroad, and is spreading 
through the world ; and whatever imper- 
fections necessarily iaherent in the work 
of men, and most glaring in that of those 
who claim infallibility, may attend its 
transfusion into the various languages 
and dialects of mankind, these facts, 
which are fatal to the theories on which 
ecclesiastical usurpations have been con- 
structed, cannot be concealed :—That the 





apostolic epistles were written to distinct 
and independent churches, substantially 
composed of Christian brethren ;— that 
the council at Jerusalem consisted of the 
apostles, and elders, and the brethren; — 
that the Holy Spirit qualified for the work 
of the ministry, by the supernatural gift 
of languages previously unknown, and by 
the visible authentication of the cloven 
tongue of fire upon the head, a goodly num- 
ber, upon whom the Apostles’ hands had 
not been laid; - and that Peter designates 
the whole of those of whem the church 
is composed, of course including its mi- 
nisters, but applying to them only in the 
same respects as it does to the brethren, a 
holy and a royal priesthood. 

* Itis a consolatory reflection, that the 
encroaching tide of usurpation, which 
floated oe its advancing wave the 
proud and richly freighted vessel of the 
antichristian church, has long since 
reached its height, and ceased to flow. 
In its ebbing it has left her fairly aground, 
grappled also to the moorings, which in her 
confidence she fastened, and which in her 
embarrassment and perplexity she can- 
not unloose ; while the returning stream 
of natural events is wearing her strength, 
dissolving her frame, and carrying piece 
after piece of her fabric away in its cur- 
rent. ‘ Her tacklings are loosed, they 
cannot well strengthen her mast, nor 
spread the sail; the prey of a great spoil 
is divided, the lame take the prey.’ 

“ The tide, which is at present setting 
in upon the world with resistless force, is 
the tide of popular opinion, flowi 
through the channels which are pms | 
by popular instruction. That any por- 
tion of the Christian church should be 
identified with the chartered secular 
lights, which are unfriendly to the inte- 
rests of the people, is deeply to be re- 
gretted, and must be injurious to its 
general interests. The church, as Christ 
formed and apostles left it, instead of 
towering above the people, was com 
of them ; instead of exacting from the 
world, was the treasure-house of spiritual 
blessings to enrich it ; instead of requiring 
the infliction._on others of pains and 
penalties for its defence and support, 
was armed with patience to endure them ; 
instead of including within it any thing 
which required the concealment of dark- 
ness, by its blended exhibition of Chris- 
tian truth and practice, was itself the 
light of the world ; instead of feeding on 
its corruptions the multiplying brood of 
infidelity, it was ‘the salt of the earth.” 
The day of apathetic iusensibility to its 
condition is gone. Tranquil security, 
in the spoil derived from its corruptions, 
can no longer be enjoyed, The signs of 
the times evidently indicate approaching 
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inquiry, discussion, purification. What- 
ever may be lost in secular power and 
glory, will be gained in moral strength 
and efficiency; in the requirement of 
ministerial qualifications according with 
the scriptural standard ; in the infusion 
of popular energy and vigour; in the 
relinquishment of uncharitable and offen- 
sive claims and pretensions; in the 
clearer exhibition of the grace, and free- 
dom, and joyfulness of the gospel dis- 
pensation ; in the harmonious co-opera- 
tion of all those who hold its vital and 
essential principles ; in the frequent inter- 
change of communion, and occasional 
aggregation of separate commnnities, in 
shewing forth the Lord’s death at his 
table: thus, powerfal in the renewal of 
her primitive simplicity and knowledge, 
will the church again ‘ look forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with ban- 
ners.’ ”’—pp. 263, 269. 


Conversations on Religion, with Lord By- 
ron and others, By the late James 
Kennedy, M.D. London. Murray. 
8vo. pp. 461. Price 12s. 

The Life of Lord Byron. By John Galt. 
Being No I. of the National Library. 
Colburn and Bentley. 

From the preface to the first of 

these works, written by the widow 

of the author, we obtain some in- 
formation respecting the life and 
character of Dr. Kennedy, and of 
what he intended his volume to 
comprehend had he lived to com- 
plete it, and to publish it himself ; 
and, in the first few pages of the 
work, we have an interesting ac- 
count of the circumstances that 
gave rise to the conversations 
which it records and illustrates. 

The second work is the life of the 

distinguished individual with whom 

some of these conversations were 
held, written upon a_ principle 
which partakes something of the 
nature of a theory—a theory to 
which it is just possible we may 
subsequently refer. The work, 
however, is chiefly interesting to 
us from the manner in which it 
alludes to the author, and to the 
contents of the first. 

Dr. Kennedy was a native of 

Scotland, was originally intended 





for the bar, but afterwards deter- 
mined upon the medical profes- 
sion. He was never a disbeliever 
in revelation, but, during the 
course of his studies, and for some 
years afterwards, was wholly ir- 
religious. He had many friends 
who were, or who professed to be, 
infidels, and was then both in a 
state of mind, and surrounded by 
an atmosphere, favourable to scep- 
ticism. He was led, however, to 
serious examination of the actual 
principles of Christianity, and evi- 
dently became a truly pious and 
devoted believer. 

From the nature of his work, it 
would be useless to attempt any 
analysis of its contents. It of course 
partakes of the desultory character. 
which generally marks conversa- 
tion, and must be read for any 
just idea to be obtained of all that 
it comprehends. We shall first, 
therefore, merely select a few ex- 
tracts from different parts of the 
volume, to give our readers some 
conception of the manner in which 
the conversations are recorded ; 
and then we shall briefly describe 
two or three of those thoughts and 
feelings which most forcibly struck 
us as we perused them, 

The occasion of the conversa- 
tions is thus stated : 

‘¢ The arrival of Lord Byron at Argos. 
toli excited a great sensation among the 
Greeks and the English, The former 
were eager to behold a wealthy English 
nobleman, and a celebrated poet, (of 
whose fame most of them had heard much, 
while many were acquainted with part of 
his writings,) on his way to join their 
countrymen, to add the whole weight of 
his name, influence, talents, and fortune 
to the cause of freedom. The latter feit 
a still greater curiosity to behold a coun- 
tryman not less interesting by his unri- 
valled talents, than by that mystery and 
awe thrown over his character by his 
faults and misfortanes ; but, above all, by 
the daily rumours of his misanthropy, pro- 
fligacy, and infidelity, and by the war- 
fare which he had so long carried on 
against many of the most distinguished li- 
terary characters, as well as against the 
government and religion of his native 
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country. He was viewed by all as an ob- 
ject of wonder and astonishment; and as 
one whose talents, character, and senti- 
ments separated him, as it were, from the 
restof mankind. All were alike anxious 
to view his person and watch his pro- 
ceedings, and none buta spectator of the 
scene could conceive the vague and unre- 
strained wonder which he occasioned It 
was generally supposed, that his lordship 
would shun his countrymen, as he had 
done in Italy ; and he, as was afterwards 
ascertained, apprehended thatthey would, 
in like manner, shun him; not only be- 
cause of the censures, reproaches, and 
calumnies against him, with which, about 
this time, most of the papers ani periodi - 
cal publicatious were filled, rendering him, 
as he often felt, an object of detestation 
and abhorrence ; but also, because of the 
delicacy which they might feel as subjects 
of a neutral government, in showing any 
any attention to one who was going to 
take an active part in what was legally 
considered a rebellion. 

“ Instructions having arrived from the 
yar? authorities, to receive his lord- 

p with the respect and courtesy due to 
his rank, Colonel D., who commanded 
in the absence of the governor, went on 
board, and was received with that affabi- 
lity and pees, which so much distin- 

lordshi 


“The first invitation which his lord- 
ship accepted, was to an evening party 
at the Honourable Colonel D.’s. A friend 
of mine, S., who was present, was de- 
Bm with the affability and refinement 
of his lordship’s manners; and with the 
ease, simplicity, and cheerfulness with 
which he conversed on common topics ; 
so different from the idea which he had 
formed of his lordship’s character. 

‘* The officers of the garrison, having 
invited him to dine, did every thing they 
could to mark their respect and admira- 
tion for his rank and talents. On his 
health being drunk, he expressed his 
great satisfaction at being in the society 
of hiscountrymen, and of seeing so many 
of them together. He added, that he 
felt so much the honour they had done 
him, that he was afraid he could not ex- 
press his sense of the obligation as he 
ought, having been so long in the prac- 
tice of speaking a foreign language, 
that he could not convey his sentiments 
in adequate terms in his native tongue. 
He was much pleased when he had made 
his short speech, and repeatedly asked 
= ae he anor ne —_ and if he 
had acquitted himself properly, as he was 
pyr said, in the practice of pub- 

ng. 

4 itherto I had seen his lordship only 


on horseback, as he took his evening ride 
with his friends; and while I often lis- 
tened to the details of his sayings and 
actions, which formed the subject of ge- 
neral conversation, and which, for the 
most part, were only interesting becanse 
they were said or done by Lord Byron, I 
had no anticipation that circumstances 
were preparing the way for affording me 
— and an intimate intercourse with 
iim. 

* It happened about this time that four 
friends spent an evening with me ; the 
were all from Scotland, as I am myself, 
and all, except one, belonged to the learn- 
ed professions ; they were men of liberal 
education, and respectable talents. The 
conversation happening to turn on reli- 
gion, I was surprised to hear the whole 
of them express free and deistical senti- 
ments; some of them, perhaps, from 
bravado, and some from apparent con- 
viction. I remarked, ‘ that it was a cu- 
rious circumstance to find in one compan 
four men, natives of a country so muc 
praised for religion, who entertained 
such opinions.’ One of them, in return, 
expressed his surprise, that I, who ap- 
peared to be of a cool and steady judg- 
ment, could believe in Christianity. ‘ ir 
we had you,’ he continued, ‘among us 
for a short time, we would soon reconvert 
you to our opinions ? I said, ‘ that I be- 
lieved this was impossible, as Christianity 
appeared to me to rest on such a mass of 
evidence, as to be capable of the most 
rigid logical demonstration, and that, con- 
sequently, every cool and steady man who 
examined it, must believe it And so 
far,’ added I, ‘ from being reconverted 
to your opinion, I might venture to say, 
that if I had you ail for any length of 
time with me, I should be able, I trust, 
to convert you tomy own.’ After some 
further conversation, they said they would 
like to hear me explain my reasons for 
helieving in Christianity. I said, ‘ that 
I would at any time be ready tg gratify 
them, on condition that I shoul Be al- 
lowed to speak at least twelve hours, at 
different intervals, without their inter- 
rupting me by proposing any objections. 
The reason why I made this stipulation 
was, because I believed them to be so 
ignorant of the true nature of the Chris- 
tian doctrines, that this time would be re- 
quisite to convey to them an accurate 
idea of those principles, and of the evi- 
dence on which they were founded.” — 


pp. 3—7. 


An account of the manner in 
which Lord B. came to be of the 
party, may be interesting to some, 
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“‘ My four friends agreed to the condi- 
tion, and we appointed our first meeting 
to be held at the house of M., at one 
o’clock the following Sunday. 

“ M., the gentleman at whose house 
we were to meet, called in the interim on 
Lord Byron; and, among other things, 
mentioned to his lordship the object of 
our intended meeting. His lordship ex- 
pressed a wish to be present, and said, 
that he also would willingly be converted, 
if he could, as he felt no Capetnens in his 
present unsettled notions on — 
* You know,’ added his lordship, ‘ I am 
reckoned a black sheep ;' and, after a 
pause, he continued, ‘ yet not so black as 
the world believes me, nor worse than 
others.’ He said, he would not intrude 
himself, as he did not know me; but M 
said, that he had no doubt that I should 
readily consent that his lordship should 
be present, and would, indeed, be very 
sensible of the honour he did us. On the 
nature and object of the meeting being 
further explained to him, he said that he 
would convince me, that, if he had not 
faith, he had at least patience, and that 
he would listen the prescribed time 
without interrupting me. On the next 
day M. communicated to me his lordship’s 
wishes, and, though I had never spoken 
to his lordship, and little anticipated such 
a hearer, I readily consented to his being 
present, notwithstanding my fears that 
a consideration of his reputation and 
rank would embarrass me, more than was 
desirable, in the execution of a task, at 
all times, and under the most favourable 
circumstances, arduous and difficult. The 
following day his lordship sent his compli- 
ments, with a e to M , that he was 
sorry that he could not attend the meete 
ing on Sunday, as he intended that day 
to embark his horses, and proceed to the 
Morea. Towards evening, however, he 
again sent a message to M., that he had 
changed his mind, and would be present 
at the meeting. We afterwards learned 
that his lordship had really intended to 
embark his horses on the Sunday; but 
on his mentioning his design to the cap- 
tain of the ship,—a stout, rough English- 
man,— who had the prejudices, if not the 
spirit of religion, he told his tordsliip, 
* No, my lord, you must not play these 
tricks with me; there shall be no hea- 
thenish and outlandish doings on board 
my ship on a Sunday.’ This refusal of 
the captain paved the way, it is probable, 
to circumstances, which induced his lord- 
ship to change his mind, and, with other 
causes, led him, instead of hastening his 
departure, to remain four months in Ce- 
phalonia.” - pp. 9—11. 


Others hearing of the intended 
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discussion, begged permission to be 
resent ; instead of four auditors, 
Dr.K. found himself surrounded by 
ten, and some of these no ordinary 
individuals. He proceeded, how- 
ever, with calm confidence in the 
work he had undertaken. He sat 
down, with the Bible and a few 
other books before him. Lord By- 
ron reclined upon the sofa; some 
of the sceptical fellow-officers of 
Dr. K. stood round the table; and 
thus circumstanced, he commenced 
a series of preliminary remarks, in- 
troductory to the detail he in- 
tended to give of the principal doc- 
trines of the Christian Revelation. 
Considered as addressed to such 
an audience, the following ex- 
tract will be read with interest, 
and, if we mistake not, may, to 
many of our readers, if they will 
just try to conceive themselves in 
the place of Dr. Kennedy, sug- 
gest personal inquiries, their ho- 
nest answer to which will occasion 
feelings, perhaps paintul, but pro- 
bably salutary. 


“T had some claim, I said, to be al- 
lowed to state my opinions with confi- 
dence. I had received a religious educa- 
tion, and had witnessed in my earliest 
youth many examples of genuine piety. 
At college I had no opportunities of mix- 
ing with pious people. My friends there, 
without denying the trath of Christianity, 
neither regarded its doctrines nor its 
precepts; and some of my companions 
from affectation or conviction, professed 
themselves freethinkers. Hume, Gibbon, 
Voltaire, Rousseau, and the other free- 
thinking French authors, were held in 
high estimation among many of my 
friends, as those who chiefly merited the 
appellation of philosophers. My early 
impressions were never, however, so far 
effaced as to carry me the length of de- 
nying, or even doubting the truth of 
the Scriptures; but I lived almost in the 
total neglect of religious duties and stu- 
dies, and frequently joined in the laugh 
and sneer against those whose lives were 
strict, as men of hypocritical character, 
or at least of a weak and narrow under- 
standing. When doing these things, I 
often, indeed, felt a secret reproach of 
conscience, which was at times silenced 
by the resolution I formed, that some 
time or other, when it was more conve- 



































nient, I would attend strictly to the study 
and practice of Christianity. I was often 
sensible of the inconsistency of my con- 
duct in always talking with respect of 
religion, nay, and of detending it, though 
— igaorantly, in the company of deists, 
and yet joining in the ridicule against 
those who were more severe in regulat- 
ing their lives and conversation by its 
doctrines. Circumstances at last led me 
seriously to reflect on the subject ; and 
after two years of almost exclusive study 
and investigation of religious points, I 
took upon me the name and profession of 
a Christian, determined to participate in 
the lot, both in this world and in the 
next, of the sincere and humble followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.”-- pp. 15--17. 


After a variety of other remarks 
on the nature of evidences, &c. 
Dr. K. proceeded with his plan 
of endeavouring to communicaté 
to his hearers an outline of the 
Christian system, intending to 
show that it was worthy, in itself, 
** of all acceptation.” After this, 
it was his design to enter upon a 
detail of the external evidences in 
its support. The stipulation was, 
that he was to be heard for twelve 
hours, at different periods, pre- 
vious to remarks, objections, or 
inquiries being proposed by them. 
This engagement, however, was 
soon violated, He tried several 
methods of keeping their attention 
fixed to what he had proposed. 
The first meeting degenerated into 
desultory talk; from several others 
that followed. Lord Byron was 
absent; in these, Dr. K. seems to 
have entered much more fully and 
minutely into the subject; at 
length, at the appointed hour for 
meeting, no one attended; the 
patience of the philosophers was 
evidently exhausted, and the pro- 
secution of the plan was necessa- 
rily given up. Subsequent to 
this, Dr. K. had two or three con- 
versations with Lord Byron alone, 
and put into his. hands several 
books and tracts, to which he 
promised to give his attention. 

The following extracts, taken 
from different parts of the work, 
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may not only interest, but may 
furnish matter for profitable 
thought. 


‘* His lordship said, that when he was 
young, his mother brought him up strict- 
y; that he had access to a great many 
theological works, and remembered that 
among others, he was particularly pleased 
with Barrow’s writings, and that he also 
went regularly to church. He said that 
he was not an infidel who denied the 
Scriptures, and wished to remain iu unbe- 
lief; on the contrary, he was very desir- 
ous to believe, as he experienced no happi- 
ness in having his religious opinions so 
unsteady and unfixed ‘ But he could not,’ 
he added, ‘ understand the Scriptares.’ 
He said, ‘that those people who conscien- 
tiously believe, he should always respect, 
and was always disposed to trust in them 
more than in others; but he had met with 
so many, whose conduct differed from 
the principles which they professed, and 
who seemed to profess these principles, 
either because they were paid to do it, or 
from some other motive, which an inti- 
mate acquaintance with their character 
would enable one to detect; that he had 

secn few, if any, whom he could rely 
upon as truly and conscientiously believing 
the Scriptures.’’— pp. 46, 47. 

“M. too often made a jest of all that 
was said, but once he observed, ‘ that 
after all these disputations and jestings, 
they might all find it necessary in their 
old age to apply to the serious study of 
the Scriptures, to prepare them for dy- 
ing.’ ”--p. 13 

“¢T have no wish,’ said Lord Byron, 
‘to reject it without investigation; on 
the contrary, I am very desirous of be- 
lieving, for I have no happiness in my 
present unsettled notions on religion.’ 

“ «Tf that be the case,’ I replied, ‘then 
you have no time to lose. It is your po- 
sitive duty, as well as your highest inte- 
rest, to begin immediately, and if you 
do so with a proper spirit, and persevere 
a sufficient time. you will arrive at a 
firm conviction of its truth. You must 

ray humbly to God to grant you, by his 

Spirit, a sense of your own iniquity, 
and a proper view of the necessity of a 
Saviour; and when you have seen this, 
the tom | and harmony of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel will unfold themselves 
before you.’ 

“* But I do not see,’ he said, ‘ very 
much the need of a Saviour, nor the 
utility of prayer. Prayer does not con- 
sist in the act of kneeling, nor in re- 
poenes oe words in a solemn man- 
ner. Devotion is the affection of the 
heart, and this I feel; for when I view 
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the wonders of creation, I bow to the 
Majesty of Heaven ; and when I feel the 
enjoyments of life, health, and happiness, 
1 feel grateful to God for having bestowed 
these upon me.’ 

 ¢ All this is well,’ I said, ‘ so far as it 

‘oes, but, to be a Christian, you must go 
firther. Such feelings of devotion as 
these, I believe, every one experiences, 
even the most wicked, for they are forced 
upon him by the wonders of the Creator, 
and by the nature of his own constitution. 
If Christianity did not exist, such feelings 
might be excited; but as Christianity 
is revealed to man, and is the only 
means, hitherto known, by which a sin- 
ner can be reconciled to a holy God, and 
made fit for everlasting happiness, it 
imperiously demands the attention of 
every one: for, if true, it follows inevi- 
tably, that transitory moments of devo- 
tion and gratitude will not be considered 
as sufficient for qualifying a man for 
heaven, if he reject that Saviour, the 
Son of God, who came to die in his stead, 
that his sins might be forgiven, and that, 
by believing in him his heart and affec- 
tions might be changed, and his conduct 
and conversation altered. I would en- 
treat your lordship to read your Bible 
most attentively, with humble prayer, 
that light may be given you to under- 
stand it; for, great as your talents are, 
of the Holy Spirit, 
the whole book will be to you sealed, or 
at most an entertaining history, or a 
curious fable.’ 

**¢T read more of the Bible than you 
are aware,’ said Lord B.; ‘I have a 
Bible which my sister gave me, who is 
an excellent woman, and I read it very 


often.” He went into his bed-room on 
saying this, and brought out a ket 

ble, finely bound, and shewed it to 
me 


“TI said, ‘ You cannot do better than 
read this; but if you have read it so 
much, it is singular that you have not 
arrived at the understanding of it. I 
will shew you,’ I added, ‘ from the 
Bible itself, the authority which there 
is for a change of heart, before a person 
can be a true Christian, or comprehend, 
in a proper manner, the truths contained 
in this wonderful book.’ I then turned 
over the Bible to look for the third chap- 
ter of John.”--pp. 184, 137. 

“<¢ What, then, you think me in a very 
bad way? said his Lordship. ‘I cer- 
tainl ink you are,’ I replied ; ‘ and 
this isa , not on my own anthority, but 
on that of the Scriptures. No Christian 
can say that he has been better than your 
lordship ; on the contrary, many will ac- 
knowledge their hearts to have been more 
sinfal, and their lives as bad, though 
N.S. NO. 74, 
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their rank and talents never placed them 
in so conspicuous a point of view. But 
while they thus acknowledge themselves 
to have been as bad, or worse than your 
lordship, they consider themselves en- 
titled to say,—considering you simply as a 
fellow creature, possessed of an immortal 
soul, which will either be saved or 
damned,--that your lordship must be 
converted, and must be reformed, before 
any thing can be said of you, except 
that you are bad, and in a bad way.’”— 
pp 171, 172. 

* The wits of the garrison made them- 
selves merry with what was going on, 
and passed many jokes on the subject. 
Some of them affected to believe,--I 
know not on what ground,—that Lord 
B.’s wish to hear me proceeded from his 
desire to have an accurate idea of the 
opinions and manners of the Methodists, 
in order that he might make Don Juan 
become one for atime, and thus paint their 
conduct with the greater accuracy and 
fidelity : some of them did not hesitate to 
tell me that this was the case, and that, if 
I were wise, I should let his lordship 
alone. i 

““My answer was short and decided. 
‘I could not affirm that Lord B. had 
not the intentions they ascribed to him, 
but if he had, be did not aet like a gen- 
tleman in wishing, of his own accord and 
at his own request, to be introduced to 
me, to hear me on these subjects: but if 
such were his design, it would have no 
effect npon me, as I neither feared his 
ridicule nor his poetry, and would there- 
fore converse with him on the subject till 
such time as it was more certain what his 
secret intentions were.’ ””— pp. 211, 212. 


We had marked several other 
ae go for quotation, but our 
imits warn us of the necessity to 
omitthem. From what we have 
introduced our readers will be able 
to form some notion, both of the 
character of the work, the cha- 


racter of the men, and the cha- 


racter of the controversy, if it may 
be called such, in which they were 
engaged. 

The work is undoubtedly inte- 
resting, though less so, perhaps, 
than might have been expected, 
from the attractiveness of its title. 
The fact is, the greater part of it 
is not conversations with Lord 
Byron, but with others; of this 
part too, the greater eo is 
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Pr ae speaking,conversation 
at all, but a series of spoken disser- 
tations on a variety of the doctrines 
and evidences of Scripture. These, 
in general, bear the marks of 
being the production of a culti- 
vated mind—a mind very respect- 
ably acquainted with the subject 
in debate, but not, perhaps, dis- 
tinguished by originality or vi- 
gour. It may be doubted whe- 
ther Dr. Kennedy was exactly the 
person to reason with Byron on 
the subject of Christianity ; but, it 
should be remembered that his 
being engaged in doing so was 
of the nature of an accident; it 
was Byron that first expressed 
his wish to listen to Kennedy, and 
Kennedy was first engaged to 
discuss the subject with four of 
his private friends and fellow- 
officers, who, for any thing that 
appears, were not distinguished 
by any attributes of intellect or 
genius, but merely possessed an 
average share of information and 
ability. It may be doubted, too, 
whether the plan he adopted was 
the most judicious: we think not. 
With such auditors as he had, he 
ought to have begun where he in- 
tended to leave off, that is, with 
the external proofs of the truth of 
Scripture. There was great good 
sense in Lord Byron’s remark, 
“* We want to be convinced that 
the Bible is true, for then our 
admission of its doctrines must 
follow of course.” 

With all allowances, however, 
which it may be necessary to 
make, we are prepared most cor- 
dially to recommend the work, as 
both interesting and useful: there 
is. much, both of information and 
argument, justly and fairly em- 
ployed in defence of religion, 
which may be read by many in 
such a. work, who would not open 
any other for the purpose; and, 
as a study, so to speak,—a pic- 
ture, illustrating human nature, 
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the tendency of different moral 


systems, and the comparative 
worth of opposite characters, it is 
calculated to afford, to the medi- 
tative mind, materials for much 
thought, and matter for many ar- 
guments, 

It will be impossible, for in- 
stance, not to be struck with 
such suggestions as the following, 
which it was our original intention, 
had our space permitted, to have 
pursued at some length. In rela- 
tion to Dr. K. himself, the reader 
of the ‘* Conversations” will be 
compelled to admit and to admire 
his calm superiority to the fear of 
men—his indifference to ridicule— 
his persevering benevolence, and 
perfect purity of intention, in soli- * 
citously seeking the welfare of his 
friends—his consciousness of the 
possession of something which 
placed him in a position, from 
which he was entitled, without 
arrogance, to commiserate the 
condition of his companions—his . 
plainness and faithfulness in ho- 
nestly stating the truth, and, at 
times, in rebuking inconsisten- 
cies ;—these, and similar virtues, 
which appear in the course of the 
volume, and appear without design 
and without chert, will be observed 
by the thoughtful reader, and will 
be regarded as imparting a moral 
sublimity to the character of the 
writer. They show what Chris- 
tianity can do for a@ man. sur- 
rounded by the dangers of a sol- 
dier’s situation; and they show 
what such a man may do to 
** adorn Christianity.” The piety 
and faith, the fortitude and. con- 
scientiousness, the patience under 
reproach, and the determination 
not to be ashamed of Christ be- 
fore men, which distinguished Dr. 
Kennedy, are sufficient to make 
many blush, from whom more 
should be expected, but by whom 
less would be displayed. There 
are, at the end of the volume, 
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many interesting testimonies to his 
worth, and a brief account of the 
circumstances of his death. He 
seems to have been a person uni- 
versally beloved, and worthy to 
have been so. 

As to the friends who formed 
Dr. K’s. original audience, and 
whose minds, in relation to re- 
vealed religion, were in a state 
either of doubt or disbelief, it is 
impossible not to be struck with 
many things in their behaviour, 
which are creditable neither to 
their cause nor their conduct. 
They display in general an utter 
destitution of that sense of the im- 
portance of the subject, which 
ought to characterize every man 
capable of reflection, but espe- 
cially such men as profess to have 
reflected so far as to hesitate or 
deny. They neither appear to 
have had a sincere desire to know 
the truth, to have been willing to 
pursue it with patience, nor to have 
been capable of feeling the moral 
grandeur either of the object or 
the enterprize. They frequently 
display levity, instability, indif- 
ference. They betray, at times, 
their ignorance of the nature and 
extent of the evidence by which 
Christianity is sustained, all of 
which they ought to have ex- 
amined if their doubt of its truth 
had been philosophical and manly; 
and all of which they ought to 
have refuted, if their rejection had 
been rational. They were evi- 
dently dazzled by the presence of 
Byron; every thing he uttered 
was brilliant, and all that he as- 
serted was oracular. In com- 
parison with their opponent, or 
rather instructor, they sink into 
insignificance. They have no 
claims either to just moral feeling, 
or to rational philosophy; and 
as to prayer, a thing which, on the 
mere possibility of a God, a 
thoughtful man would employ on a 
venture while enquiring after His 
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truth,—a thing which could not 
be proved to be useless, which 
might be beneficial, and which, 
therefore, in such an inquiry, any 
consistent philosopher would have 
employed, this they seem, one and 
all, to have treated with indiffer- 
ence, if not ridicule. Their whole 
conduct appears to have been 
about as agreeable to reason as 
that of the irrational generally is. 
Byron, properly speaking, was 
not an infidel, but a sceptic. His 
mind never went farther than a 
state of doubt. He had no fixed 
principles of any kind. He was 
not argumentatively attached to 
any truth or conclusion whatever. 
He believed, disbelieved, and 
doubted, more as a matter of sen- 
timent—more as the thing im- 
pressed his feelings and imagina- 
tion, than as it appealed to the 
reasoning faculty. ‘There are se- 
veral passages in the present vo- 
lume which exhibit the state of 
his mind, in relation to Christianity, 
in a more favourable light than it 
is generally regarded, though there 
is nothing to convey the hope of 
his cordial reception of it. In- 
deed, there is much throughout 
the whole work obviously charac- 
teristic of the man, but noé cha- 
racteristic of a dignified and se- 
rious inquirer after truth. There 
is a constant indication of play- 
fulness and humour; a tendency 
to jest; no opportunity is lost of 
saying a witty thing, and some~ 
times things are said that are not 
witty, though iutended to be so. 
There is here and there what might 
be expected from a poet,—a sense 
of the grandeur and majesty with 
which the Scriptures invest Je- 
hovah; but there is no sense of 
the relations which should be felt 
to exist between that Being and a 
sinful intelligence: there is the 
acknowledgment of the depravity 
of man, but no adequate feeling of 
personal guilt: there is the mis- 
Q2 
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take, commonly committed, of at- 
tributing to devotion the feelings 
naturally excited in all minds of 
sensibility and genius, by the sub- 
lime and beautiful of external na- 
ture. There is the excitement of 
an imagination alive to the power 
and lustre of grand ideas, but 
there is nothing like a feeling and 
sense of the sublimity of truth. 
The remarks of Byron are often 
characterized by levity, and some- 
times by what is worse. It ap- 
pears, too, from one passage, that 
at the very time when these dis- 
cussions were going on, he could, 
at the table of a friend, indulge 
with others in gross and disgust- 
ing conversation, and when re- 
on paa for it by Kennedy, who 
ad heard of the circumstance, had 
only to reply, that some other 
person was as bad, or worse, than 
he! And these are your philo- 
sophers!—men who profess to be 
in search of moral truth; who put 
away from them, without exami- 
nation, a system which declares 
that it deserves their attentive re- 
gard; who listen to its evidences 
without any feeling becoming the 
nature and magnitude of the in- 
terests at stake; whosee no reason 
for asking the ‘* Father of Lights” 
to aid their inquiries, and no dan- 
ger in sensualizing their minds 
by vulgar obscenity! Whether 
Christianity be true or false may 
be left out of sight; and yet, in 
the mere possibility of its being so, 
or from the importance of being 
argumentatively convinced of the 
contrary,on these grounds, and on 
no higher, the conduct of Byron 
and his companions must be con- 
demned as utterly irreconcileable 
with the dictates of reason. He 
whom they ridiculed was the phi- 
losopher. 
As to Galt’s life of the noble 
t, it is impossible now to dwell 
sated upon it, nor is it necessary. 
He commences his work by say- 
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ing that he “ approaches his task 
without apprehension, entirely in 
consequence of having determined, 
to his own satisfaction, the manner 
in which the biography of so sin- 
gular and so richly endowed a 
character as that of the late Lord 
Byron should be treated.” What 
this manner is, he nowhere de- 
scribes, leaving us, most probably, 
to find it out from the book itself. 
The principle which pervades it, 
and to which we suppose the au- 
thor to refer, is to exhibit the con- 
nection of all Byron’s poems, with 
facts and circumstances in his own 
lite, not that he is the hero of his 
poems, but that me? all bear on 
what, in different places, he saw 
and felt, rather than on what he 
independently imagined. It is a 
common saying, that “ the boy is 
the father of the man;” and Mr. 
Galt seems to say that, in the case 
of Byron, “ the man was the father 
of the poet;” and it must be ac- 
knowledged that the principle 
seems in general to be borne out 
by the contents of the volume. 
We do not much admire, how- 
ever, his chapter on Byron’s con- 
versations with Kennedy. He 
speaks sneeringly of Kennedy’s in- 
tellectual character; talks of him 
as having had a ‘‘ taste” for cir- 
culating pious tracts; and, in other 
respects displays a spirit not quite 
what we could have wished. Some 
of his remarks are very objection- 
able, and some absolute nonsense. 
** His lordship,’ he says, ‘* was 
so constituted in his mind, and by 
his temperament, that nothing short 
of regeneration could have made 
him a Christian, according to the 
gospel of Dr. Kennedy.” And 
does Mr. Galt not know that he 
might have said, with more se- 
riousness and equal truth, “ ac- 
cording to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ?” The phraseology of the 
last sentence is such as no serious 
man would have employed, and 











ww mse wee Reever CGH ew 


oe an aoe aa Fe 











1831.) Review of Books:—Gottfried Schill’s Calmuc Tartary. 113 


is adapted to lessen the reverence 
which should always be felt for 
sacred things. In relation to 
Byron, he observes—* that he 
was deeply imbued with the es- 
sence of natural piety; that he 
often felt the power and being of 
a God thrilling in all his frame, 
and glowing in his bosom, I de- 
clare my thorough persuasion:”— 
that may be very true, and yet 
all that is perfectly consistent with 
deep and depraved hostility to 
God, as revealed in the Scriptures ; 
natural piety is not either evan- 
gelical devotion, or evangelical 
holiness. He says afterwards, 
that “‘ without a reconstruction of 
his mind and temperament, I ven- 
ture to say he could not have be- 
come a member of any particular 
church, not in consequence of any 
predilection, either of feeling or 
principle against Christianity, but 
entirely owing to an organic pe- 
culiarity of mind.” Such may be 
the refuge, then, of any infidel, 
however determined. Ply him 
with facts, arguments, and ap- 
peals, he cannot feel their force, 
not from any objection to religion 
or truth, but ‘entirely from an 
organic peculiarity of mind !!”— 
The fault of infidelity may thus 
be thrown back upon the Creator 
himself, A Unitarian said to us 
a little time ago, ‘ that he could 
conceive, that a man’s mind might 
be so constituted, as to render 
him incapable of perceiving the 
evidence in proof of the Scriptures, 
or of the Divine existence.” It 
will next be discovered that a man, 
from “‘ organic peculiarity,” may 
be innocently insensible of moral 
distinctions, and then all thieves 
and blackguards will become pro- 
fessors of this modern philosophy, 
at least they will readily profess 
themselves Tesigies. 

Once more, we are told, that “‘ to 
claim any credit for him (Byron) as 
a pious man, would be absurd; but, 





to suppose he had not as deep an 
interest as other men “in his soul’s 
health,” was to impute to him “a 
nature that cannot exist.” This is 
either a truism or an absurdity. 
Byron had, and all men have, equal 
interest with others “ in their soul's 
health :” this may be said of the 
most abandoned; for it is just 
saying, that all men’s souls are 
equally valuable ; but, if it mean 
that Byron felt that interest, or 
that no man’s “‘ nature” can exist 
in‘such a state as to be reckless of it, 
(and it means this if it means any 
thing) then we have nothing to do 
but to point either to fact or to 
scripture for ten thousand proofs 
in contradiction to the statement. 
We take leave of Mr. Galt without 
being much impressed by his cha- 
racter, either as a philosopher or 
a divine; and we regret that the 
first volume of a “* National Li. 
brary,” a volume which is to be 
followed by one on the History of 
the Bible, should contain so many 
passages adapted to do the na- 
tional mind so little good, and so 
opposed to the principles of that 
book, to the history of which it 
is announced as introductory. 





Calmuc Tartary ; or a Journey from Sa- 
repta to several of the Calmuc Hordes of 
the Astrachan Government: from May 
26 to August 21,1823. Undertaken, on 
behalf of the Russian Bible Society. By 
Henry Augustus Zwick and John Gott- 
Sried Schill, and described the latter. 
London: Holdsworth and Ball. 12mo. 
1831. 7s. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the _ inter- 

ruption which the operations of 

the Bible Society have experienced 
in Russia, we have not yet forgot- 
ten the lively interest which these 
operations produced, nor the hopes 
which were excited respecting the 
general and speedy dissemina- 
tion of the principles of divine 
truth through that immense em- 
pire. When we reflect on the 
myriads of copies of the sa- 














114 


cred volume that were put into 
circulation during the wales years 
exertions of the Russian Institu- 
tion, and the preparation of so 
many translations of the whole or 
parts of that volume into languages 
that had never before been en- 
riched with the boon of revelation; 
the rapidity with which the work 
was carried on, and the eagerness 
which was universally manifested 
to obtain copies of the inestimable 
treasure; the facilities that were 
created, the advantages that were 
reaped, and the actual good that 
accrued from the perusal of the 
inspired page: we freely confess 
there still exists on our mind 
a powerful conviction, that God 
has designs of mercy for the Rus- 
sian people, and that ere long the 
obstacles which now prevent the 
free and unfettered course of the 
word of truth will be removed, 
and the gospel will be carried into 
every steppe, and every mountain- 
defile, from the plains of Poland 
to the shores of Kamstshatka, and 
from the snow-capped Caucasus to 
the Frozen Sea. 

The enemy has been permitted 
to triumph; but we confidently 
believe it is only for a season, 
in order to prepare for a suc- 
cessful attack on those barriers 
which obstruct the progress of in- 
telleetual freedom, and the intro- 
duction of an order of things in 
accordance with the wants and 
claims of more than fifty millions 
of immortal beings. With the 
suppression of the Bible Society, 
a new spirit began to operate in 
different departments of society ; 
and, though we wish ever to be 
slow and guarded in our interpre- 
tations of the ways of Providence, 
especially as it regards the linking 
together of certain events with any 
particular views which we may 
form of the procedure of the divine 
government, yet we have been 
struck with the fact, that the late 
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Emperor Alexander never appears 
to have enjoyed a moment’s tran- 
quillity from the period at which 
he withdrew the smile of his fa- 
vour from that important Insti- 
tution. His successor has, like- 
wise, since the tumult which ac- 
companied his ascension to the 
throne, been kept in a state of 
perpetual agitation—alarmed by 
the cry of freedom from without, 
and threatened with a fresh ex- 
plosion from within; and now 
that the subjugated and long-op- 
pressed Poles have thrown off 
their fetters, determined to re- 
cover their national independence, 
or perish in the attempt, an im- 
petus cannot fail to be communi- 
cated to the native Russians who 
are sighing for delivérance, and 
who, if, the moment the autocrat 
has entered Poland with his 
inundating army, they do not rise 
and assert their right to a joint 
participation in those liberties and 
immunities which bless the exist. 
ence of other portions of the human 
family, will only delay the more 
effectually to mature such measures 
as may be deemed requisite for 
effecting their eventual emancipa- 
tion. 

With these political convulsions 
the Bible Society has nothing to 
do. Its agents are men who have 
one simple yet noble end in view, 
the furnishing of mankind with the 
revelation of the will of God, in 
order thereby to effect their pre- 
sent and eternal salvation. With 
politics they meddle not, From 
agitators, intriguers, and conspira- 
tors, they conscientiously oe in- 
stinctively stand aloof, Their 
plans, to the extent of their suc- 
cess, go to allay discontent, con- 
solidate the securities of good go- 
vernment, and diffuse the blessings 
of peace and happiness throughout 
the. world; and amidst the diver- 
sified and trying scenes through 
which they have passed, not one 
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of them has suffered in his cha- 
tacter from the dark lowerings of 
political suspicion, or afforded the 
smallest ground of complaint in 
regard to want of due respect to 
existing authorities. Their simple 
principle has been to avail them- 
selves of any opportunities that 
might be afforded them of excit- 
ing attention to the sacred volume, 
and giving it unrestricted circula- 
tion among all the nations to which 
they have had access. 

But to return to Russia, It is 
well known that millions of the 
Greek communion are ripe for a 
religious reformation. Wearied 
with a prodigious load of puerile 
and unmeaning ceremonies, they 
are thirsting for a “ worship in 
spirit and truth.” Were a Luther 


or a Knox to arise on the banks 
of the Dnieper, or in the crowded 
resorts of Moscow or Petersburgh, 
thousands would instantly hang 
on his lips, and the joyful tidings 


would forthwith be resounded to 
the boundaries of the empire. 
Multitudes have already cast their 
images to the moles and the bats, 
and only wait to be more fully in- 
structed in the way of the Lord. 
Who can contemplate the field 
which thus presents itself in the 
East of Europe, without antici- 
pating a vast accession to the king- 
dom of our Redeemer?) Who that 
appreciates the importance and 
genuine influence of truth, but 
must rejoice in the prospect of the 
establishment of its empire in 
regions, the inhabitants of which 
have long been the dupes of anti- 
christian error and superstition ? 
The effects of such a moral re- 
volution will not be confined to 
those parts which are professedly 
Christian. They will extend to re- 
ions which are now overrun with 
the noxious weeds of Mohammedan 
delusion, or which luxuriate in all 
the wildness of heathen idolatry. 
Of these the first that may be ex. 
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pected to participate in the bless- 
ings of Christian cultivation will 
be the Calmuc, Kirgisian, and 
Mongolian steppes, which stretch 
from the banks of the Euxine to 
the Baikal and the Ona; a terri- 
tory with which we are as yet bat 
little acquainted, but where vast 
numbers of Nomades lead their 
migratory life, and in the vicinity 
of which are the celebrated cities 
of Samarcand, Kashgar, and Tash- 
kent, teeming with a population 
destitute of the knowlidue of sal- 
vation. 

To a portion of these wilds we 
are conducted by the interesting 
volume before us. It is the pro- 
duction of John Gottfried Schill, 
a Moravian missionary, and con- 
tains a detailed account of a jour- 
ney undertaken by himsclf and his 
brother missionary, Heory Au- 
gustus Zwick, on behalf of the 
Russian Bible Society, in the year 
1823. The people among whom 
they were sent, are known uader 
the name of Calmues, a branch 
of the numerous Mongolian race, 
whose hordes, under Jengiz-Khan 
and Tamerlane, carried terror and 
devastation into most parts of 
Asia, and a considerable portion 
of Europe itself. 

The Calmucs are the western 
neighbours of the Kirgises, and 
inhabit the vast plains which ex- 
tend northward from the Black 
Sea and Mount Caucasus, on both 
sides of the river Volga, and on 
the south and east of the Don. 
Their religion, as well as that of 
the other Mongolian nations, is 
that of Buddh, of which we are 
furnished with the following ac- 
count, 

“The religion of the Calmucs, and of 
the other Mogul nations of Upper Asia, 
was probably derived in early ages from 
India. They revere, as its founder, 
Schag Schamuni, who lived in India lo 
before the time of Christ, and deliver 
instructions, which were committed to 
writing by his disciples, in part, soon 
after his death, and the rest at a later 
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riod. It takes its name of Buddhaism, 
rom the worship of the God Buddh ; it 
is also called by the name of its priests 
or Lamas. Being oppressed in its native 
country by the Bramins, (so called from 
their Brama, ) it was propagated the 
more extensively in the neighbouring 
countries, and now reigns in China and 
a in Thibet, (which is its throne,) 
and over all Mongolia. It was esta- 
blished in Thibet 400 years before the 
birth of Christ ; thence it made its way, 
in 1250, to the Moguls, and soon became 
the sole and universal religion amongst 
them. 

“* Buddhaism knows nothing of one 
Almighty God, the Maker of heaven and 
earth ; in its creed, God is one with the 
world, and every thing was produced out 
‘of the Eternal existence of the Uni- 
verse.” From infinite space, (in the 
Mogul language, Chagossun Agur,) every 
thing that is and was, material and imma- 
terial, animate and inanimate, arose by 
cirealar motion! Highest in the scale 
of spiritual existence, is Buddha, (a the 
Calmuc Burchen,) the Divine Being, 
who is manifested in many Buddhas or 
Burchans, some complete, but most of 
them incomplete. Next in order are the 
six classes of me spirits, (Tangri,) 
amongst whom is Chormuzd, the guardian 
angel of the earth; the impure and un- 
friendly spirits (Assuri); the pure inha- 
biting the summit, the impure the foot of 
Mount Summer, in the centre of the 
earth’s surface, and waging ceaseless war 
against one another. These are followed 
by men and terrestial animals, and these 
ome by the monsters of purgatory, 
(Birid) and the hellish brood of the in- 
terior of the earth. These six classes of 
living beings continue in regular and un- 
alterable order, that is to say, in a regular 
gradation of bad; but the se- 
parate individuals of each class, in the 
perpetual transmigration of souls which 
takes place, change from one class to 
another. This circle of migration is called, 
by a ical image, Ortschilang, 
the infinite stormy ocean. On its shore, 
that is exempt from farther migration, 
are the complete Buddhas. 

“« All other beings, from the highest of 
the Tangri, to the lowest of the hellish 
monsters, are destined to reach the shore 
from the Ortschilang, that is, to rise by 
tra tion to the ranks of Buddhas. 
If this be accomplished by all, in 
the Galap or hee 7 (the complete —— 
containing one million years;) if all crea- 


tares have become united with Buddh, 
then Buddh himself is to be again swal- 
lowed up in the eternal and original 
universe. We are now in the fourth 
period, under the direction of the Buddh 
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Schagdschamuni. At its commencement, 
this god left his divine abode, and was 
born in the kingdom of Magad in India, 
that he» might be an instructor and sa- 
viour of all beings, by freeing them from 
the Ortschilang. Eighty years after, 
when he had perfected himself as a 
Buddha, he left this disguise, to govern 
the world for a period of a thousand 
years. He sent the divine Chomschin- 
Bodhissadoa, into the snowy Tangut, (or 
Thibet) to whom he imparted his in- 
structions, and particularly the formula 
Om-ma-ni-pad mel-chum, the meaning 
of which nobody has ever revealed ; it is, 
however, the root of all knowledge, the 
path of salvation for all creatures, and 
the mere repetition of it, though it be 
but once, is an infinite merit in the esti- 
mation of the Baddh Schankiamuni. 
Chomschni is the most reverenced of all 
the Buddhs in Thibet, (except Schagds- 
chamuni himself,) since it was he who 
undertook the conversion of the nation, 
and introduced the form ofyprayer which 
is for ever on the lips of all the Budd- 
haists. He is at all times incarnate in 
the person of the Dalai Lama, who lives 
(as Chomschin once did in his own per- 
son, ) in a temple on the Thibetian Mount 
Putala, where he receives divine honours, 
Another Bogdo, or grand Lama, (a title 
which is taken by all the high priests of 
Thibet,) lives at Tcschilunbo, and is also 
an incarnate Buddh ; indeed, the soul of 
a Buddh or Burchan, is considered to be 
united to overy. Lama. The Gellongs 
also, and the Khans or Princes, have 
souls of a higher order; the ‘ blacks,’ or 
common people of an inferior; but all 
souls, in the process of transmigration, 
may rise by good works, or fall by bad, 
Self-in flicted tortures and penance, such 
as the Hindostan Faquirs endure, are 
not accounted meritorious by the Budd- 
haist, as they are by the disciples of 
Brama; but good works of mercy towards 
all living creatures, without limit or ex- 
ception, such as preserving the life of an 
animal instead of putting it to death ; 
also the strictest observance of the written 
rules, and more particularly the frequent 
repetition of the above-mentioned form 
of prayer, and a great veneration for the 
priests. The three costly jewels, (Ardani) 
or the summary of all that deserves 
respect, according to the doctrine of the 
Buddhaist priests, are Burchan, Religion, 
and the Ecclesiastical order; and these 
three are all united in the Lama. The 
port man is accordingly directed to reduce 

is complex system of theology into an 
attachment to the three jewels. To this 
banded down by tie poets of Tonget 
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and Assuris, Senate and mountain 
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spirits, dwelling in mountains and streams, 


and interfering with a beneficent or 
malicious influence, in all human affairs ; 
of the fabulous Mount Summer in the 
centre of the surface of the earth, sur- 
rounded by seven golden hills and four 
continents, some inhabited by men, and 
some by creatures resembling men, of 
different forms and habits of life; of the 
earthly paradise (or the kingdom of 
Suckawadi,) west of Thibet, the heaven 
of distinguished saints, who have risen to 
the rank of imperfect Buddhas, and 
can only descend to earthly existence, in 
the person of a Khan or a Lama; of the 
dwelling of the Assuri (Erlik-Chan) in 
the interior of the earth, in a palace 
with sixteen iron walls, surrounded by 
the purgatorial fires of Birid, and of the 
hell beneath, &c. 

* The ecclesiastics of this religion are 
high priests or Lamas, priests or Gellongs, 
Gezulls or ministers, and Manschi or 
pupils: they are all unmarried, and are 
reverenced by the common people, as 
beings of a higher order. Their learn- 
ing, amongst the Calmucs at least, is 
confined to reading prayers and holy 
writings in the Thibet language, which 
few of them understand. They are very 
numerous in all the hordes.” — pp.73 —79. 

To effect the conversion of these 
blind idolaters, was the object 
which the Moravians primarily 
had in view, when they formed 
the colony of Sarepta, on the 
banks of the Volga. Little, how- 
ever, has been attempted by the 
inhabitants of that colony, that 
deserves the name of missionary 
effort, and little fruit has resulted 
from the attempts that have been 
made. The special mission, of 
which this volume contains the 
narrative, was undertaken at the 
instance of the Bible Society—a 
translation of part of the New 
Testament having been translated 
and printed in the Calmuc lan- 
guage. The missionaries were 
furnished with six sealed letters 
of protection and recommenda- 
tion from Count Nesselrode to so 
many different heads of hordes; 
but in the permission granted them 
to distribute the Scriptures, nee 
were enjoined to abstain from all 
comment on their contents. In 
the course of their journey they 

N, & NO. 74. 
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had frequent opportunities of 
becoming more intimately ac- 
quainted with the peculiarities of 
the Calmuc life. Our readers 
will peruse with interest the de- 
scription they give of the migra- 
tion of the horde. 


“ The 9th of June was appointed for 
the migration of the. horde, and as we 
had not been able to learn at what time 
of day this was to commence, we held 
ourselves in readiness from an early hour 
in the morning, till two o’clock, when the 
whole camp was in motion The Lama, 
with his priests, headed the march, after 
which, every one followed according to 
his will and convenience. The Prince 
and his family remained by the side of 
their tents and goods (which were packed 
up on camels,) until the whole camp had 
broken up; he then followed rapidly, 
and took his place in the van. We 
mingled with the crowd, and permitted 
our tent, which had been packed upon a 
camel, by the Prince’s order, to go on 
before us ; the camel-driver had taken 
his place on the beast, and the uneven- 
ness of the steppes prevented us from 
keeping up with these long-legged ani- 
mals. The main body of this moving 
multitude extended more than a verst in 
breadth, and consisted of single columns 
of camels, bearing tents, household 
goods, and children, who were stowed in 
baskets; next followed troops of horses, 
cattle and sheep, with a few drivers on 
horseback. Nobody performs a migra- 
tion on foot; indeed, the Calmucs are 
seldom induced to walk any great dis- 
tance— men, women, and elder children, 
all ride ; we even saw mothers on horse- 
back with infants, who were hardly out 
of the cradle, and babes at the breast. 
Elder boys and girls ride sometimes at 
full gallop, run races with one another, 
and practise hunting with dogs, and fen- 
cing. Sometimes a com y of. girls pur- 
posely wait till the whole train has left 
them behind by several versts, and then 
run races to join them. ‘These marches 
area kind of general show and rejoicing 
to the Calmucs, in which every one has 
an oppertunity of displaying his wealth 
and splendcur, The men ride forward 
in groups, dressed in their state clothes, 
and armed with musquets; when they 
have considerably outstripped the main 
body, they encamped on the steppes till 
it overtakes them. The matrons ride in 
their best clothes on the finest horses, in 
front of the troop, and hold in their hand 
the bridle of the first camel, to which all 
the others are fastened. e Persian 
or Russian carpcts are the « 
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packages on the camels, aud hang down 
almost to the ground on both sides; the 
animals themselves are frequently orna- 
mented with red ribbons Poorer families 
who possess no camels, load their cattle 
with children and goods, and ride upon 
them themselves. Some few employ 
Tartar cars, (or arbas,) to convey their 
moveables. That part of Erdeni’s horde 
which had encamped to the west and 
north of us, not thinking themselves safe 
from the Derbodians when we were gone, 
had joined the detachment ; we could 
form no proper estimate of the numbers 
of the united troop, as we could not, at 
any time, see the whole of it, but with 
thie reinforcement, it was undoubtedly 
very numerous. There might be about 
five hundred camels, which were em- 
ployed in carrying burthens. We halted 
at half past eight in the evening, on an 
arm of the Sarpa, along which we had 
been travelling twenty or twenty-five 
versts in a southerly direction. As we 
were to proceed on our journey the next 
morning, only the upper part of the 
tents was set up; and we followed the 
example of the Calmucs in this respect, 
as we must otherwise have unpacked the 
whole load of the camel, every time we 
stopped for the night. A few showers of 
rain had fallen in the course of the day, 
and the moisture evaporated so quickly 
on the heated earth, that it formed a 
complete mist in our little enclosure, and 
compelled us to open our felt-covering, 
and let in the fresh air. This day was 
(for us,) aregniar fast; in the morning 
we had prepared no food, on account of 
the uncertainty of our departure, and at 
the place where we encamped in the 
evening, we could find no sweet water to 
boil for our tea. Our little store of bread 
and biscuit had failed us long since: our 
only provision was the remnant of beef 
which we had brought with us, mutton 
(commonly dried in the sun,) and Calmuc 
tea, or sometimes coffee, wth which we 
had Russian biscuit, made of wheat flour 
unsalted. 

“ Tschigan we could not now procure, 
for the Prince himself was but sparingly 
provided withit. The food of the Calmucs, 
at this time, was simply and solely sour milk 
—the rich had tschigan or mares’-mi!k — 
the poor, airak or cows’ milk. Noue but 
the Prince, and the great men, had fiesh 
in their kettles, for the whole wealth of the 
nation consists in their flocks and herds, 
and they are forced to use them spa- 
ringly. In winter, when they are short 
of milk, they buy meal from the Russians 
who inhabit the shores of the Volga, and 
of this they make thin porridge, (called 
buden) which is to supply the place of 
milk. The Caimuc tea, which I have so 
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often mentioned, is prepared from a sort 
of tea which is unknown in Europe ; it 
is imported from China, to Siberia, and 
consists of the coarse leaves and stalks of 
the plant, which are formed into cakes 
sixteen inches long, eight inches broad, 
and more than an inch thick. A portion 
of this is cut off with a knife, and boiled 
with butter, or fat from the tails of their 
sheep, alittle salt is added, and some- 
times milk. Before these last ingre- 
dients are put into the kettle, the set- 
tlement of the tea is fished out with a 
bag and an iron hook, (a good deal like a 
fish-hook) and these leaves are added on 
the next occasion to the fresh tea. When 
all is ready, tea is ladled out of the kettle, 
with a wooden spoon, and served in the 
common wooden bowls or cups which the 
Calmucs use to drink out of.”—pp. 95 
— 100. 


The author gives the following 
curious account of the Kurda, or 
prayer-machine, 


** The Kurdu, or prayer-machine, which 
I have mentioned more than once, is 
peculiar to the Buddhaists. It consists 
of hollow wooden cylinders, of different 
sizes, filled with Tangud writings. The 
cylinders are painted with red stripes, 
and adorned with handsome gilt letters, 
in the Sanscrit character, commonly con- 
taining the formula Om-ma-in-bad-me- 
chum; each of these is fixed upon an 
iron axis, which goes through a square 
frame; this frame is capable of being 
shut up flat, and is formed upon a small 
scale, much like a weaver’s sheering 
machine. Where the lower parts of the 
frame cross, there is a hole, in which the 
axis of the cylinder turns; by means of 
a string which is attached to a crank in 
the spindle, the machine can be kept in 
motion, so that the cylinder turns in the 
frame like a grindstone (only upright) 
upon itsaxis. Before the fire at Sarepta, 
we had two large Kurdus of this kind, 
with Tangud writings of all sorts, rolled 
one upon another round the spindle, in 
the inside of the cylinder, to the length 
altogether of some hundred feet. These 
prayer mills perform a much more im- 
portant office than a rosary, which only 
serves to assist the person who prays. 
The Moguls believe, that it is meritorious 
respectfully to set in motion (whether by 
the wind or otherwise,) such writings as 
contain prayers and other religions decu- 
ments, that the noise of these scraps of 
theology may reach to the Gods, and 
bring down their blessing. As these 
oe a ee ny nsually contain the 

‘angud formula, which is serviceable to 


all living creatures, (repeated it may be 
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ten thousand times, so that there is a 
multiplication of power like that in the 
English machines, equivalent to the 
labour of so many individuals,) — as 
prayer can, in this manner, be carried on 
like a wholesale manufactory, it is not 
very surprising that prayer mills are so 
commonly to be found in the houses of 
the Moguls. An ingenious contrivance 
this, for storming Heaven with the least 
possible trouble.” —pp. 118—120. 

The attempt made by the Mis- 
sionaries to introduce the Scriptures 
among this people, appears com- 
pletely to have failed. The con- 
versations which they had with 
the Princes, Lamas, Gellongs, and 
Mandshi, or students, show how 
deeply their gross and debasing 
superstitions are rooted in the 
minds of the Calmucs, and how 
entirely they are hoodwinked by 
a cunning and wicked priesthood. 
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After submitting to numerous hard- 
ships, the brethren returned to Sa- 
repta with the melancholy news of 
their ill success, to receive, in re- 
turn, the distressing information, 
that their colony and their home 
had been destroyed by fire. 

We could enrich our pages with 
interesting extracts from this work, 
but we have already placed before 
our readers sufficient to make them 
acquainted with the nature of its 
contents, and the style in which it 
is executed; and have no doubt 
that it will soon make the round 
of our Book Societies, and be 
lodged in those libraries which are 
made the repositories of ethno- 
graphical and religious  intelli- 
gence, 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 
Lay-Helpers; or, a Plea for the! Co- 
operation of the Laity with the Clergy. 
By the Rev. Thomas Sims, M.A., late of 
Queen’s College, Cambridge. 


IN THE PRESS. 

Speedily will be published, Religion 
versus Infidelity; containing the evi- 
dence of the mdst celebrated Historians, 
Philosophers, Statesmen, Orators, and 
Poets, of all Nations, in support of Re- 
vealed Religion ; chronologically arranged. 
By a Layman. 

Part IX. of Hinton’s History of 
America, will appear on the 15th instant; 
and a Part will be published every fort- 
night, until the work is complete. 

To be published by subscription, price 
5s. Enthusiasm, and other Poems. By 
Susanna Strickland. Dedicated, by per- 
mission, to James Montgomery, Esq. _ 

An Appeal to Dissenters on submission 
to the obligation imposed by law for the 
Religious Celebration of Marriage, ac- 
cording to the Rites of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. By Joshua Wilson 

Four Lectures on the Law of the 
Sabbath, as contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. By the Rev. H. F. Burder. 

Nearly ready, in | vol. 8vo. Examples 
in Algebra. By the Rev. W. Foster, 
MA. late Scholar of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, Head Master of St. Paul’s 
School, Southsea, Portsmouth. 

Mrs. Lachlan has a Work nearly ready, 


dedicated by permission to Her Majesty, 
entitled Agape; or, the Sacred Love- 
Pledge, in 1 vol. 

In a few days, a Help to Professing 
Christians in judging their Spiritual 
State aud Growth in Grace. By the 
Rev, John Barr, Author of ** The Scrip- 
ture Student’s Assistant,” &c. 

Remarks on the Present State of the 
Dissenting Interest, with Hints for its 
Improvement, by means of a consolidated 
Union. By one of the Laity. 

In one vol. 8vo. An Enquiry after Pro- 
phetic Truth, relating to the Restoration 
of the Jews, and the Millenniam, ad- 
dressed to Jews and Gentiles. By Jo- 
seph Tyso. 

The Work contains some beautifal 
Lithographic Engravings by Martin. 

1. A Map of the countfles to be pos- 
sessed by the restored Tribes. 2. A 
Plate of the ‘* Holy Oblation,” including 
the Sanctuary and the New City, Jehovah 
Shammah, &c. 3. A Plate of the Sanc- 
tuary on an enlarged Scale, containing 
the Temple, Separate Place, Altar, Walls, 
Gates, Chambers attached to them, and 
the Outer and Inner Courts, &c, 4. A 
Plate of the Fast Gate of the Sanctuary, 
on a larger scale, shewing the Ascent by 
seven steps. The Cambers, Pillars, &c. 
This is the Gate at which the King of 
Kings shall enter into his Royal Palace. 
5. A Scheme of Chronology representing 
at one view the times of the Prophets, 
&c. &c, 
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WE are persuaded that our Readers will participate in the pleasure with which 
we announce that the warm remonstrance contained in the Postscript of our 
last number has produced explanations and excited efforts highly favourable 
to the accomplishment of that great measure, a General Congregational Union, 
to which all the parties involved are now fairly pledged. From our esteemed 
brethren of the Dorsetshire Committee we have received letters explanatory of 
their proceedings, in which they inform us that their proposals have been the sub- 
jects of mature thought and deliberation during the past eighteen months, and that 
they were partly brought forward by one of their number in the Wor/d newspaper, 
Jan. 6th, 1830. They distinctly ym athe all idea of circumvention, all desire 
of priority. They candidly confess their omission of all reference to the 
papers of our correspondents, and the deliberations of our brethren in the 
metropolis, but they assure us it was an unintentional oversight, perfectly 
undesigned ; and they wish their plan to be considered as containing suggestions 
only, subject to any future revision which may be deemed expedient. These 
satisfactory explanations we are most happy to receive and publish to our 
friends, that they may know that the parties who were brought into a mo- 
mentary collision, now mutually possess a spirit of cordiality and co-operation, 
which will contribute not a little to the accomplishment of our common object. 

From the authors of the excellent papers which have appeared in our Journal 
on this question, and for whose feelings we confess we felt not a little jealous, 
we have received communications expressive of their solicitude that every effort 
should be made to secure harmonious co-operation. The Provisional Com- 
mittee in London are animated by the same spirit, as will be seen in their 
resolutions, which will be found below, aud together with the resolutions 
of the Congregational Board, will evince that the great body of Independent 
Ministers in London is a. to the principle, and will cheerfully unite in 
deliberations upon the plan of the Union. 

While we are greatly cheered by these decided movements, we cannot con- 
ceal from our Readers that there is a body of our brethren throughout the 
kingdom, respectable for character, talent, and station, who are not yet prepared 
to send in their acts of adherence to this proposed measure. ‘‘ The Ques- 
tions” which appear in another part of the present number are from the pen of 
an able minister of this class; and this fact must show to every ardent friend 
of the proposed measure, that confidence is a plant of tardy growth, and that we 
shall only attain The General Union by prudent and steady efforts to satisfy 
the judgments and conciliate the feelings of our beloved brethren.—Ep1ToRs. 








PROCEEDINGS OF THE LONDON PRO- object has been to obtain communica- 


VISIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
FORMATION OF A GENERAL CONGRE- 
GATIONAL UNION. 

Ata meeting held in the Vestry of 
the Poultry Chapel, London, on Ja- 
nuary 10th, and by adjournment, on 
the 17th and 24th, Robert Winter, 
Esq. in the Chair, 

It was unanimously resolved, 

I. That this Provisional Committee 
held various meetings during the past 
spring and summer, with a view to 
make arrangements to ascertain the 
desirableness and practicability of a 
General Union of Congregational Mi- 
nisters and Churches ; that their first 


tions from Associations and Ministers 
throughout the kingdom, and to re- 
ceive their matured suggestions, in 
reference to the best methods of car- 
rying into effect a general and bene- 
ficial Union. - 

II. That this Committee is happy to 
find that the subject has en d the 
attention of the Ministers, and other 
influential individuals assembled at 
Shaftesbury, in the autumn of last 
year; and are anxious immediately to 
open a friendly correspondence with 
them, in the hope that they may be 
able to avail themselves of their sug- 
gestions, together with those of other 
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County Associations, in order to pre- 
pare the way for bringing the subject 
before the Congregational Churches 
of the kingdom at large. 

Ill. That an official communication 
be made to the Board of Congrega- 
tional Ministers in London, and to the 
Secretary of every provincial Associa- 
tion throughout England, respectfully 
requesting that this important subject 
may receive the serious attention of 
the Members of such Associations at 
their next meeting; and soliciting the 
favour, that the result of their delibe- 
rations be communicated to this Pro- 
visional Committee; also inviting a 
deputation from each Association, to 
meet in the Metropolis, in the month 
of May next, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing these various suggestions, and 
adopting from them a matured plan 
for the proposed Union. 

The following letter was then adopt- 
ed, as the Circular to be addressed to 
the Secretaries of the respective County 
Associations, and will put our readers 
in possession of the intended arrange- 
ments. 

* London, Jan. 24, 1831. 

“ Dear Sir—A general union of the 
Congregational Churches throughout 
England is a subject which has proba- 
bly engaged your serious attention, in 
commor with almost every member of 
the Denomination; and we feel as- 
sured that to yourself personally a 
communication in reference to that in- 
teresting and important measure will 
not be unacceptable; and that as the 
Secretary of the Association it 
will receive your very prompt and 
cordial support. 

“ The desirableness of uniting in the 
closest possible alliance the churches 
of our country maintaining a common 
faith and order, founded, as they be- 
lieve, on the sacred institutes of the 
New Testament, requires no argument 
to commend it to a serious and re- 
flecting mind; while it must be evi- 
dent that such a union of Congrega- 
tional Churches must be founded upon 
the broadest recognition of their own 
distinctive principle, namely, the 
scriptural right of every separate 
church to maintain a perfect indepen- 
dence in the government and adminis- 
tration of its own particular affairs. 

“ Without entering on minute de- 
tail, among the various important ob- 
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jects in which the congregational 
churches of England have a common 
interest, the following will be univer- 
sally admitted :— 

** 1. The extension of the kingdom 
of Christ, especially in connexion with 
the Congregational Denomination. 

‘*2. A more ardent mutual affec- 
tion among the members of the Deno- 
mination, and more earnest prayer for 
the spiritual interest of the associated 
churches. 

** 3. The attainment of more general 
and accurate statistical information 
relative to the congregational churches 
throughout the kingdom, and the world 
at large. 

‘* 4. The preservation and enlarge- 
ment of our civil rights. 

** &. The formation of a Plan for 
superseding the present mode of col- 
lecting funds for the erection of new 
chapels. 

* 6. Communication with con - 
tional and other churches in Wales, 
Scotland, Ireland, America, and other 
parts of the world. 

‘*In the prosecution of these and other 
objects intimately connected with our 
Christian and common interests, it 
must be evident that the separate ex- 
ertions of particular churches will 
prove comparatively feeble, and that 
harmonious and vigorous co-operation 
is essential to their complete attain- 
ment. 

** Such an union as that now sug- 
gested, appears to have engaged, al- 
most simultaneously, the attention of 
the Congregational Churches through- 
out the country. During the spring 
of 1830, several highly-respectable 
ministers, from various and distant 
countries, earnestly invited the co- 
operation of their brethren residing in 
the metropolis, for the accomplishment 
of this important object. 

_ ** After several Meetings for delibera- 
tion, the following ministers and gen- 
tlemen were associated as a Provi- 
sional Committee, in the hope that, as 
a medium of correspondence, they ma 

have the happiness of advancing this 


design. 


*« Rey.James Bennett, D.D., Thomas 
Binney, John Blackburn, H. F. Bur- 
der, D.D., John Clayton, jun., J. Dean, 
J. P. Dobson, Joseph Fletcher, D.D., 
John Morrison, Andrew Reed, R.Win- 
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ter, D.D., and Joseph Turnbull, A.B.— 
Messrs. J. B. Brown, LL. D., Thomas 
Challis, William Hale, Benjamin Han- 
bury, W. A. Hankey, J. R. Mills, 
Henry Parker, Apsley Pellatt, Tho- 
mas Piper, Thomas Wilson, Robert 
Winter, and William Yockney. 


‘*In the name of the Provisional Com- 
mittee, and as fellow-helpers to the 
truth, allow us, dear Sir, with great 
respect and affection, to request you 
will issue a special invitation to all the 
members of the —— Association to at- 
tend its next meeting( which we presume 
will be holden early in the spring), for 
the purpose of considering the subject 
of a General Union of Congregational 
Churches throughout England. And 
permit us also, through you, very re- 
spectfully and earnestly to request— 

*« First, That the members of your 
Association will transmit to the Pro- 
visional Committee, at the earliest 
practicable period, the result of such 
united deliberations, in the form of 
suggestions, to be submitted to a 
Meeting of Deputies from all the Pro- 
vincial Associations, proposed to be 
convened in London, in the ensuing 
month of May; and, 

** Secondly, That they will appoint 
at least two of their members (a mi- 
nister and a layman) to attend such 
meeting, for the purpose of discuss- 
ing, from the various suggestions of 
the County Associations, a general 
plan for the formation and government 
of the Union, to be submitted to a 
Meeting of the Representatives of all 
the Congregational Churches of Eng- 
land, which’shall be convened at such 
time und place as the associated de- 
puties' may ‘then determine. 

** While the Committee are sensible 
of the desirableness of promptitude in 
the accomplishment of this great mea- 
sure, they are deeply convinced it can 
only be effected on a permanent and 
useful basis, as the result of carefal 
and mature deliberation, in connexion 
with fervent and persevering prayer. 

** Let-usthen, dear Sir, unite in ear- 
nestly imploring. from our God and 
Saviour, the spirit of wisdom and 
knowledge; and that to knowledge 
we may add brotherly kindness, and 
to brotherly kindness aps A Ls mig the 
projected Union may and 
‘prosecuted in truth and love; that 


Goi, in all things, may be’ glorified, 
through Jesus Christ. 
‘* We are, dear Sir, 

‘* Yours, very faithfully, 
ARTHUR TipMAN, ? Secretaries, 
Josuua WiLson, $ protem.” 

May we request that any Commu- 
nications for the Provisional Com- 
mittee may be addressed to us, atthe 
Highbury College Office, Pinner’s 
Hall, Old Broad Street, London. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONGREGA- 
TIONAL BOARD. 

At the Meeting of the Board of Con- 
gregational Ministers residing in and 
about London, on Tuesday, Jan. 11th, 
1831, Rev. John Clayton, jun. M.A. 
inthe Chair; a communication having 
been received from the Provisional 
Committee of the Congregational 
Union, and supported by a deputation 
of its members present ; 

The Board adopted the following 
Resolutions : 

I. That in the opinion of this Board, 
it is highly desirable to endeavour to 
form a General Union of the Congre- 
gational Churches and Ministers of 
England, on such principles as are per- 
fectly in accordance with their ecclesi- 
astical constitution and discipline. 

If. That this Board hath learned, 
with great satisfaction, that inquiries 
have recently been commenced by a 
Provisional Committee in London, 
with a view to ascertain the senti- 
ments of Congregational Ministers 
and Churches throughout the king- 
dom, and particularly of those con- 
nected with County Associations. 

Il. That this Board, having heen 
requested by the Provisional Com- 
mittee to express their views and 
wishes, have great pleasure in avow- 
ing their cordial approbation of the 
object, and in expressing their readi- 
ness to concur in any measures which 
may appear to them discreet and serip- 
tural, with a view to the promotion of 
a union so greatly to be desired. 

IV. That aCommittee be appointed 
to deliberate on the best methods of 
promoting the object proposed, and to 
prepare a Report for the consideration 
of the Board. 

V. That the Committee consist of 
the following gentlemen: The Rev. 
Drs. J. P. Smith, H. F. Burder, J. 


Bennett, Henderson, and Fletcher ; 
and the Rev. Messrs. J. Burnett, ‘R. 
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Halley, J. Yockney, J. Clayton, A. 
Reed, G. Clayton, and J. Blackburn. 


DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND 
ASSOCIATION. 


To the Editors—I have, at the de- 
sire of my brethren, sent you a copy 
of their sentiments, relative to the 
proposed plan of a Congregational 
Union. The subject has been several 
times before us on former occasions, 
and as you know, from communica- 
tions sent by some of the brethren 
in this quarter, a union has been 
ardently desired for some time. It 
also appears, that in different parts 
of England and Wales the same de- 
sire has existed. This simultaneous 
feeling on the subject, in so many 
different quarters, before any public 
notice gave direction to it, may, I 
think, be fairly viewed as providen- 
tial, and forced upon our attention 
by ‘‘ the signs of the times,” which 
it is our duty and privilege to observe 
and improve. I remain, 
Your’s truly, 
James Matueson, Sec. 


At a half yearly meeting of the 
above Association of Congregational 
Ministers and Churches, held at Monk- 
wearmouth, the 18th January, 1831, 
after much deliberation and prayer 
to God, we the members of that 
Association have come to the follow- 
ing conclusions respecting a union of 
the ministers and churches belonging 
to the denomination of which we form 
a part. 

We are of opinion, that the time 
has arrived when a union should, if 
possible, be formed of all the con- 
gregational or independent churches 
of England and Wales. 

We consider that the basis of union 
should be so scriptural and well de- 
fined, that no reasonable objection can 
be urged against the plan or prin- 
ciples of the union, by any of the 
ministers or churches of our denomi- 
nation. 

We believe, that the best way to 
secure this wnanimity, or at least 
general concurrence in the plan of 
the union, is to keep the following 
objects especially im view, viz. 

‘The complete and permanent security 
of our individual churches as distinct 
churches of Christ. 


Also, that there should be no inter- 
ference with those existing Institu- 
tions, which are supported or coun- 
tenanced by our denomination, so as 
to injure or weaken them; but, on 
the contrary, to assist and strengthen: 
them by pecuniary aid and moral 
influence; thus rendering their exer- 
tions more uniform and available; 
securing our religious liberties and 
the spread of the Gospel throughout 
this country; relieving the necessities 
of aged or poor ministers or widows, 
and promoting, through the breadth 
and length of our denomination, a 
deeper interest in the circumstances 
and welfare of sister churches, and 
the progress of the Redeemer’s cause, 
not only in Great Britain and Ireland, 
but throughout the world. 

That we rejoice in the general 
attention, which has been drawn to 
the subject of a union among our 
churches, by means of the Congrega- 
tional Magazine, and the cireular 
of the Dorsetshire Association. 

As it is our anxious desire to see 
a Union formed on unexceptionable 
grounds, we consider, that it is not 
desirable that too many objects should 
be proposed by this Union at first ; 
and would respectfully suggest, that 
instead of now entering into details, 
the outlines or principles of union 
only be proposed, and that these be 
filled up, as the Union may acquire 
numbers, strength, consistency, and 
experience. For we feel persuaded, 
that, if we seek to secure more than 
the present state of the charch war- 
rants, we shall injure the great cause 
we are so desirous to serve, 

We deem it our duty, most re- 
spectfully to call upon those active 
friends in London, who for some time 
have been considering the subject ; 
and those in Dorsetshire, whe, by 
their circular, have proved the deep 
interest they take in the object of a 
Union; and any other County Asso- 
ciation, which has been in corre- 
spondence with the Provisional Com- 
mittee in the metropolis, or with the 
Dorsetshire Committee, to co-operate 
in preparing a plan of union which 
can be presented to the churches, not 
under the sanction of London or 
provincial churches and ministers, 
but as the result of united and cordial 
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consideration on the part of both ; 
and thus prove to all concerned, that 
town and country are of one mind on 
this important subject. 

It also seems very desirable to us, 
that no unnecessary delay should take 
place in maturing a plan of union, 
and in making it generally known, 
through the regular mediums of com- 
munication, for the consideration of 
the denomination at large ; and like- 
wise, that if practicable, a prepara- 
tory meeting should be held in Lon- 
don, of its friends in, and nearest 
to the metropolis, before the meetings 
in May, or at that time, so that due 
notice could be given, and the general 
opinion ascertained previous to the 
meeting of ministers and delegates in 
the autumn. 

W.L. Prattman, Barnard Castle ; 
W. H._ Stowell, North Shields; 8. 
Watkinson, Monkwearmouth; Alex. 
Reid, Newcastle; Thomas Stratten, 
Sunderland; Samuel Jackson, Bar- 
nard Castle; Richard Gibbs, Dar- 
lington; William Nicol, Chester-le- 
Street; Robert Thornton, Horsley ; 
and James Matheson, Durham. 

DENBIGH AND FLINTSHIRE CON- 

GREGATIONAL UNION. 

At a quarterly meeting of the Con- 
tional Union, consisting of the 
ndependent churches in the Coun- 
ties of Denbigh and Flint, held at 
Bagillt, parish of Holywell, Janu- 
ary the 6th, 1831, Rev. David Jones, 

of Holywell, in the chair ; 

It was unanimously resolved—That 
while those connected with this 
Union are decidedly attached to the 
principles of independency, and esteem 
them as important and sacred, they 
are no less convinced, that the unity 
of Christian churches has its founda- 
tion already laid, and its example, 

ttern, and spirit shown in the New 

estament; and being fully persuaded, 
that these things are right in prin- 
ciple, their ju on has been still 
more satisfied by their experience, 
though on a small scale, of the various 
benefits resulting from their own 
united exertions, during the last ten 
years, in furtherance of the cause of 
the blessed Saviour. They therefore 
most cordially approve, and hail with 
unfeigned delight, the proposal lately 
made of a general Congregational 


Union in England and Wales; and 
hope to unite in prayer, and in every 
effort within their power, for the 
accomplishment, support, and pros- 
perity of so desirable, excellent, and 
evangelical an object. 

John Saunders, Buckley; Jonathan 
Davies Penuel, Hope ; Jonah Lloyd, 
St. Asaph; Owen Owens, Rhes- 

-cae; Benjamin Evans, illt ; 
homas Jones, Newmarket; and Isaac 
Harris, Mold. 

The following brother ministers be- 
long to the Union, of whom those 
present are also aware that they en- 
tertain the same sentiments on the 
subject with themselves, and some of 
them had sent to the meeting re- 
questing their names might be added 
to the resolution :— 

William Williams, Wern; David 
Roberts, Denbigh; Thomas Ellis, 
Llangwm ; John Griffiths, Llanarmon ; 
John Roberts, Capel Garmon; Thos. 
Jones, Llangollen; Evan Price, Ru- 
thin ; and Ismael Jones, Liansanan. 


ESSEX CONGREGATIONAL UNION. 


This important County Mission was 
established in 1798, and has been ho- 
noured to introduce the Gospel to 
many a benighted village, and plant 
not a few churches of our Lord and 
Saviour. 

Its last Report contains abundant 
evidence of the activity of its mem- 
bers, especially in the erection of 
convenient places of worship in the po- 
oe villages of Southminster and 

anuden. The total expenditure of 
this valuable Society last year amount- 
ed to £1190. 178, 5d. The respectable 
Ministers of the county haye adopted 
a plan of publishing a series of tracts, 
each containing a short sermon, once 
a fortnight, at the low price of one 
oo each. In this re a large num- 

t of instructive publications has 
been issued, and for the last seven 
years the annual profits have nearly 
averaged £20. The Rev. Thos. Craig, 
of Bocking, projected and carried on 
the design for two years, since which 
the County Ministers have generally 
united. , A plan which thus combines 
the diffusion of scriptural knowledge, 
and the increase of Home Missio 
Funds, might be attempted with suc- 
cess by other County Associations. 
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ADDRESS, FROM THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE *‘ CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF 
IRELAND,” TO THE CONGREGATION- 
AL CHURCHES OF ENGLAND AND 
SCOTLAND, * 
Dear Brethren——We often reflect 
with high satisfaction on the service 
which is rendered to the Redeemer's 
cause, by the Congregational Churches 
of Kugland and Scotland. In the 
Scriptural nature of their efforts, and 
in the eminent success which has fol- 
lowed them, we discover practical 
evidence that their peculiar principles 
are.ia accordance with the principles 
and precedents of Apostolic Churches, 
and subservient to the preservation 
and extension of pure and unsecular 
Christianity. Standing connected with 
Churches, whose views ef the consti- 
tution and ordinances of the Saviour’s 





* This address is undoubtedly entitled 
to a place amongst the Transactions of 
the Congregational Dissenters, and we 
have therefore inserted it; at the same 
time, we feel bound to remind our be- 
loved Brethren in Ireland, and the mem- 
bers of our Denomination throughoat the 
United Kingdom, that while it is quite 
true: that no society exists for the exciu- 
sive adyancementof Congregational Chris- 
tianity in Ireland, yet there és a society, 
althongh not denominational in its con- 
stitution, which, as it desives its funds 
almost entirely from the Congregational 
body of Great Britain, so it has been the 
chief instrument of advancing our Deno- 
mination to its present state in the sister 

om, we mean the /rish Evangelicat 
Society. From the returns made by the 
Rev. W. H. Cooper, of Dublin, which 
were published in our last Sapplement, 


it appears, that out of thirty Indepen- 


dent Churches and Congregations which 
exist in Ireland, there are seventeen whose 
ministers were educated at the Academy 
of that Institution, and we think we can 
count up four or five more who were first 
introduced to Ireland as the agents of its 
Committee. It also ought, in all fairness, 
to be stated, that eighteen or twenty of 
our Independent Brethren in the minis- 


- try inthe sister kingdom, are, at the pre- 


sent time, to a great extent, dependent 
on the funds of that Society, amongst 
whom are most of the members of the 
Union. We are also sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the pescandings of the drish Evan- 
gelical Society, to add, that no Indepen- 
dent Chapel has been erected in Ireland 
for rd od paar re bi not 
enj tronage and pecun as- 
dulaecs of that Institation.-- Editors. 
N.S. No. 74. 
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kingdom, are substantially the same, 
and recognizing fully the value of the 
principles on which they are based, 
we are anxious to secure an interest 
in your sympathies, and to obtain that 
measure of co-operation in ‘‘ works of 
faith and labour of love,’’ which the 
circumstances of our Churches, and 
the necessities of our country will be 
found to require. 

The Congregational Churches of 
Treland, though geographically sepa- 
rated only by the narrow passage of 
the Irish Sea, are not accurately known 
te many of their Christian Brethren 
in Great Britain The number of 
these Churches (not including a few 
of the Baptist denomination) is only 
about TWENTY-THREE. They are si- 
tuated in eleven counties, and conse- 
quently there remain TWENTY ONE 
counties, in “hich we believe there is 
no church of the Congregational order ! 
That these counties contain a large 
population, and therefore. present 
wide field for missionary labours, will 
appear from the following returns of 
the last general census of 1821. 


County. Population. 
Galway sn eccwccececeass ++ +314,748. 
Leitrim: +--+ -+eerces oereee 105,976. 
Mayo. ---+-+--- eecoecerees 297,538 
Roscommon «++++++eeereee 207,777 
CAVAN: --ee cer ec crecccens 194,330. 
Donegal coweccces eccvceece 249,483. 
Fermanagh seeve ee eeesees 130,309. 
Gas 266k Sea Se See usy 119,188 
Queen’s County ---+---+-+ 129,391. 
Wexford. «.----+ceceeenree 149,304. 
Wicklow--..-.: teeceeeees 115,142, 
Monaghan ep ereererececors 178,183. 
Clare: -ccccceccccecs +++ 209,595. 
Waterford «-<--+eeecereee 154,466. 
Carlow «++-+-++ eeereccces 81,287. 
King’s County---- «-++++- 132,319, 
Kildare-----.--cscees . ++ 101,715, 
Kilkenny Secesoses s+eee++ 180,326. 
Longford «..---++-eeseeee 107,702. 
West Meath ------ coesss 128,042. 
East Meath --.--+- eesseee 174,716. 


It is also worthy of remark, that of 
the twenty-three Churches now exist- 
ing, not more than twelve or thirteen 
have been formed during the last 20 
years ; and considering the number of 
those which during that period have 
fallen into decay, having been deprived 
by death or removal of the pastors who 
formed them, we cannot announce a 
real bona fide addition to the number 
of our Churches of more than five or 
six during the long period * TWENTY 
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years! We admit—and we now 
gratefully record it—that we are in- 
debted to the liberality of British 
Christians for a continuance of the 
ordinances of the Gospel in some of 
our Churches; but we feel—and we 
cannot conceal our conviction — that if 
our Congregatioual Brethren had made 
united efforts, as a denomination, for 
the Churches in Ireland, we must 
have experienced more of the Scrip- 
tural prosperity enjoyed in those 
memorable days, when the Churches 
were ** edified and walking in the fear 
of God, and comfort of the Holy Ghost 
were MULTIPLIED” Deeply do we 
feel that our Churches have not made 
those strenuous and united efforts for 
Treland’s welfare, which the necessi- 
ties of the land so obviously demand. 
They were not inactive, but whatever 
was done, they did as detached and 
individual Churches; there was no 
concentration of strength—no union 
of pu —no joint co-operation in 
reading peace and salvation over 
the dark country around them. Long 
was the want of a Scriptural UNion 
the common reproach and destructive 
bane of the Congregational Churches 
of Ireland. 
This state of things has happily 
d away, we trust for ever. After 
jong consultation among the Brethren, 
and amid many discouragements, a 
Congregational Union has been form- 
ed, and to this we sincerely hope, every 
minister and every church of our 
denomination in the land will, at no 
distant petiod, be sincerely and devo- 
tedly attached. Our Union has pre- 
cisely the same object as that of the 
Con tional Union of Scotland, 
and will, we fondly hope, not only 
employ the same Scriptural means, but 
enjoy the same spiritual prosperity 
which has been so eminently vouch- 
safed to the unostentatious labours of 
that valuable Institution. Already, 
dear Brethren, have we reaped some 
advantages from this friendly Associa- 
tion. It has “‘ strengthened the weak 
hands and confirmed the feeble knees ;” 
it has given to our Denomination a 
“local habitation and a name;” and 
above all, it has drawn forth our 
Churches energies to engage in those 
active services which are in some de- 
gree befitting their high ordination, as 
witnesses for Gov. ; 
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During the past year we have been 
aided by two esteemed pastors from 
Scotland, who, with some of our num- 
ber, were enabled to traverse in itine- 
rating labours, large sections of the 


following counties—Derry, Donegal, 
Sligo, itrim, Cavan, Fermanagh, 
Monaghan, Longford, Westmeath, 


aud Tyrone, thus carrying the glad 
tidings of salvation to thousands, 
many of whom were sitting in dark- 
ness, and the shadow of death. The 
wants of millions of our countrymen 
demand more strenuous efforts, more 
extensive labours than we have yet 
been able to perform. Relying upon 
the promised blessing of our divine 
Master, we contemplate being able 
through your liberality, to labour 
far more abundantly. There are large 
tracts of country where no one has 


ever proclaimed ‘* peace by Jesus 
Christ.” These require to be evan- 
gelized. There are important dis- 


tricts where faithful brethren are found 
destitute of the ordinances of the 
gospel These require to be furnished 
with the means of grace. Nor should 
we omit to mention those little com- 
munities of Christians, whose views 
of the constitution of the Saviour’s 
kingdom prevent them from joining 
in communion with any church, where 
Christian character is not practically 
recognized as a term of communion. 
We could mention one district ex- 
tending little beyond the bounds of a 
single county, where not fewer than 
twenty such communities are found, 
some of whom have recently expressed 
their regret that they want from ne- 
cessity the scriptural offices of ‘* bi- 
shops and deacons,” and their satis- 
faction in the thought of receiving 
attention from the Congregational 
Union of Ireland) This numerous 
and interesting class of our fellow 
Christians obviously deserve, and will 
cer.ainly obtain our early attention. 
There is another object which must 
be viewed as essential to the pros- 
perity and increase of our churches— 
to encourage young men of piety and 
talent, who are anxious to labour in 
the ministry of the gospel. We have 
no theological academy in Ireland, 
and we know of none where young 
men are educated with a view to their 
labouring in Ireland. There are se- 
veral young men of piety and talent 
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in our churches, who are anxiously 
looking forward to the work of preach- 
ing to their fellow countrymen, ‘ the 
unsearchable riches of Christ ;” few of 
our churches could singly sustain the 
effort of sending such persons to an 
academy, and of affurding the aid 30 
often requisite in prosecuting their 
studies. Applications having been 
laid before us from some persons of 
promise, we have appointed some of 
our number to correspond with Chris- 
tian friends in England and Scotiand, 
and report to us, at their earliest con- 
venience, what measures we can ein- 
ploy for accomplishing an end so truly 
important. 

Such are the objects contemplated 
by the Union - to preach the gospel in 
districts, which are destitute of an 
evangelical ministry, and unvisited by 
the approved agents of any religious 
society—to encourage young men as 
candidates for the ministry, and thus 
make provision for the future wants of 
the churches—to visit those places 
where churches which once existed 
have been suffered to fall into decay— 
and to enconrage and aid in the for- 
mation of churches in those places, 
where the Redeemer’s followers are 
anxiously desiring the institutions of 
the gospel in their primitive simplicity 
and purity. Aware that Societies are 
formed to accomplish the first of these 
objects, though not in proportion to 
the exigencies of the land, while none 
exist for the accomplishment of the 
latter, we. hope to give to these latter 
objects, from conviction and choice, a 
degree of our attention in some mea- 
sure proportionate to their ackvow- 
ledged importance. 

In pursuing these objects we ob- 
viously need, and we, therefore, ear- 
nestly implore a special interest in 

our sympathies and prayers. We 
now you agree with us in dis- 


tinctly recognising the necessity of: 


disine influence in extending the 
Saviour’s kingdom in our world, and 
in considering the gift of the Spirit, 
as the promise of the Father, and 
consequently a legitimate subject of 
prayer. Pray for us, dear brethren, 
that of that divine influence, our 
churches may obtain a more copious 
effusion, and that * walking in the 
fear of God and comfort of the Holy 
Ghost” they may prove that they 
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realize a fulfilment of the animating 
promise, ‘*1 will make them, and the 
places round about my hill a BLEs- 
SING.” @Could we conduct our in- 
tended operations without pecuniary 
aid, we would remain fully satisfied 
with the encouraging assurance, that 
we have an interest in your prayers ; 
but ‘* how shall they believe in him, 
of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? 
and how shall they preach, except they 
be sent?” 

Possessing the principles and pre- 
cedents of Apostolic churches as our 
warrant, (Acts xi. 27—30; 2 Cor, ix. 
1.; Rom. xv. 26, 27.) and your libe- 
rality, both to societies connected with 
other denominations, and to those 
which are formed upon principles of 
avowed neutrality, as our encourage- 
ment, we would confidently appeal to 
your christian sympathy. We ask 
not your aid for our own sakes—we 
receive nothing from the Union's 
funds—we have no salaried office- 
bearer —only the expenses necessarily 
incurred.in spreading the Gospel, are 
defrayed; and some of our brethrea 
will be able to defray all the expenses 
they incur in labouring for the Union. 
Ou principles of strictest economy 
we are resolved to act; and to a faith- 
ful application to the objects of the 
Union, of every shilling placed at our 
disposal, we are pledged. 

We deem it unnecessary to employ 
arguments in presenting our claims ; 
the facts we have detailed will, we 
trust, speak to the heart. We could 
tell you of our SIX MILLIONS, your 
fellow-subjects, your fellow-heirs of 
immortality, who are systematically 
taught another Gospel than that 
‘* which hegan to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
by them, who heard him;” of the 
thousands who are instructed in the 
worst peculiarities of the God-deny- 
ing heresy; of thousands more, who 
have a name to live, while they are 
dead; and of many who are appeal- 
ing to the advocates of a scriptural 
communion, for an immediate supply 
of the simple institutions of the evan- 
gelical economy. Other denomina- 
tions are exerting themselves in our 
land, our brethren in the Established 
Church, the Synod of Ulster, the 
seceding Synod, the saat ti the 

Ss 
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English Baptists, and the Wesleyan 
Methodists, are making laudable ef- 
forts; their labours are denomina- 
tional, they tend to promote the inte- 
rests of these denominations respec- 
tively. Congregations are raised, und 
¢hurches are formed. ONLY Congre- 
gationalists have neglected the inte- 
rests of their body; no society exists 
im Ireland, none for Ireland (except 
the Union) whose objeet is to advance 
the Redeemer’s kingdom in connexion 
with Congregatioualism. These things 
ought not to be. Are not our churches 
formed after the primitive model? 
were not the golden candlesticks in 
the apostle’s vision, an appropriate 
emblem of the primitive churches? 
If asked, are not churches of our 
order bound to spread the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ around them ? 
shall we not answer, as answered the 
lamented Orme, “ Yrs, by united and 
persevering exertions fur the good of 
our fellow-ereatures, by improving the 
talents, encouraging the zeal of bre- 
thren, and defraying their necessary 
expenses; and in every other way 
which Christianity sanctions, and the 
law of love requires.” ‘Nor is it with 
us a matter of uncertainty, whether 
these words express your sentiments ; 
the gratitude of the South Sea 
islander, of the Indian, and the Negro, 
now rejoicing in their spiritual free 
dom, prove that you believe, that 
while the graces which adorn the 
churches of the saints, should ever 
Shine with the softened effulgence of 
humility and love, yet still they should 
shine before men. 
° Neale has said, in reference to the 
Hampton’ Court Conference, (and he 
roves the truth of his conclusion,) the 
formation of Ireland was built upon 
a wma foundation; we affection- 
ately invité you to assist in com- 
pletiig the work, which men ‘of 
= a world en not worthy,” so 
happily . The spiritual wants 
of bihdredeof thousands—of mil- 
lions of otrr countrymen, demand our 
prayers, our sympathies, our efforts, 
and to yon they carry, with speechless 
emphasis, the cry, Come over and help 
ue. 
~ We commend you, dear brethren, to 
God; and to the word of his grace ; 
“and as many as walk according to 
this rule, peace be on them, and 
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mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” 
By order of the Committee. 
James CARLILE, Secretary. 





SPECIAL PRAYER AMONGST CONGRE- 
GATIONAL CHURCHES OF THE ME- 
TROPOLIS, 


Agreeably to the resolutions of the 
Congregational Board, Wednesday, 
the 19th of January, was observed by 
our Churches in London as a day of 
special prayer and intercession on be~ 
half of our country. We are happy 
to know that the ministers in the va- 
rious districts cordially united in this 
solemn duty, and that the congre- 
gations were generally numerous, 
and in some places crowded, appa- 
rently devout, and deeply interested 
in these patriotic services. We have 
not heard whether our brethren in the 
country adopted the suggestion. 

» 





MONTHLY MEETING IN THE 
METROPOLIS, 


On Thursday, January 6, the 
monthly meeting for prayer, and a 
sermon, was held at the Rev. J. Dean’s 
meeting-house, Aldermanbury, when 
Dr. J. P. Smiru delivered an ela- 
borate’ and valuable discourse, on 
the Personality and Divinity of the 
Holy Spirit; and the Rev. J. Has- 
loch and Dr. Winter conducted the 
devotional services. We are happy 
to announce, that the publication of 
the discourse was earnestly requested 
by many of the ministers and gentle- 
men who heard it, and’ that Dr. 
Smith has promiséd to comply with 
their wishes. May it ‘form’ the 
basis of a work which shall, in learn- 
ing and usefulness, become a com- 
panion’ to The Seripture Testimony 
to the Messiah. 





HOMERTON. COLLEGE. 

We regret to record that the Rev. 
Wm. WaLrorp, the able and ho- 
noured classical Tutor of this Instita- 
tion, has resigned his office, which hé 
held sixteen years, in consequence of 
a protracted and melancholy affliction, 
superinduced by a heavy domestic 
bereavement. 

The Rev. Mr. Bishop, who was 
classical Tutor at the late Mission 
College, Hoxton, has undertaken the 
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duties of that department at Homer- 


ton. 





ORDINATIONS. 


On the 7th of July, 1830, the Rev. 
Wm. Lewis, lately employed as a 
County Missionary in Pembrokeshire, 
was ordained Pastor of the congrega- 
tional church at Pembroke Dock. The 
Rev. Dan. Davies, of Zion’s Hill, dis- 
coursed on the nature of a Christian 
church, from 1 Cor. xiv. 12; the Rev. 
Wm. Griffiths, of St. David’s, pro- 
posed the usual questions, and offered 
up the ordination prayer; the Rev. J 
Bulmer, of Haverfordwest, delivered 
the charge to the minister; and the 
Rev. W. Hammerton, of Newton 
Gower, preached to the people. The 
prospects of usefulness in this rising 
sea-port are very flattering. 

On the 6th of October, 1830, the 
Rev. Jos. Ransom, late of the Hack- 
ney Academy, was ordained pastor of 
the church of Christ at Hoarwithy, 
near Ross, Herefordshire, His bro- 
ther, Rev. S. Ransom, described the 
nature and stated the principles of a 
New Testament church; the Rev. G. 
Collison, in his charge to the minister, 
urged the high importance of preach- 
ing a crucified Saviour ; and the Rev. 
T.Jackson, of Stockwell,addressed the 
people on their appropriate duties. 
This infant cause owes its chief sup- 
port at present to the zeal of the Hack- 
ney Committee for diffusing the Gos- 
pel in dark Villages, &c. 

On Thursday, Oct. 28, 1830, the 
Rev. Wm Clarke, late student of 
Hackney Academy, was ordained to 
the pastoral office over the Independent 
church at Godalming, in Surréy. The 
Rev. G. Browne, of Clapham, com- 
menced the service by reading the 
Scriptures, and prayer; the Rev. T. 
Jackson, of Stockwell, delivered the 
introductory discourse ; and the Rev. 


J. Johnson, of Farnham, proposed the- 


usual questions, and received the con- 
fession of faith, &c.; the Rev. S. 
Perey, of Guildford, offered the ordi- 
nation prayer; the Rev. G. Collison, 
Mr. 'C.’s tutor, delivered the charge ; 
atid the Rev. J. Sibree, of Coventry, 
Mr. C.’s late pastor, preached the 
usual sermon to the people. The Rev. 
G, Browne preached in behalf of the 
Surrey Mission, at the same place, in 
the evening of the same day. 
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RECENT DEATHS, 

Died, Jan. 2, after a few days ill- 
ness, the Rev. B. L. Epwarps, of 
Northampton, aged 66; after having 
sustained, for upwards of forty-five 
years, the pastoral charge of an Inde- 
pendent church in that town. He 
pursued his preparatory studies for the 
ministry at the Theological Institu- 
tion, then conducted at Hoxton, we 
believe under the tuition of Doctors 
Savage, Kippis, and Rees, and from 
thence he proceeded to the station 
which for so many years he has occu- 
pied with an unblemished character. 
As a minister of Christ, he united or- 
thodoxy of sentiment with liberality of 
spirit. As a man he was admired 
most by those who were best ac- 
quainted with him; warm and faithful 
in his friendships, of a most enlarged 
benevolence; and universally  re- 
garded as the ardent and consistent 
advocate of civil and religious liberty 
throughout the world. The later years 
of life especially were distinguished 
by a growing spirituality of mind; and 
as he drew near to the close of his 
labours upon earth, he seemed to in- 
crease in the fervour of his public 
ministrations. The illness which ter- 
minated in his death, was of short 
duration. On the second Sabbath in 
December he preached three times. 
On the afternoon of that day he de- 
livered a funeral discourse founded on 
the exhortation of Christ to his dis- 
ciples, ‘‘ Be ye also ready,” and dis- 
tinguished by unusual earnestness 
a deep solemnity, and in the evyen- 
ing, be closed his public labours hy a 
sermon from Psalm xxxi. 19. Though 
from that time till within three. or four 
days of his departure he was too un+ 
well to leave the house, yet-no paiuful 
apprehensions of immediate danger, 
were excited in the minds of his 
friends. On the Thursday “i pre- 
ceding his dissolution, he became, 
however, materially worse, from 
which time he rapidly declined until 
on the morning of the Sabbath he re- 
ceived the summons and entered into 
rest. An individual who on two occa- 
sions saw him during his illness, was 
gratified with the delightful frame of 
spirit he discovered when speaking of 
the heavenly world, avd the blessed- 
ness of those who have reached the 
place. He is understood to have 
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declared, a short time before his de- 
parture, his simple reliance upon the 
atonement of Christ, and in the an- 
ticipation of his great change to have 
adopted the words of the apostle, ‘‘ I 
know in whom I have believed,” &c. 
The nature of his affliction, however, 
prevented him from conversing much, 
and though he expressed sufficient 
to satisfy his friends as to the calm and 
happy state of his mind, their hope of 
his meetness for the kingdom of 
heaven rests upon the evidence which 
a long life furnishes to them, speut in 
the cause of Christ, and for the good 
of men. His mortal remains were 
committed to the earth on the 11th of 
January, in the presence of a vast as- 
sembly, within the walls of that place 
in which for so long a period he had 
preached the pel of the grace of 
God. Rev. Mr. Griffiths of Buckly, 
delivered the funeral oration, and 
Rev. B. Hobson, and T. Toller con- 
ducted the devotional services; the 
pall was supported by Rev. Messrs. 
Scott, Robertson, Hobson, Gray, 
Toller and Hyatt. On Sabbath, 
Jan. 16th, a funeral discourse was 
preached to a crowded auditory, from 
a part of the 7th and 8th verses of the 
4th chapter of 2d Timothy, by Rey. J. 


The subject of this notice, for many 
years filled the office of Secretary to 
the Association of Independent Minis- 
ters of the county of Northampton, 
and was a liberal and disinterested 
supporter of the Provident Society 
connected with it. 

Died on Tuesday, the 3rd of Jan. 
the Rev. Epwarp Epwarps, the 
beloved pastor of the Congregational 
Church assembling at the Old In- 
dependent Meeting House, Ware, 
Herts. This estimable young minis- 
ter was educated at Homerton Col- 
lege and ordained at Ware; but 
possessing an extremely delicate and 
susceptible frame, was often incapa- 
citated for the discharge of his duties ; 
and at length sunk into an early grave 
much lamented. 

Died at her house at Hackney, Jan. 
9th, Evizasetu, widow of the late 
Rev. Daniet Fisner, D.D. for- 
merly Tutor of Homerton College. 
This venerable and pious lady was a 
daughter of the excellent Rev. Isaac 
Toms, of Hadleigh, Suffolk, and ma- 
ternal grand-daughter of the eminent 
and learned Rev. Samuel Say, of 
Westminster. She was called in 1807 
to resign her beloved partner to the 
tomb, whom she survived and la- 





Robertson of Wellingborough. mented twenty-three years. 
MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


PROCEEDINGS AT MANCHESTER ON THE 
CASE OF THE REV. DR PHILIP, CAPE 
OF GOOD HOPE. 

All our readers have doubtless learned, 
through the see ~ hes London 
Missionary Society, of the proseca- 
tion to which one noble minded brother, 
Dr. Philip, has been subjected, and of 
the liberal efforts which are making for 
his assistance. It gives us sincere plea- 
sure to publish the proceedings of our 
friends at Manchester on this case, which 
are marked by their characterestic energy 
and benevolence. 

At a Meeting of the Friends of Christian 
Missions of various denominations, held 
at Grosvenor Street Chapel, Manches- 
ter, the 18th January, 1831, for the 
purpose of considering the best mode 
of indemnifying Dr. Philip against the 
result of his late trial, protecting him 
from further me of permeation, nd 
encouraging him to persevere in 

benevolent and Ch n efforts on 


behalf of the oppressed Natives of 


South Africa. Richard Roberts, Esq: 

in the Chair ; 

The alleged libel contained in Dr. 
Philip’s “ Researches in South Africa,” 
for which an action has been institated 
against him in the Colonial Court, at the 
instance of Mr. Mackay, and £200. da- 
mages, and the enormous sum of £909. for 
bee | were awarded against him, was 
read. 

It appeared that Mr. Mackay’s name 
was not mentioned in the alleged libel, 
and that the entire statement (as is 
avowed in the paragraph charged to be 
libellous, ) was made, not on the authority 
of Dr. Philip personally, but “ of a gen- 
tleman of the highest respectability, who 
learned the facts from the undoubted 
authority of some of the local authorities 
on the spot,” who is expressly referred to 
as the author, and who has since declared 
himself to be Mr. Thomas Pringle, the 
Secretary of the Anti-Slave * 
and still maintains the truth of his state- 
ments in all material points, and has 
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willingly taken on himself the entire re- 
sponsibility of his conduct. 

It was further stated, that the alleged 
libel had in substance been published in 
England before its insertion in Dr. Philip’s 
book, for which first and original publica- 
tion of the statement charged in the 
Colonial Court to be libellous, no legal 
prosecution had been instituted, nor any 
remonstrance made against it. 

Certain affidavits and other documents 
relating to the facts stated in the alleged 
libel, had been forwarded by Dr. Philip’s 
friends to Manchester, and had been 
submitted to several gentlemen connected 
with the London Missionary Society, who 
reported their opinion on them to this 
meeting. 

It was thereupon moved by the Rev. 
J. A. Coombs, and seconded by Mr. Geo. 
Hadfield. 

Ist. That this meeting considers that 
Dr. Philip had sufficient authority for 
the publication of the alleged libel on the 
responsibility of Mr. Thomas Pringle, the 
Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society, 
and the evidence in his possession, and 
that Dr. Philip is innocent of any inten- 
tion to libel, and free from all blame : 
and this meeting regards the prosecution 
as a revengeful attack on the person of 
Dr. Philip, and on the benevolent cause 
in which he has been so arduously and 
efficiently engaged. 


Moved by the Rev. Mr. Kerrow; se- 
conded by the Rev. Dr. Clunie. 
2nd. That this meeting deeply sym- 
pathizes with Dr. Philip in the sufferings 
he has endured; and earnestly and re- 
ag recommends to the Directors of 
e London Missionary Society to use 
their continued and utmost exertions, 
either by petitioning the King in Council 
both Houses of Parliament, or by 
any other suitable means, in order to 
secure to Dr. Philip his personal safety, 
and to the Missionaries associated with 
him full protection in the prosecution of 
their Christian labours, and to the native 
ulation those rights and liberties which 
r-Philip has, under God, so successfully 
asserted ; and this meeting pledges itself 
to aid 
shall t for those purposes to the ut- 
most of their ability. 
Moved by the Rev, R. S. M‘All, A.M. ; 
seconded by Mr. Thos. Harbottle. 
$rd. That the following address to Dr. 
Philip be adopted and signed by friends 
now a lie for signatures on the 
ensuing Sabbath at the respective Cha 
and be forwarded to Dr. Philip as ape 
pression of the sentiments still entertained 
towards him :— 


Miscellaneous Intelligence. 


the measures which the Directors © 
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“ To the Rev. John Philip, D.D., §c. 


“We, the undersigned, being friends 
to the cause of Christian Missions, of 
various denominations, in the town and 
vicinity of Manchester, having learned 
with unfeigned sorrow the opposition 
and calumny you are now called to sus- 
tain, from the many enemies of that 
cause by whom you are surrounded ; as 
well as the harassing inquietudes you 
have recently experienced, on account of 
a prosecution for an alleged case of libel ; 
and the manifestly vindictive feelings 
with which you have been followed 
throngh the whole of those proceedings 
consequent upon this charge; deem tt 
our duty publicly to testify our high and 
undiminished esteem for your character, 
and the value we continue to attach to 
those important objects you have so as- 
siduously laboured to promote; and for 
the furtherance of which, we persuade 
ourselves, you are now contented patient- 
ly to suffer. 

** In thus offering to you the expression 
of our most cordial sympathy, we feel that 
it would be doing dishonour to your prin- 
ciples, and to all those generous and 
noble motives exhibited so conspicuously 
by your whole conduct, were we to sup- 
pose that the magnanimeus and intre- 
pid course you have hymmsre. pursued, 
could be reviewed by yourself with any 
other emotions than those of calm and 
secret satisfaction, or of thankfulness 
and elevated joy; contemplated as it 
must be, in connection with those inesti- 
mable benefits you have at length been 
enabled to secure for an oppressed and 
hitherto unprotected people. And it is 
impossible fur a moment to suspect that 
you would be reluctant to encounter, 
even in greater measure, the obloquies 
of popular ignorance, or the rancorous 
invectives of more interested hostility, or 
the malignant and feeble violence of an 
ephemeral and abused authority, while 
these are but the price of having your 
name recorded in every future age 
amongst the best friends and noblest 
benefactors of their species :— recorded 
moreover with peculiar honour, and 
having attained to the award of an im- 
perishable fame, since you have toiled 
and suffered, not for the welfare of your 
countrymen, nor only for those secular 
and fleeting interests which have ever 
fired the ambition or awakened the be- 
nevolence of patriots, legislators, and 
heroes; but to ensure at once the bles 
sings of freedom and of true religion, for 
men of another country and a distant 
clime, despised before or forgotten even 
by the most expansive philanthropy while 
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cruelly degraded and enslaved, and that 


by the tyrannical, the mercenary repre- 
sentatives of two of the most enlightened 
states of Christian Europe. 

* We do not, therefore, design either 
to abate your supposed regret for the 
past, or to stimulate P hain to future per- 
severance ; nor would we presume to re- 
mind you of those sources of heavenly 
consolation, and the omnipotence of that 
superior aid, to which we doubt not you 
confidently and not unavailingly resort : 
our purpose is simply to afford you the 
strongest assurance in our power, that 
neither the slanders of your inveterate 
traducers, nor the unfavourable decisions 
of a Colonial judicature, nor all the in- 
jurious devices that may yet be directed 
against you, from whatever quarter, 
shall deprive you of an Loawnteite place 
in our remembrance ; nor of that ample 
share which you already possess in our 
most affectionate and friendly wishes. 

** On the merits of that case to which 
we have before alluded, considered as 
one simply of law, we are aware that it is 
an obligation imposed upon us, by. the 
circumstances in which we unitedly ad- 
dress you, to abstain from giving any ut- 
terance to our opinion; but since, in a 
question of this nature, the imputation 
of moral delinquency is essentially in- 
volved—the proof of malevolent inten- 
tion being necessary to the substantiation 
‘of a charge for libel—we are restrained 
by no such considerations, from de- 

aring it as our deliberate and solemn 
conviction, that in this respect at least, 
you stood before your judges, and the 
community at large, entitled fo an un- 
y rpery acquittal; not only because of 

e previous publication by another of 
the very same statements, without any 
the slightest contradiction or threat of 
legal proceedings ; but because the facts 
thus related, were affirmed and pub- 
lished on the authority of a most credi- 
ble and unsuspected. witness, with no 
aggravation or comment of your own, 
not insalated and detached, but simply 
as forming part of a system, abounding, 
through the whole range of its operations, 
with equal, if not greater enormities. 

“ Remembering also the valuable and 
extensive services you have rendered to 
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other Missionaries employed in the same 
field of labour, and the: lustre reflected 
upon the Missionary character in general, 
by efforts to promote not merely. the 
moral culture, but the civil improvement, 
and social happiness of men ;. we cannot 
refrain, at a crisis such as the present, 
from expressing our most ardent concern 
for the preservation of your life and use- 
fulness to a very distant period; that so 
you may long continue to enjoy the high 
distinction, and still more successfully to 
ensure the permanent reward, of being 
not less a confidence and stay to your 
brethren, than a helper of the helpless, 
and an advocate of those that were with- 
ont a friend 

“ These, Sir, are our sentiments: and 
itis by them we are impelled to add, that 
no exertions shall ever be withheld, which 
we may be able to put forth hereafter, 
for the purpose of securing, either your 
personal protection against future ag- 
gression and injury, or the lasting and 
unabated enjoyment, by the aborigines of 
Southern Africa, ofall those natural 
rights, aud civil liberties, which you have 
sought and obtained on their behalf. 

“In testimony whereof, and of our 
solicitide for the universal diffusion of 
the princples of liberty and truth, whe- 
ther by your owu or any other agency, 
we have adopted and subscribed this de- 
claration at a public meeting held in 
Manchester, on Tuesday the 18th day of 
of January, 1831. (Signed, &c.) 


Moves by Samuel Fletcher, Esquire ; 
seconded by Rev. John Birt. 

4th. That a subscription be now en- 
tered into, as well for the relief of Dr. 
Philip, from the heavy expenses which 
he has incurred, as for the purpose of 
compensating him in some small degree 
for the heavy sacrifices which he has 
made, both of property and comfort, in 
the cause to which he is devoted, and as 
a testimony of our consideration of the 
strong claims which he s to the 
gratitude of all the friends of Christi- 
anity and freedom; and that such sub- 
re be applied in such proportions 
as the Committee of the East Lancashire 
Auxiliary Missionary Society shall direct. 

Ricuarp Roserts, Chairman. 
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